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We are always happy to add new names to our extensive mailing list 
and produce several catalogues a year (electronic or printed) as well as 
frequently offering items which might be of interest. We also regularly 
search for items to satisfy customers’ particular wants or assist generally 
in building their collections. Many of our customers are leading institu-
tions and collectors throughout the world, but many also are more modest 
bibliophiles who share our particular passions. All are equally valued 
and most are long-standing. You, like them, can purchase from us in 
complete confidence that you can rely on our experience and expertise. 
Please do share this catalogue. 

THINKING OF SELLING?

We are always keen to add to our stock, with a particular focus on English STC books (pre 1640), continental 
books printed up to the mid 1600s and medieval and renaissance manuscripts, in all languages and on all sub-
jects. However we are also purchasers of later items, especially collections. We are particularly eager to acquire 
fine, complete copies in contemporary bindings. If you are thinking of disposing, please get in touch to arrange 
an appointment. We are always pleased to consider offers and will give as much help and advice as we can if your 
books are not for us. This is always provided free of charge and with no obligation on your part. Naturally, our 
discretion is assured.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

For more information on any of the items listed within, please get in contact with us via phone or email, or 
visit our website to browse more of  our stock. Should you wish to view any items in person, we are happy to 
make appointments, or simply stop by our Fulham Road shop.

Cover from item 6: KEINSPECK, Michael. Lilium musice plane. 1498
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1. BACCI, Andrea.

De naturali vinorum historia, de vinis Italiae et de Conuiuiis Antiquorum.
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WINE AND WINE-MAKING

1. BACCI, Andrea.

De naturali vinorum historia, de vinis Italiae et de Conuiuiis Antiquorum.

Rome, ex officina Nicholai Mutij, 1596.
£12,000

FIRST EDITION. Folio. pp. (xxviii) 370 (ii). Roman letter, occasional Italic. Engraved architectural t-p 
with female allegorical figures and arms of the Colonna above, emblems of the Arts and Sciences, and author’s 
portrait. Full-page engraving of ‘Thermopolium Romanum’ to Aa 1 , decorated initials and ornaments. Small 
ink burn to crossed-out inscription on t-p, light water stain at head of t-p and upper margin of few gatherings, 
spotted browning (poorly dried) in places, small hole to outer blank margin of G 3 , Y 3 strengthened at gutter. 
A good copy in early C19 vellum, marbled endpapers, raised bands, spine gilt, gilt-lettered morocco labels, 
a.e.r. Bookplate of Pietro and Michele Del Vecchio to front pastedown, C19 bibliographical inscription to verso 
of ffep, contemporary ‘Ex Musaeo et libris Nicolai Aloysij Rigatij Med. i Ariminen sis ’ to t-p. 

A good, well-margined copy of the first edition of this fascinating history of wine—‘of great rarity; […] one of the most im-
portant treatises published on the wines of France, Spain and all European countries’ (Vicaire 60-1). The Italian Andrea 
Bacci (1524-1600) was physician to Pope Sixtus V, professor of botany at Rome, and author of works on natural science 
(including a study of elks) and medicine (on medicaments, poisons and antidotes). ‘De naturali vinorum historia’ opens with 
a dedication to Cardinal Ascanio Colonna and Clement VIII’s printing privilege granted to Bacci. The first section provides 
a cultural and medical history of wine, spanning ancient drinking habits, religious uses, Galen’s and Dioscorides’s opinions, 
preservation, vinegar and aquavite. The second discusses the natural properties of wine according to age, smell, flavour, as well 
as wine-making and cultivation; it includes descriptions of specific wines (e.g., Formianum, Tiburtinum, sweet, from vitis 
Labrusca). The third analyses the medical uses of wine to treat fever, conditions of the stomach, chest, kidneys and bladder, the 
causes of drunkenness, and its effects on melancholic people. The fourth begins with a history of ancient banquets (convivia), 
their organisation, implements and food served, followed by a section focusing on the kinds of wine served, ways of toasting and 
serving, and at what temperature. Here Bacci contributed to debates on the physiological effects of cold beverages, which had 
become fashionable in the C16. He described the use of the Roman ‘thermopolium’, handsomely illustrated—a public place 
where hot and cold beverages, sweet as well as alcoholic, could be purchased. The work concludes with references to wine in 
ancient poetry, including Virgil and Homer. The C17 owner of this copy was Nicolai Aloysius Rigatius (Nicola Luigi Rigato 
or Rigati), physician in Rimini. He was member of the local Accademia degli Adagiati, established in 1627, and participated 
in their poetic florilegium ‘Virtutis trophaea’ (1659). The phrase ‘ex musaeo et libris’ suggests he also collected artefacts or 
natural specimens.

Only Yale copy recorded in the US.

EDIT16 CNCE 3836; Brunet I, 599: ‘ouvrage rare et recherché’; Simon, Bib. Bacchica, 68: ‘Traité agréable-
ment écrit et bien présenté’; Vicaire 60-1; Wellcome 607. Not in Oberlé or Durling.

L3325
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2. BARBEDOR, Louis.

