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1. ALVAROTUS, Jacobus. Super feudis (With 
additions by Matthaeus de Corbinellis and Montorius 
Mascarellus). 
 
Venice, [Printer of the 1477 Alvarotus (Roman 
Type)], 1477, 10 July. 

£37,000 
 

 
 
FIRST EDITION. Folio. 372 unnumbered leaves. 
a–c10, d8, e10, f8, g–l10, [m–o8, p4, q10, r–t8, v10.] 
A8, B–D10, E8, F10, G8, H10, I8, K–N10, O8, P8, 
Q6, QQ8, R–T10, V12. Roman letter in double 
column. Capital spaces with guide letters, small red 
initials in the index leaves, capital spaces left blank but 
the first several filled by a just later hand, including 
three with charming grotesque heads, contemporary 
manuscript foliation and subject headline, purchase 
inscription recording its price of 5 rhenish gulden and 
dated at Nuremberg, 1478, at head of pastedown, two 
further early inscriptions below, dated 1494, 1509 in 
a slightly different hand, one inscription erased, 
Jodocus Oethaeus of Nordhausen, 1568 manuscript 
inscription, with his manuscript title above, on recto 
of first leaf, another, Matthaeus Gerstenbrand, 1692 
at centre, two early shelf marks on pastedown, 
another later one in lower outer corner of first leaf, 
early annotations in several hands throughout, with 
pointing hands, occasional underlinings. Small 
scattered single wormholes in the first few and final 
few quires touching some letters, occasional very light 
age toning, inks splash on one leaf, very minor margin 

waterstaining to upper margin in places, with the odd 
thumb mark. A fine copy, crisp and clean on thick 
paper with very large margins, in beautiful 
contemporary south German (possibly Nuremberg) 
allum tawed pigskin over thick wooden boards, 
covers triple blind ruled to a panel design, outer panel 
on upper cover with repeated blind stamped rose tools 
(EDBB s016008) in upper and lower section, blind 
stamped rose bush tool to both side sections, on lower 
cover the rose tools are to the corners with another 
floriated tool at sides, rose bush tool stamped above 
and below, central panels triple blind ruled in crossed 
diagonals, with Philipp Baumann’s armorial blind 
stamp (EDBD s016004), a fine Madonna and Child 
stamp (EDBD s016009), a small bird stamp (EDBD 
s016005) all stamped in centres, spine with large 
raised bands triple blind ruled at centre of 
compartments, early manuscript title at head, traces of 
clasps and ties, scattered worm holes in both covers. 
 

 
 
A splendid and most interesting copy of this finely printed 
incunable, exceptionally rare, with an equally rare early 
binding with armorial ownership stamps. This incunable is 
the only book assigned to this press at Venice. The distinctive 
armorial stamp on the covers are those of Philipp Bauman. 
Some have identified this stamp, and the other stamps 
associated with it (Designated to the same workshop [EDBD 
w002384] by the Deutsche Einbanddatenbank), as 
identifying a binder. While the stamp naming Philipp 
Baumann could perhaps identify the binder, Kyriss (GBJB 
1957) considered it an owner’s stamp, a view which seems to 
be born out by the relative rarity of the stamps, and the fact 
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that they generally do not appear in other combinations. Most 
interestingly all the known copies of books bearing 
Baumann’s stamps are also on law books, which probably 
identifies him as a lawyer or as a scholar of the law. It seems 
improbable that the only works surviving from one bindery 
were law books. Very few 15th-century ownership stamps are 
known at all, and such an early one with what is also 
probably the owners original purchase note make this copy 
particularly interesting. The Deutsche Einbanddatenbank 
states that the bindings with these stamps are South German 
though the purchase inscription recording its price of 5 rhenish 
gulden and dated Nuremberg, 1478 could probably help 
identify the precise location of the binding. There is no direct 
evidence that the purchase note is in Bauman’s hand but as 
the book was printed at Venice less than a year before it was 
bound it seems unlikely it could be another’s. 
 
The Super feudis is, an important commentary by the 
celebrated lawyer and judge, Jacobus Alvarotus, noted for his 
learning in both civil and canon law. Alvarotus was an 
eminent feudal lawyer, a native of Padua, who studied at the 
university there. Having obtained his degree, he lectured on 
feudal law for 16 years, probably at Padua. He subsequently 
filled the office of Judge in the cities of Florence and Siena. He 
died at the age of 68 in 1453. This was his major work, 
though some of his consilia were published in the C16th. 
GW had assigned one other edition to the Printer of the 1477 
Alvarotus, but CIBN has subsequently assigned it to Beretin 
Convento. 
 
