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PINELO, Antonio de Leόn. Vita del servo di dio D. Torivio Alfonso Mogrovejo.
Rome, per Nicolangelo Tenassi, 1656. 
£2450
4to. pp. (xii) 315 (v). Roman and italic letter. Engraved t-p by Stephanus Picart (name somewhat obscured) depicting the Virgin Mary showing a crucifix to two Indigenous Peruvians, letterpress t-p with woodcut arms of Pope Alexander VII, further full-page engraved plate by Guillaume Valet showing Torivio praying before an altar. Woodcut initials, head- and tailpieces. T-ps and next few ll. foxed at edges, browning and marginal foxing throughout due to poor quality paper, two small wormholes to blank outer and lower margins from F1, former becoming a narrow track later. A perfectly acceptable copy in original vellum, binding cracking but holding firm. 

Rare second, enlarged edition of Michel Angelo Lapi’s Italian translation, first published 1655, of this scarce account of the life of Saint Toribio Alfonso of Mogrovejo (1538-1606), Archbishop of Lima from 1579, with details of his beatification and canonisation, the original Spanish ed. was published Lima 1653. From a small village in Cantabria in Spain, the unheralded Toribio received a surprise appointment as Grand Inquisitor by Philip II, after which he was elected to the Archbishopric of Lima. There he supposedly confirmed half a million people, including the Peruvian Saints Martin de Porres and Rose of Lima, a Dominican nun from a noble Spanish family, who was the first person born in the Americas to be canonised. 

The book relates Toribio’s incredible journeys on foot around the more inaccessible parts of Peru, for which he was famous, including precipitous nocturnal journeys across mountainous terrain with his native guides. There are several chapters describing Toribio’s saintly virtues and the miracles he performed before and after his death. These include protecting the town of Mayobamba from storms and bad air, with which it was particularly afflicted, [etc.]. The book begins with the decree of Toribio’s own canonisation in 1635 by Pope Urban VIII, and at the end are a number of prayers and pleas (instantia) invoking Toribio, along with several letters from clergy in favour of his beatification and canonisation, as well as texts of documents relating to the process. 

This ed. not in Palau. Alden III, 656/66 (‘revised’). Sabin X, 38981. Not in JCB. USTC 1714577. 
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