Les escritures financiere et italienne bastarde.
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CALLIGRAPHIC MASTERPIECE

2. BARBEDOR, Louis.
Les escritures financiere et italienne bastarde.

Paris, chez l’Auteur, 1649, 1650.

£5,250

Oblong folio. 3 unnumbered and unsigned ll. + 50 calligraphic plates + 1 engraved portrait. Mainly financière, 
Italian and bâtarde letter, little chancery, Hebrew, Armenian, Syriac and Arabic. 50 outstanding etched plates 
with calligraphic samples and pen flourishing, index (pl.1) within etched decorated frame, large engraved au-
thor’s portrait dated 1650, decorated initials and vignettes. Edges trimmed occasionally just touching pen 
flourishing, lower blank margins slightly shorter on five ll., the odd ink splash or marginal mark, small repair to 
pl.12 blank verso. An excellent copy, in fresh impression, in late C19 crushed crimson morocco, marbled eps, 
double blind ruled, raised bands, spine gilt, a.e.g., contemporary pen trials to five pls.

Handsome copy of this early (probably second) edition of this masterpiece of calligraphy—beautifully printed, with plates in fine im-
pression, and unrecorded in major bibliographies. Son of a ‘maître écrivain’, Louis Barbedor (1589-1670) was a major master-cal-
ligrapher and Secretary of the Chambre du Roi. ‘Escritures’ is an outstanding summary of the calligraphic tradition of contemporary 
administration, with numerous samples reproducing document templates. The plates—‘supérieurement écrits, et parfaitement gravé 
sur cuivre’ (Jansen, ‘Essai’, 66)—were cut by Robert Cordier (d. c.1680). ‘In his mid-C17 overhaul of French royal administra-
tion, Colbert introduced three new scripts based on Barbedor, collectively known as ‘ronde’ ([…] a compromise between humanistic 
and gothic cursive): […] ‘écriture financière’ (an upright script still betraying several gothic features), coulée (a running […] script), 
and ‘italienne-bastarde’ (a sloping, more humanistic style)’ (Greetham, 210). The ‘bâtarde’ was written ‘using a quill cut differently 
[…] and was, as a result, formed by different hand movements’ (Bennett, ‘Repertories’, 51). The plates also include samples of 
humanistic Roman capitals, Greek, English, Dutch, Hebrew, ‘Rabinica’, Samaritan, Syriac, Arabic and Armenian letter, as well 
as a handsome round diagram. A rare masterpiece.

This 1649 edition probably follows another without place or printer, tentatively dated 1647. Another printed, in Paris by N. Lan-
glois, appeared without date, but probably c.1650. The author’s portrait, dated 1650, is also present in the Langlois edition.

No copies recorded in the US.
Berlin 5106-5107 (later eds only). Not in Brunet. H. Jansen, Essai sur l’origine de la gravure en bois et en taillerdouce 
(1808), II; L.P. Bennett, Sacred Repertories (Farnham, 2009); D.C. Greetham, Textual Scholarship (1994).

L3232
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3. BEROALDUS, Philippus.

Orationes et poemata.
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ALBION CELEBRATED
3. BEROALDUS, Philippus.

Orationes et poemata.

Bologna, Franciscus dictus Plato de Benedictis for Benedictus Hectoris Faelli, 1491.

£3,950

FIRST EDITION. Small 4to. 76 unnumbered ll., a-i⁸ k 4 . Roman letter. 4- to 7-line initials, capitals and par-
agraph headings heightened in red (occasional smudge). Recto of first and verso of last leaf a bit dust-soiled, the 
former restored at gutter, couple of ll. very slightly shaved at head, affecting couple of letters of a headline and 
one ms. note, light oil splash extending from lower gutter of g 7-8 , the odd marginal spot. A very good copy 
in early C19 polished calf, rebacked, spine remounted, eps renewed, double gilt ruled, bordered with small 
ropework in blind, spine gilt, gilt-lettered morocco label, corners a little worn, all edges blue, silk bookmark. 
Contemporary ms. marginalia in black and red.

A very good copy of the first edition of the orations and poems of Philippus Beroaldus—a leading humanist in Europe c.1500. 
Except for brief spells in Parma and Paris, Beroaldus (1453-1505) was a much esteemed professor of rhetoric at Bologna, his 
hometown, from 1472 to his death in 1505. Among his students were Jodocus Badius and Polydore Vergil. A skilled editor of 
the classics, he was also a prolific author and worked as editor for Benedetto Faelli, the publisher of the present work, known 
for his elegant imprints. Since 1487, Faelli had collaborated with Francesco ‘Platone’ Benedetti, ‘the prince of Bolognese 
typographers’, producing books with type ‘of superior elegance’ (Cioni, ‘Diz. Biog.’). Dedicated to Beroaldus’s student 
Martinus Boemus, ‘Orationes et poemata’ provides critical assessments of major authors including Virgil, Propertius, Livy, 
Cicero, Lucan, Juvenal, Sallust, Persius and Horace. It also portrays fascinating scenes from late C15 Bologna, scattered 
among topical orations on the appointment of the Briton Thomas Anglicus to rector of the Gymnasium Bononiense (with a 
celebration of Albion/England/Britannia based on Tacitus and Pliny), on the celebration of Ludovico Sforza and the weddings 
of the nobility. At the end are a few poems on sundry subjects including epitaphs, the Passion, love, slander, and the fable of 
Tancredi from Boccaccio.