His works are particularly rare: no copy of any 15th-century 
edition is recorded as having been on the market in over 60 
years. A beautiful and important copy, with interesting 
contemporary and early annotation. 
 
BMC V 259. Goff A-545. H 886. BSB-Ink A-457. 
Madsen 157. Sheehan: Vaticana I-153. ISTC 
ia00545000. 

K105 
 
2. AZO OF BOLOGNA [or Azzone da 
Bologna]. Brocardica sive generalia juris. 
 
Basel, Kaspar Herwagen [per Eusebium Episcopium, 
et Nicolai Episcopii haeredes], 1567, August. 

 
£1,850 

 
8vo. pp. [xx], 864, [lxxxiv]. Roman letter with some 
Italic. Small woodcut printer’s device on verso of last, 
floriated and white on black initials, “Caspar 
Heuchelin” in a near contemporary hand on t-p, ‘A F 
Ruhler’ in a later hand above “W Ashburner Firenze” 
1907 in pencil above that, with his stamp on verso of 
penultimate leaf, rare marginal notes in an early hand. 
Light age yellowing, occasional marginal spot or 
mark, autograph cut from margin of t-p, repair 
affecting a few words of privilege on verso. A very 

good, clean copy in a finely worked binding by Caspar 
Krafft the Younger of contemporary blindstamped 
pigskin over boards, covers triple blind ruled to a 
panel design, outer and middle panels with small 
heads in medallion rolls, central blindstamped panels 
of the figures of Justice, on upper cover, and Lucretia 
on lower, (dated 1562 with the monogram C. K.), 
spine with blind ruled raised bands, all edges blue 
(faded). 

 

 
 
Rare edition of this popular legal handbook by Portius Azo, 
who taught law at Bologna early in the thirteenth century, a 
list of opposing legal arguments or maxims (for and against) 
relating to common problems in civil and canon law. 
‘Brocardica’ i.e. ‘with protruding teeth’ is a term derived from 
the jargon of the Bologna law school meaning broadly couched 
legal arguments, especially pairs of conflicting arguments, for 
the solution of particular legal problems. Here Azo proposes 
arguments for and against a host of problems and gives 
solutions. The work deals with many subjects but particularly 
in detail with monetary law. “The position established by 
Pillius became part and parcel of the glossators’ monetary law. 
This was due to the authority attaching to the name of Azo, 
to whom a brocard is attributed in the Brocardia sive generalia 
iuris. This work was published under Azo’s name, and may 
be traced, at least for the greater part, to Otto Papiniensis, 
and dated to the end of the twelfth century. … The brocard 
starts with the juxtaposition of two opposing statements, each 
accompanied by a host of references, mostly to the texts of the 
Digest and Code but also to brocards within the same 
volume. ... Azo’s brocard was to feature as the controlling 
formula for the coming centuries. From 1250 onwards, we 
find Azo’s doctrine confirmed in the Bolognese Statutes.” 
John W. Cairns ‘The Creation of the Ius Commune: From 
Casus to Regula.’ “Early in the thirteenth century Portius 
Azo stood at the head of the Bolognese school of law which 
was accomplishing the resuscitation of the classical Roman 
law. He was the pupil of the celebrated Johannes Bassianus, 
and his fame so eclipsed all his contemporaries that in 1205 
Thomas of Marlborough, afterwards Abbot of Evesham, 
spent six months at Bologna hearing his lectures every day. 



SOKOL BOOKS LTD  Civil, Canon, and Common Law 

	 3 

Azo was saluted as “Master of all the Masters of the laws,” 
and the highest praise that could be given another canonist 
was to declare him to be “second only to Azo.” Savigrey says 
that Azo was alive as late as 1230. His chief work is a 
“Summa” of the first nine books of the Code, to which he 
added a “Summa” of the Institutes. No less than thirty-one 
editions appeared between 1482 and 1610; of which five are 
earlier than 1500. Throughout the Middle Ages these 
treatises were in highest repute.” Reverend Montague 
Summers. 
 