This work was used by rhetoric students, doubtless including Beroaldus’s own, for examples of oratory, Neo-Latin poetry and 
classical commentaries. The contemporary ms. marginalia in this copy highlight the contrast between the Virgilian virtues of 
‘rusticitas’ and the late C15 vices of ‘urbanitas’ (with merchants and usurers), Propertius’s views on love, ancient theories of 
poetry (with mentions of Homer), as well as Beroaldus’s scattered lamentation for lost ancient books (e.g., Livy and Sallust) 
or for the life of his times (e.g., ‘so strong in mortals is the innate greed for novelty’). The orations bear so many references to 
contemporary Bolognese city and university life that the work was probably a fascinating ‘guide’ for (especially foreign) stu-
dents. For instance, the annotator highlighted Beroaldus’s description of the crowds gathering for the marriage of Annibale II 
Bentivoglio and Lucrezia d’Este in 1487. On the lower margin of the last leaf, he penned the appropriate motto ‘etate iuvenis 
maturitate senex’, from St Jerome’s commentary on Isaiah’s description of Daniel.

Hain 2949; BMC VI 825; ISTC ib00491000; GW 04144; Goff B-491. A. Cioni, ‘Faelli, B.’, in Dizionario 
Biografico degli Italiani, 44 (1994).

L3078
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4. BUTLER, Charles.

The English Grammar. [with] Rhetoricæ Libri duo. [with] Syngeneia. De propinquitatematrimoniumimpendiente, 
regula. [and] The feminin' monarchi', or the histori of bee's. Shewing their admirable natur', and propertis.
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ONLY ONE COPY RECORDED
4. BUTLER, Charles.

The English Grammar.  [with] Rhetoricæ Libri duo. [with] Syngeneia. De propinquitatematrimoniumimpendiente, 
regula. [and] The feminin' monarchi', or the histori of bee's. Shewing their admirable natur', and propertis.

Oxford, Printed by William Turner, for the author, 1634. (with) London, Excudebat Ioannes Hauiland 
impensis authoris, 1629. (with) Oxford, Excudebant Iohannes Lichfield & Guilielmus Turner, Academiæ 
typographi, 1625. (and) Oxford, Printed by William Turner, for đe author, 1634.

£7,500

Four vols. in one. FIRST EDITION of the third. 4to. 1) pp. [viii] [xxiix] 2-63 [i]. 2) 252 unnumbered pages. A-P⁴, 
pi², A-Q⁴. 3) pp. [iv], 71, [i]: A-I⁴, K². 4) [xvi], 112, 115-182: [par.]-2[par.]⁴, B-Z⁴, 2A². Roman letter, some Italic, 
Greek and Black. Titles with printer's devices, woodcut headpieces and initials, typographical ornaments, wood-
type music in last volume, book plate of James Elwin Millard (1824 - 1894) on pastedown. Light age yellowing, 
very rare mark or spot. Very good copies, crisp and clean in contemporary calf, covers bordered with a double blind 
and single gilt rule, leafy arabesque gilt at centres, rebacked to match, spine with gilt ruled raised bands fleurons gilt, 
corner repaired, tan morocco label gilt lettered, a.e.r. a little rubbed at extremities.

An excellent sammelband of four major works of the extraordinary scholar Charles Butler. The first is the second edition of his re-
markable treatise on Grammar (which he put into practise, cf. last of the work in this Sammelband ‘the Feminine Monarchy’). It is 
a reissue of the 1633 first edition, with preliminaries reset and an added dedication to Prince Charles.The work hopes to remedy “the 
imperfection of our alphabet, for it is come to passe; that sundry letters, of frequent use in our tongue, have yet no peculiar and distinct 
characters,”  and secondly “in many words we are fallen from the old pronunciation.” Thenceforward, the text is printed in a special 
phonetic manner, shunning orthography in favour of writing "altogether according to the sound now generally received” in an attempt 
at standardisation and simplification. “The author dwells upon the capriciousness of English orthography (‘neither our new writers 
agreeing with the old, nor either new nor old among themselves’), and proposes the adoption of a system whereby men should ‘write 
altogether according to the sound now generally received.’ DNB.

The Rhetoricase Libri Duo, here in an expanded edition, “was intended to be a school text book and was an edition in Latin for 
English school-children of the work of the French Scholar Pierre de la Ramée who had met his death at the hands of the mob in the 
notorious Massacre of St. Bartholomew’s day in 1572” John Shute. ‘The English theorists of the seventeenth century with particular 
reference to Charles butler.’ “The last of the Elizabethan Ramists was Charles Butler, whose Rhetoricae Libri Duo first appeared 
in 1598. A rare instance of an Oxford convert to Ramism, Butler took a degree at Magdalen Hall only a few years before Hobbes 
became an undergraduate there. Although Butler’s treatise amounts to little more than a further reworking of Talon’s Rhetorica, it 
proved extremely successful in its own right, and probably served more than any other work to popularise the tenets of Ramist Rhetoric 
in England” Quentin Skinner, ‘Reason and Rhetoric in the Philosophy of Hobbes.

The third work is the First edition of Charles Butler’s work on consanguinity in marriage. ‘Dealing with problems of consanguinity 
and in particular with affinity as a bar to Matrimony. Even the ‘broad-chested’ Fuller was content to quote the opinion of the learned 
Dr. Prideaux, Vivce- Chancellor of Oxford, who ‘commended it as the best ever written on that subject’… The book appears to have 
been prompted by the marriage of Butler’s son, William to a cousin, Mary Butler, at Wooton in 1624” John Shute.

The final work is Butler’s most celebrated, the third and best edition of his ‘Feminine Monarchy’ a classic English guide to Beekeeping, 
and the first to be translated into phonetic English, combining Butler's love of bees with his work in orthography. In "De Printer to de 
Reader", readers concerned with "de Ortograpi of dis Book" are encouraged to consult Butler's English Grammar (1633), in which he 
put forth a new orthology where words were spelled "according to de sound".

Known as the Father of English Beekeeping, Butler addresses in his preface the great classical tradition that relies upon "the Muses 
birds" as models of religion, government and labor, "worthily to bee most admired", but notes that Philosophers "in al their writings they 
seeme vnto me to say little out of experience". Butler's treatise is the first to argue that worker bees were female, not male, and the first 
to popularise the idea in England that the hive is lead not by a king but a queen bee. Not only do these ground Butler's practical treatise 
firmly in methods of entymological observation that would be refined by the end of the century in books such as Robert Hooke's Micro-
graphia (1665), but they also relate directly contemporary political debates that made use of bee hierarchy as a model for government.

An excellent sammelband of four rare works.
 L3150
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5. DELMEDIGO, Joseph Solomon.

[Sefer Elim].
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‘THE FIRST JEWISH COPERNICAN’

5. DELMEDIGO, Joseph Solomon.

[Sefer Elim].

Amsterdam, Menashe ben Yisrael, 388-389 [1628-29].

£25,000

FIRST EDITION. Small 4to. 3 parts in 1, separate t-ps to two, pp. (vi) 83 (i) + engraved portrait, without 
[p]2 (Latin preface) as other copies, probably cancelled; (iv) 190; (ii) 80. Hebrew letter. Portrait of the author 
trimmed and mounted, repair to verso, typographical border to t-ps, astronomical and scientific diagrams, 
decorated ornaments. Part 3 bound after Part 1, intermittent light marginal water stain, mostly marginal ink 
or finger soiling, some marginal repairs, general fairly light browning, gatherings 9-102 and 11-122 of Part I 
transposed. A well-used but perfectly acceptable copy in modern crushed morocco, two morocco labels, later 
Hebrew inscription to ffep.

First edition of this extensively illustrated, most important Hebrew work on astronomy, mathematics, natural philosophy, music and 
geometry, written by ‘the first Jewish Copernican’, student of Galileo and a major influence on Spinoza.

Joseph Solomon Delmedigo (1591-1655) was a rabbi, physician and polymath from Crete. At Padua, he studied medicine and 
attended Galileo’s astronomy lectures 1609-10. After a brief stay in Venice, he journeyed the Middle East, eventually settling in 
Amsterdam in 1623, where he wrote ‘Sefer Elim’, his only known work. It is divided into two separately titled parts—‘Sefer Elim’ 
and ‘Ma’ayan Ganim’—the latter subdivided into four essays on astronomy, mathematics, the consonance of music and biblical 
passages in relation to the scientific method. ‘Sefer Elim’ is a reply to 12 broad and 70 specific questions posed in letters, reproduced 
at the beginning, by the Karite scholar Zerah. Delmedigo’s answer discusses Aristotelian natural philosophy, spherical trigonometry, 
celestial bodies, comets and the workings of the lever, illustrated with diagrams and illustrations.

Whilst Delmedigo’s in-depth analysis of Copernican theories was left unpublished and is now lost, his circumscribed references in 
‘Sefer Elim’ are nevertheless revealing. ‘Part of Delmedigo’s support for the Copernican model is to be found in his criticism of the 
Aristotelian conception of the universe […] By rejecting this idea, Delmedigo not only took on the accepted scientific views of the 
past, but also challenged the Jewish model of the universe, which was based on Aristotle’; he also stated that the universe was possibly 
infinite and included other solar systems (Brown, ‘New Heavens’, 70). He mentions studying with ‘his teacher Galileo’, as he de-
scribes their observation of the sky and planets through the famous telescope; however, scholars believe Delmedigo became familiar with 
Copernicanism elsewhere, as until 1610 Galileo was not publicly or privately endorsing this theory (Brown, ‘New Heavens’, 74).