Caspar Heuchelin, jurist and scholar (1571-1626), was the 
author of many treatises, most often on legal questions, many 
of which were published at Tu ̈bingen such as “Tres Decades 
Selectiorum Iuris Controversi Quaestionum’, Tubingae 
1599, “Euphēmiai Ad Illustrissimi Principis, Ac Domini, 
Domini Augusti, Comitis Palatini” Tubingae 1599, and 
“Carmina gratulatoria In Laudem Et Honorem 
Ornatissimorum Doctissimorumque Iuvenum, DDnn 
Melchioris” Tubingae 1593. This contemporary binding 
was created in the workshop of Caspar Krafft the Younger, 
the well-known binder in Wittenberg, both covers are richly 
blindstamped with fine panels. A very good copy with most 
appropriate scholarly provenance. 
 
Not in BM STC Ger. C16th, Brunet, Graesse. 
 

L1778 
 

[BERGAMO]. Statuta magnificae communitatis 
Bergomi… 
 
Brescia, per Angelum & Iacobum fratres de 
britannicis, 18 December, 1491 

£12,500 
 
FIRST EDITION. Folio. 227 leaves (of 228, without 
a1 blank). a-c8, d-z6, &6, 96 ꝝ6, aa-ff6, gg8, hh6, (1-6)12, 
[hh6 blank], errata and table of contents at end. 44 
lines plus headline. Roman letter, some Gothic, 
capital spaces with guide-letters; faded manuscript 
annotations. A good, crisp, clean copy with excellent 
margins. Small marginal worm holes (2e3-2h6) and 
occasional splash or spot. In C18th Italian sheep, 
slightly rubbed, raised bands, gilt spine with green 
morocco label. Joints slightly cracked, some worm 
holes on spine. 

 
First and only incunable edition of the first printed statutes of 
Bergamo. Located in the north of Italy on the top of a foothill 
which stands out against a picturesque Alpine background, 
the oldest part of Bergamo is today known as Città Alta 
(High City). This magnificent fortified city is crowded with 
elegant palaces and imposing churches. For many centuries, 
Bergamo was a stronghold of great strategic importance for the 
domination of the Po valley. The city overlooks the border 
between Lombardy and the Veneto, once the rich Duchy of 
Milan and the Republic of Venice. Formerly a Milanese 

dominion, in 1428 Bergamo decided to accept the rule of 
Venice provided special autonomies and liberties were granted 
to its citizens, and it definitively passed under the protection 
of La Serenissima. 
 

 
 
This collection of rules and municipal laws evidences 
Bergamo’s privileged position, compared to other important 
cities of the Venetian terra firma. Indeed, Bergamo had its 
own laws. Drafted by a group of experts appointed by the 
people of Bergamo, the statutes’ aim is pointed out at the 
beginning of the text: to ensure the comfort and tranquilly of 
the entire city and its districts for the sake of ‘benevivere’, that 
is, quiet and peaceful everyday life. This work includes 
regulations and principles concerning all aspects of life in 
Bergamo and its countryside, starting from the election of the 
ruling bodies, such as the council of the elders, to 
administration, taxation, sanctions, salaries, relationships 
between citizens, litigation, crime and so on. The 
preservation of clean and safe water available at the city’s 
fountains for public use seems to have been a very relevant 
issue. 
 
One of the previous owners of the book, the great collector 
Michael Wodhull (1740-1816;	his acquisition note on fly. 
Pinelli Auction 2s 6d April 13 1789), was particularly 
struck by the cruelty of some of the punishments reserved to 
those who broke the law. His manuscript annotation on the 
recto of the rear endpaper (dated Dec. 22nd 1805) tells us: 
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‘…repeated mention of Torture, cutting out of Tongues & 
amputation of hands & Feet give a disgustful appearance to 
these Laws which too much resemble those of Draco…’. The 
work provides an extremely detailed account of general 
procedure in matter of criminal accusations, trials, 
imprisonment, and punishment, with a special attention to 
cases involving Jews. The list of crimes starts off with ‘minor’ 
offences: the offence against the authority (the city 
magistrates), the corruption of public officers, physical assault, 
street fights (with or without weapons) and riots, shoving or 
biting someone, throwing stones at people, singing out loud at 
night within the city walls, walking without carrying a light 
at night, and riding horses fast through the city centre. 
Punishment for these felonies consists either of a jail sentence 
or the payment of a fine, depending on their gravity. Anybody 
who swears to God and the Holy Virgin risks the loss of his 
tongue, while seditious citizens who plot against Bergamo or 
the state of Venice can face torture. However, nobody who has 
not yet reached the age of fourteen can be tortured. Incestuous 
intercourse will be punished with castration, or death. 
According to this compendium of inflexible laws, in which the 
echo of the Middle Ages still resounds, not only can sodomites 
incur the death penalty, but their bodies have to be burnt 
publicly. Thieves can meet death on the gallows, or suffer 
flagellation, branding, and the amputation of limbs. 
 