The epistemological inconsistencies of ‘Sefer Elim’ derive from Delmedigo’s complex relationship to the Scientific Revolution and Ca-
bala-informed Jewish culture, resistant to the new method. As proved by the very title—a reference to the fountains of wisdom—he 
linked ‘Jewish-hermetic revelation with Copernican cosmology and sought material objects such as ancient Hebrew mss that, pur-
portedly, maintained a stronger connection to the revelation’, seeking to connect Jewish theology and Copernicanism (Ben-Zaken, 
‘Cross-Cultural’, 78). The work ‘became suspect in the eyes of the elders of the Sephardic community, and a committee was formed 
to investigate the matter. The book had to be translated orally into Portuguese’; the printer had to declare officially that certain portions 
would not be published, though by then Delmedigo had moved elsewhere (Heller, ‘C17 Hebrew Book’, 471).

Like the copies at Hebrew Union College and Thomas Fisher Library, this collates with 3 of 4 leaves of preliminaries, lacking the 
Latin preface on the second. This summarises the content for a non-Hebrew readership, and explains the title. A puzzling addition 
to a work written entirely in Hebrew, it was probably cancelled for Hebrew-speaking readers. 

Heller, C17 Hebrew book, 470-71; Bib. Hebr. Book, 10125944; Steinschneider, Cat. librorum hebraeorum, 1510-
1511, 5960/1-3; Wolf, Bibliotheca Hebraea, I, p.566, n.976. J. Brown, New Heavens and a New Earth (Oxford, 
2013); A. Ben Zaken, Cross-Cultural Scientific Exchanges in the Eastern Mediterranean, 1560-1660 (Baltimore, 
2010). Not in Riccardi, Houzeau & Lancaster or Lalande.

L2947
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6. KEINSPECK, Michael.

Lilium musice plane.
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UNRECORDED IN THE US

6. KEINSPECK, Michael.

Lilium musice plane.

Augsburg, per Johannem Froschawer, 1498.

£39,500
Small 4to. 15 unnumbered ll., lacking final blank. Gothic letter. Handsome half-page woodcut vignette to title 
with Pythagoras and Lady Musica holding scrolls, printed music notation, decorated initials. Faint water stain 
to upper or outer blank margin of last gathering, tiny worm trail to lower edge of three ll., lower outer blank 
corner of b 6 minimally torn. An excellent, remarkably clean but unwashed copy in C19 navy blue crushed 
morocco by Zaehnsdorf, double gilt ruled, raised bands, spine gilt-lettered, bookplate of pianist Alfred Cortot 
to front pastedown, his small stamped monogram on lower outer blank corner of t-p and b 1 .

An excellent, fresh copy of the rare third edition—not in Goff, Hain or BMC—of this handsome music incunabulum. It was first 
published in Basel in 1496, and reprinted in Ulm the following year. Michael Keinspeck (c.1451-c.1516), from Nuremberg, studied 
under Josquin de Près and was later professor at Basel. In the introduction to ‘Lilium’, he provides a short account of his early career. 
‘Lilium’—a plainchant manual—was conceived for the use of students. It was only the second such manual published in Germany, 
after Hugo von Reutlingen’s (1488). Plainchant (‘cantus planus’), of which Gregorian is a subcategory, refers to the monophonic 
chant, with a single melodic line, used in Catholic liturgy. After a definition of music, the work proceeds to discuss types of music (cho-
ralis, mensurata, rigmica), scales, cantus (durus, mollis, naturalis), single and double clefs, toni, modi and key change, with a section 
on intonations for psalms, for ferial and festal use, in eight modes. Extensive musical notation, including a table illustrating Boethi-
us’s ‘scala vera et recta’, provides illustrative examples in four-line staffs, and were printed on woodblocks. ‘Based on the consistent 
style of the design and the cutting, it is likely (but not certain) that one designer or workshop produced all the woodcuts, including the 
diagrams, music and title vignette’ (Giselbrecht &amp; Savage, ‘Printing Music’, 91). A rare incunabulum, beautifully printed.

From the library of Alfred Cortot (1877-1962), famous Franco-Swiss pianist and conductor, especially praised for his interpretations 
of musical classics of the Romantic era.

Only 4 copies recorded (1 fragmentary), none in the US. (No copies of first ed. recorded in US, the second only at 
LC and Rochester.)
ISTC ik00009200; Klebs 571.3; IBP 3328; Schr 4443; GW M16240. Not in Goff, Hain or BMC. E. Giselbrecht 
and E. Savage, ‘Printing Music’, in Early Music Printing in German-Speaking Lands, ed. A. Lindmayr-Brandl 
(London, 2018), 84-99.

L3336
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7. MANSUR BIN MUHAMMAD BIN 
AHMAD BIN YUSUF BIN FAQIR 

ILYAS.

Al-Tashrih bi’l-Taswir [a treatise on human 
anatomy], illuminated manuscript in Farsi 

on fine polished paper
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WONDERFUL ANATOMICAL ILLUSTRATIONS

7. MANSUR BIN MUHAMMAD BIN AHMAD BIN YUSUF BIN FAQIR ILYAS.

Al-Tashrih bi’l-Taswir [a treatise on human anatomy], illuminated manuscript in Farsi on fine polished paper

Timurid Persia, probably Shiraz, likely first half of fifteenth century
£54,000

4to, 243 by 159mm., 23 leaves, text divided into three separate sections, apparently complete, text in single 
column throughout, 24 lines fine black nasta’liq with headings in red, opening of first section with rectangular 
panel above the text containing the blessing ‘Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim’ in large gold thuluth script set 
against a backdrop of spiralling vines, 5 full-page anatomical illustrations, each with red, blue and green ad-
ditions, text-panels ruled in blue and gold, occasional scattered smudges or faint soiling, outer edges of leaves 
chipped with slight loss in places (not affecting text), some edges repaired, a few eighteenth-century inscrip-
tions to recto of first leaf and verso of final leaf, bound in seventeenth century limp leather, painted gold or 
bronze, spine and edges strengthened, a little rubbed. 

Mansur bin Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Yusuf bin Faqir Ilyas, known simply as Mansur bin Ilyas, was a Persian physician 
from Shiraz known to have compiled a number of notable scientific treatises, including the Kifaya-i Mansuri (a trestise on 
medicine). The present text, also known as the Tashrih-i Mansuri, is his most important work, the earliest known text to 
include a coloured atlas of the human body in the Arabic world. 

The text was first commissioned by Fars politician and Muzazzarid ruler Zayn al-Abdin and is formed of six (or sometimes 
seven) independent sections including: an introduction followed by chapters relating to muscular, arterial, osseous and nervous 
systems, an appendix on the formation of the foetus and key compound organs. Most of these sections include an illustration 
depicting the full length of the human body in relation to these physical systems, the rarest of which is that depicting the foetus 
(present in this copy). This is a particularly important section of the work because contrary to popular opinion among both 
contemporary and pre-eminent physicians, Mansur bin Ilyas was of the opinion that the heart was the first compound organ to 
form in a foetus, and not the brain. This particular chapter of the text explains this theory and cites related arguments made 
by Aristotle, Hippocrates, Abu Bakr al-Razi and Hippocrates among others. 

This is a notably early example of the text. Though the definitive dates of the author’s life are unknown, he is thought to 
have flourished in the late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries: and the style of illumination and script present in this copy 
strongly suggest it was produced in the first half of the fifteenth century. Thus the present manuscript could well have been 
copied only a few decades after the author’s death, and likely produced in a similar region in central Persia, quite possibly in 
Shiraz where the author himself flourished. The large gilt illuminated heading at the opening of the text together with the style 
of scribal nasta’liq and paper quality all indicate a date of production in the first half of the fifteenth century. 

Despite the wide margins present, there are very few marginal annotations to the codex. This indicates that the manuscript 
was probably used by a practising doctor or physician as a reference work instead of use by a scholar in the field of medicine. The 
very light weight and soft binding also strongly suggest that the manuscript was designed to be carried by a doctor going about his 
practice. It would take up little space and be very easy to pack. The use of gold and illumination indicate that the manuscript 
may well have been commissioned for a physician of the royal Timurid courts. 

L3346
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8. SIRMIENOWICZ, Kazimierz.

Artis Magnae Artilleriae. Pars Prima.
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EXTRAORDINARY ILLUSTRATIONS

8. SIRMIENOWICZ, Kazimierz.

Artis Magnae Artilleriae. Pars Prima.

Amsterdam, apud Ioannem Ianssonium, 1650.

£9,750
FIRST EDITION. Folio. pp. (xvi) 284 (iv) + 22 engraved plates (1 folding). Roman letter, little Italic or 
Greek. Engraved architectural t-p with scattered burning fireworks, and pyrotechnical fountain; 22 engraved 
plates with 229 illustrations of geodesic instruments, international weight measurements, artillery, rockets, 
fireworks and pyrotechnic machinery; decorated initials. First few ll. foxed, some mainly marginal spotting, 
final text gatherings browned, small paper flaw to lower outer blank corner of 2 ll. A good copy in contempo-
rary vellum, yapp edges, raised bands, gilt-lettered morocco label, small hole to upper board, all edges sprinkled 
blue. Bookplates of ‘GPC’ and Fratelli Salimbeni to front pastedown.
A good copy of the lavishly illustrated (here in fresh impression) first edition of this major treatise on artillery, rockets and fireworks. Kazimierz 
Siemienowicz (1600-51) was a general of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, an expert of artillery and military engineering, and a pioneer 
of rocketry. Based on long-standing experience, ‘Artis Magnae Artilleriae’ was an encyclopaedia of artillery and pyrotechnics. Although the t-p 
specifies ‘part one’, the second part, for which the author provided the contents in the preface, was never published. It was translated into French 
(1651), German (1676) and English (1726), becoming the standard manual. ‘[…] beyond the theory and practice of the construction of guns, 
missiles and rockets, it contains historical observations and quotations from over 200 ancient and modern authors. Beside showing the state of 
contemporary science and technology, it provides mathematical formulas, as well as information on the physics and technology of metals, methods of 
preparation of explosives, and extensive lists with measurement units’ (Thor, ‘Tłumaczenia’, 9). The preface provides a disquisition on ‘artille-
ria’, ‘ars bombardaria’, ‘pyrotechnia’ ‘pyrobolia’ and ‘ballistica’. The first part deals with the rules of calibre and the construction of pyrotechnic in-
struments considering the weight and transmutation of metals, with detailed comparative tables of international weight measurements. The second 
discusses the preparation of artillery materials, especially gunpowder. The third focuses on the construction of rockets operated with sticks, on water 
or ropes. The fourth deals with globes, both ‘recreational’ (entertainment firework, ‘aerei’, ‘saltantes’ and ‘aquatici’) and military (including those 
releasing poison and smoke). The last focuses on pyrotechnic machinery for entertainment (e.g., to be used during festivals in the form of triumphal 
arches, obelisks or statues) or war. The illustrations are clearly referenced in the text. Fascinating are the machines devised for entertainment: e.g.,  a 
dragon-shaped pyrotechnic construction and another shaped like a fountain with Fortune standing on top, whose paper dress will catch fire when 
the pyrotechnic trick is channelled through a pipe inside the fountain. A lovely, beautifully illustrated work.