Goff S706; HC 14996; Pell Ms 10694; CIBN S-391; 
IGI 1490; Günt(L) 531; Voull(Bonn) 1084; Voull(B) 
2825; Walsh 3413, 3414; Bod-inc S-301; Sheppard 
5785; Pr 6987; BMC VII 976; GW M43668. 

K115 
 

4. BEUGHEM, Cornelis Van. Bibliographia juridica 
& politica novissima. 
 
Amsterdam, apud Janssonio-Waesbergios, 1680. 
 

£2,750 
 

 

FIRST EDITION. 12mo. pp. [xvi], 389, [iii]. 
Roman letter, some Italic and Gothic. Typographical 
ornament on title, small floriated woodcut initials, 
bibliographical note in slightly later hand on fly, early 
C18th engraved armorial bookplate on pastedown. 
Light age yellowing, tiny single wormhole in blank 
outer margin of last few quires, rare marginal spot. A 
very good copy, crisp and unusually clean, in 
contemporary vellum on boards, a little soiled at 
turnings, a.e.r. 
 
First edition of the first printed bibliography compiled by the 
preeminent Dutch C17 bibliographer Cornelius (or 
Cornelis) van Beughem. Having worked for J. Janssonius 
van Waesberge and other booksellers in Amsterdam, he 
started his own bookshop in his birthplace, Emmerich, in 
1680 the year he published this work. He went on, following 
its success, to publish a whole series of bibliographies: 
“Bibliotheca medica et physica,” 1681. “Gallia critica et 
experimentalis ab anno 1665 usque ad 1681,” 1683. An 
extremely useful index to the articles in the “Journal des 
Savans. “Bibliographia mathematica et artificiosa,” 1685, 
“Bibliographia historica, chronologica, et geographica,” 
1685, “Bibliographia | crudilorum critico-curiosa, seu 
apparatus ad historian! literariam,” 1689—1701, a general 
index to all the literary journals of his period and finally 
“Incunabula typographic, sive Catalogus librorum” Amst. 
1688, making him one of the greatest of early bibliographers. 
This first bibliography of his is divided in seven parts, each 
part concerning the legal and political books printed in 
different languages. They are then arranged alphabetically. 
Thus, the first and most substantial part concerns books in 
Latin and Greek. The fifth part deals with books published 
in English. The second part is on books in French, the third 
on books in Spanish and Portuguese, the forth Italian. The 
sixth and seventh parts, on German and Dutch books are 
printed in Gothic script. Beughem (c. 1637-1710) of 
Prussian origin, was "without doubt the foremost 
bibliographer of the seventeenth century" (Breslauer & Folter) 
who "provided for his contemporaries a series of bibliographies 
of outstanding usefullness, full, accurate, and intelligently 
compiled" (Besterman). Beughem can be justly considered the 
precursor to the great bookseller-bibliographers of the 19th 
century, although they were largely critical of his pioneering 
efforts. A very good copy of this rare and pioneering work. 
 
Besterman 2394-5. 

L2505 
 

POPULAR TEXTS OF CANON LAW 
 

5. BONIFACE VIII. Sextus decretalium liber…in 
Lugdunensi coniclio editus (with)Clementinarum 
Constitutionum liber. (with) Extravagantes communes a 
diversis Romanis Pontificibus…(with) Extravagantes seu 
constitutions viginti. 
 
Paris, Joannes Kerbriand, 1531.                        £1,750 
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4 works in 1, 8vo. ff. 78 [ii]; 36; 44; 20. Lettre 
Batârde, double column in red and black throughout, 
first and second titles within elaborate woodcut 
borders of jesters, fools, grotesques and foliage, full 
page printed diagram on last leaf of first work, fine 
woodcut initials in several series, summaries indicated 
with a charming red finger. One or two ink splashes 
here and there, a few very light spots to some leaves, 
a very good and clean copy in contemporary French 
calf gilt, covers with central floral tool within a gilt- 
and blind-ruled frame and fleurons at corners, narrow 
tear with lack to front cover, two wormholes, small 
parts of spine lacking, joints cracked. Early 
underlinings, early ms motto in blank portion of title 
'In valesta vera virtus' and 'Joannes' in the same hand 
on final page, contemporary ex-libris at head of title 
page of the Capuchins of Valence, 19th-century 
library stamp of a French seminary beneath. 
 

 
 
Early editions of four very popular texts of canon law, 
including the Decretals of Boniface VIII, one of the greatest 
jurists of his age. Although printed with their own title pages 
and sold separately, these works are sometimes preserved 
together, as here. Boniface VIII's decretals were first published 
in 1465, these works were published together in Basel in 
1511 in folio; these are reimpressions of the Paris editions of 
1523. 
 
Decretals are Papal letters that formulate decisions in 
ecclesiastical law. These make up most of the 'Corpus Juris'. 
They cover such topics as the ordination and privileges of 
priests and the election of bishops; the sacraments, including 
baptism (with a woodcut table of impediments) and the 
veneration of relics. The first text is the great work on canon 
law by Boniface VIII, who added a great deal to ecclesiastical 
legislation, which came to be known as the Liber Sextus (the 
Decretals of Gregory IX (1239) had consisted of five books). 
The Liber Sextus is glossed by Giovanni d'Andrea, one of 
the greatest canonists of his age, and the woodcut illustration 
on the final page is his 'Arbor Consanguinitatis'. The second 
text is by Clement V, who inaugurated the Avignon Papacy, 

after the condemnation of Boniface VIII as a heretic under 
pressure from the French King, Philip the Fair. The 
Extravagantes are the collections of decretals that were not 
included in any of the three official collections of decretals 
(including the Liber Sextus); they should be found in all 
complete editions of the Corpus Juris Canonici. When John 
XXII (1316-1334) published the decretals known as the 
Clementines, there already existed some pontifical 
documents, obligatory upon the whole Church but not 
included in the Corpus Juris; hence these decretals were called 
Extravagantes. In 1325 Zenselinus de Cassanis added a 
gloss to twenty constitutions of Pope John XXII, and named 
this collection Viginti Extravagantes pap Joannis XXII. The 
others were known as "Extravagantes communes", a title 
given to the collection by Jean Chappuis in the Paris edition 
of the Corpus Juris. He adopted the systematic order of the 
official collections of canon law, and classified in a similar way 
the Extravagantes commonly met with in the editions of the 
Corpus Juris. 
 
All four texts in this edition are rare: COPAC records one 
copy only of all four together (at Glasgow), and only one copy 
has sold at auction in the last 30 years; RLG records one copy 
only of three of the texts (at Harvard) and none of the 
Extravagantes communes. 
 
Adams B-2440 (part I only); Index Aureliensis 
122.004 (part I only); not in BM STC Fr., Brunet or 
Graesse. 

L577 
 

IN NEAR ORIGINAL CONDITION 
 

6. BOTONE, Bernard of. Glossa ordinaria on 
Gregory IX’s Decretals, decorated manuscript in Latin on 
parchment, in its medieval binding. 
 
South-eastern Germany, later 13th century. 
 

£97,500 
 

320 by 225mm, 133 leaves (plus 1 original endleaf at 
front, and another 2 at back), wanting a gathering and 
a few leaves at end of codex (but in this state since the 
fourteenth or early fifteenth century), else complete, 
collation: ivii12, viii8, ix9 (last a blank cancel), x-
xi12, xii8 (viii and ix wanting), double column, 53 
lines in a minute and precise university bookhand, 
paragraph marks and running titles in red and blue, 
small initials in same with contrasting penwork, one 
large variegated initial ‘R’ on frontispiece with 
elaborate penwork and blue leaf-shapes, one or 2 
leaves with sections of blank borders cut away, some 
cockling and discolouration to edges of leaves 
(notably top and bottom of volume), with losses to 
blank edges of some leaves and parchment brittle in 
places, else good and presentable with wide and clean 
margins, fourteenth- or early fifteenth-century 
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binding of blind-tooled pigskin with panels formed of 
triple fillets enclosing small flower heads, with 
transparent horn nameplate nailed to upper board 
(discoloured through age, but with “[…]sus Bernardi 
… decretales” in apparent fourteenth-century script 
visible on parchment slip underneath), binding 
fragments of a bifolium and a long strip cut from 
German manuscripts of the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries, and one medieval metal boss on front 
board, the 4 on back board wanting, stubs of 2 clasps, 
back board much lighter than front due to centuries 
of storage in medieval style (see below), some slight 
cracking along spine and small scuffs to boards, but 
solid. 
 