Spaulding, Early Lit. of Artillery, 9; Graesse VI, 401; Philip, Firework Books, S130.1. J. Thor, ‘Tłumaczenia Artis magnae ar-
tilleriae K. Siemienowicza’, Kwartalnik Historii Nauki i Techniki 13 (1968), 91-102.
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9. WHITE, Richard.

Historiarum Britanniae Insulae.



20

THE RAREST OF ENGLISH HISTORIES

9. WHITE, Richard.

Historiarum Britanniae Insulae.

[Douai], apud Carolum Boscardum, 1598-1607.

£15,000

FIRST EDITIONS of Books 6-11. Small 8vo. 11 books in 3 vols, I: pp. (xvi) 3-469 (iii); II: pp. (viii) 123 (iii), (viii) 
96, (iv) 108, (viii) 174 (ii); III: pp. (viii) 142 (ii), (viii) 110 (ii). Roman letter, little Italic, occasional Greek. Woodcut 
printer’s device to couple of t-ps, author’s engraved portrait to verso of vol. 1 t-p, author’s large engraved arms to a7 verso, 
woodcut initials and ornaments. First t-p a little dusty, verso of last leaf of vol. 1 slightly browned at margins, preliminaries a8 
of vol. 1 (cancels of second ed.) and a4 of Part IX slightly short at foot, couple of outer edges shaved, tiny worm trail to last two 
text ll. of vol. 3. Fine, clean copies in polished calf c.1700, single gilt ruled, outer edges gilt, raised bands, spine gilt-lettered, 
gilt Golden Fleece device of Longepierre or Martin Folkes in compartments, a.e.r., silk bookmarks, minor loss at head of spine 
and upper joint of vol. 1. Bookplate of James Elwin Millard to front pastedowns staining some eps, ms. ‘Stamford July 27th 
1695’ (Thomas Grey, 2nd Earl?) to first t-p, ms. casemark to ffep of vols 2-3, occasional C17 annotations.

Finely bound, complete set of this account of ancient British history. ‘One of the rarest books in the whole class 
of English history when containing the whole Eleven Books’ (Heber catalogue, p.294). ‘The work is very seldom 
found complete, most of the copies wanting the latter parts, especially parts X and XI, which are extremely scarce’ 
(Lowndes). Books X and XI are ‘very difficult to find; a complete set is paid very dearly in England’ (Brunet). Indeed.

Richard White of Basingstoke (1539-1611) studied at Oxford, Louvain and Padua, where he became doctor ‘in 
utroque’. After converting to Catholicism, he fled to Douai, where he was university professor, and later rector and 
‘comes palatinus’. ‘Historiarum Britanniae’, his greatest work, traces the origins of Britain from its mythical foun-
dation by the Trojan Brutus to the last ancient Briton/Welsh king, Cadwallader, and the early Anglo-Saxon rulers. 
Following mainly the traditional account of Geoffrey of Monmouth, based in turn on ancient Welsh bardic songs, it 
reports, with White’s commentary, the deeds of ancient Briton kings, including Lear and Arthur. An original point 
is his identification of Arthur with Riothimius, the ‘king of the Britons’ who reached Gaul in 468AD, according 
to Jordanes’s ‘Historia Getica’. White engaged with the historiographic debate, of great political importance in Tu-
dor England, on the so-called ‘British History’, started by Polydore Vergil’s criticism of Geoffrey’s narrative in the 
1530s. This opposed the legendary medieval national history, the basis of Tudor mythography and much cherished 
by Protestant Patriots, against the developing antiquarian method, keener on philology and historical evidence. 
More generally, the work is White’s attempt ‘to reclaim “the British History” for the Catholic tradition, while at the 
same time being an expression of its exiled author’s sense of himself as a patriotic Englishman’ (MacColl, ‘Richard 
White’, 245).

Books 1-5 were issued in one vol. and a single t-p in Arras (Atrebatum) in 1597. In this copy, as in at least another 
seven, the original t-p (A1) of vol. 1 was cancelled with a new t-p dated Douai, 1602, and preliminaries.

The charming golden fleece device gilt to the spines achieved bibliographical fame being used by the great French 
collector and playwright, Hilaire Bernard de Requeleyne, Baron de Longepierre (1679-1721). In the same year an 
English collector also employed the same device—Martin Folkes (1690-1754), a mathematician, antiquary and as-
tronomer, and a prominent Freemason. He was a fellow of the Royal Society during the presidency of Isaac Newton, 
and beaten to that office by Sir Hans Sloane. This copy is unhelpfully not present in either library catalogue.

No complete sets recorded in the US.

Lowndes XI, 2902; Brunet V, 1331; Adams W91; Allison & Rogers I, 1369. Not in Duthilloeul, Bib. Douaisienne. 
A. MacColl, ‘Richard White and the Legendary History of Britain’, Humanistica Lovaniensia 51 (2002), 245-57.
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THE MOST AUTHORITATIVE WORKS ON EXORCISM

10. [WITCHCRAFT].

Thesaurus exorcismorum.

Cologne, Sumptibus haeredum Lazari Zetzneri, 1626.
£2,750

8vo. pp. (xxiv) 1232 (xlii). Roman letter, with Italic. Woodcut printer’s device to t-p, woodcut initials and 
headpieces. Title a little dusty, paper a bit softened, upper edge trimmed, affecting running title in places, wa-
ter stain to upper outer corner of 2S-2Y 8 and (lighter) last few gatherings. A good copy in contemporary calf, 
double blind ruled, raised bands, wanting fly. Autograph ‘J. Van Kempen’ to front pastedown, contemporary 
annotation (mostly illegible male names) to verso of last.

A good copy of the second edition of this important collection of six popular treatises on exorcism written by Franciscans, published 
separately in the 1580s-90s. First collected in 1608 and republished after the codification of exorcism in the ‘Rituale Romanum’ 
(1614), it became ‘the most authoritative collection of exorcisms of the Renaissance’ and ‘the undisputed reference for the ritual of 
Catholic exorcism’ (Maggi, ‘Satan’s Rhetoric’, 103). With their attraction for mystical practices—which even led to occasional ac-
cusations of black magic—Franciscans Observant were the monastic order keenest on exorcisms, as compared to the Dominicans, who 
generally occupied official, inquisitorial offices. The first work, ‘Practica exorcistarum’, was written by the Paduan Valerio Polidori. 
It begins with a theoretical section on the names of the devil, the exorcist’s behaviour and the nature of demons, proceeding to practical 
arguments on the phases of exorcisms, touching for instance on confession, the exorcist’s clothing, readings, blessings or the delivery of 
a house from the demon. The second and third, ‘Flagellum daemonum’ and ‘Fustis daemonum’, were the work of Girolamo Menghi 
(1529-1609), the most renowned exorcist of the time. ‘Flagellum’ focuses on the exorcist, providing instructions on his behaviour 
(patience and perseveration, formulas and gestures), the time and place for exorcisms, and whether they should be carried out privately 
or publicly. ‘Fustis’ devotes greater room to the nature and power of demons, including causing illness. The fourth, ‘Complementum 
artis exorcisticae’, is written by the Milanese demonologist Zaccaria Visconti (d.1600). Interesting are his sections on the physical 
signs by which one can recognise a person possessed by a demon, and a long list of herbal remedies in the form of oils, fumes, eye 
drops, etc., which can be given to ‘indaemoniati’ to make them expel the demons, for instance, by throwing up or evacuating. The 
fifth, ‘Fuga Satanae’, was a very popular manual by Pietro Antonio Stampa. Among the usual practical instructions, he added a 
section on the ritual burning of effigies (one of the demon, the other of the agent of the ‘maleficium’), accompanied by the reading of 
Revelation. The sixth, ‘Manuale exorcismorum’, by Maximilianus Eynatten, is the most practical, being almost entirely devoted to 
formulas, readings and adjurations for exorcisms, reported in full, and often several pages long.

Wellcome I, 6272a; BL STC Ger. C17 T301 (1608 ed.); Thorndike VIII, 543 (1608 ed.). Not in Caillet, Graesse 
and Bib. Esot. A. Maggi, Satan’s Rhetoric (Chicago, 2001);
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE

• Books will be sent after your cheque or bank transfer has been received. 

• Postage and insurance are charged on all parcels unless otherwise specified.

• Payment is due within 14 days of the invoice date.

• If payment is to be made in a currency other than pounds sterling, please add €15 or $15 to 
cover bank transfers.

• Books may be returned within 14 days.

• All books remain our property until paid for in full. We reserve the right to charge interest on 
outstanding invoices at our discretion.

Sokol Books Ltd  
239a Fulham Road London SW3 6HY 

Tuesday to Saturday, 11am to 7pm

books@sokol.co.uk 
www.sokol.co.uk 

Tel: 0207 499 5571 or 0207 351 5119