 
 
With potential accidental damage from damp, fire, sunlight 
and a multitude of other threats, as well as a preference for 
spotless and easy to handle (and thus new) bindings by 
centuries of modern librarians and owners, the odds are against 
any book surviving in its medieval binding. However, a tiny 
percentage of the total extant do so, and each has some 
importance to the history of the book. Here the front board is 
slightly more discoloured than the back, due to its being stored 
in the medieval monastic fashion (lying flat on its back on a 
shallow shelf leaving just its top and nameplate visible) for 
much of its life. That is also why the horn nameplate, in itself 
a rare survival, sits at the head of the front board, and the 
bosses once on the boards were intended to lift the volume 
when on this shelf, slightly above the surface and away from 
any possible damp which might seep in and cause its 
destruction. Such bosses, of course, became awkward 
protrusions later when the book was stacked as we now do on 

its lower end side-by- side with other books, and were 
removed. 
 
This was an important book in the medieval monastic library 
it survived in, containing a crucial explanatory gloss on the 
fundamental law text of the Middle Ages, Gregory IX’s 
Decretals. Law was among the chief subjects taught in Italian 
universities in the thirteenth century, and Bernard of Botone 
(also of Parma, his birthplace), studied law there and 
subsequently taught in Bologna University. He stands in a 
line of great medieval legal authorities, having studied under 
Tancred of Germany (d. 1230/36) and had William 
Durand (d. 1296) as his pupil. In later life, he served as 
chancellor of the university and as chaplain to Pope Innocent 
IV. This work was his magnum opus, completed just before 
his death in 1263/66. 
 

 
 
Provenance: 
1. Most probably written and decorated in a university centre 
in south-Eastern Germany, (perhaps Leipzig) by scribes and 
artists familiar with both Italian script and French methods of 
decoration. 
 
2. In a German monastic or Cathedral chapter library within 
a century, and then in the condition it is now (having lost a 
gathering and a few leaves from its end). There it was 
completed with an index on its last endleaves and bound up 
into its current binding. 
 
3. Doubtless entering private hands during the dispersal of 
German monastic libraries under the Secularisation in the 
opening years of the nineteenth century.                        K93 
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PRINTING AND THE MIND OF MAN 
 
7. BRACTON, Henry. De legibus et consuetudinibus 
Angliae. 
 
London, Richard Tottell, 1569. 

£9,750 
 
FIRST EDITION, folio., ff (xvi) 444. Roman letter, 
index in italic, very large historiated initial repeated, 
others white on black. Autograph of John Thomas, 17 
June 1597 at head of t-p, intermittent marginalia in 
same hand plus some later in pencil. A little foxing, 
blank upper outer tip of t-p torn away, ms 'H.J. 
Milman 1873' on fly. A good, clean, well-margined 
copy in handsome recent oxblood calf, ruled and 
panelled in blind, central ornament to covers. 
 
Divided into five books, each subdivided into chapters with 
subheadings whose contents are listed in detail in the extensive 
index in order of appearance, Bracton's 'De Legibus', 
completed in the 1250s, occupies a unique position in the 
history of the common law. It is the first attempt to treat the 
whole extent of English law in a manner both systematic and 
practical, it constitutes the first modern English law book and 
it is the outstanding legal work of any English writer of the 
Middle Ages. Bracton's encyclopaedic work was essentially 
practical, designed for judges and lawyers dealing with the 
cases which arose on a daily basis throughout the kingdom – 
he cites some four hundred and fifty of them in support of the 
principles which he enunciates in the clearest and most reliable 
manner. 
 
An ecclesiastic as well as for a quarter of a century one of the 
first professional judges, he has sometimes been accused of 
Romanising English law but more accurately he systematised 
the results which a series of clerical judges, familiar with both 
the civil and common law codes, had already achieved in 
supplementing the inadequacies of the common law. Bracton 
restricted himself to the strictly practical purpose of describing 
the law he applied, he does not indulge in theoretic 
speculation. The superior quality of his work over all others 
made its influence both immediate and enduring. Coke had a 
high respect for it and cited Bracton freely, both in his 
judgements and commentary on Littleton, Bradshaw relied on 
it in his judgement of Charles I and Milton in his 'Defence 
of the People of England. It constitutes one of the single 
greatest influences in moulding the common law of England 
of which it is “a statement so detailed and accurate that there 
is nothing to match it in the whole of the literature of the 
Middle Ages” Vinogradoff. 
 
Remarkably this first edition was not superseded. The next, 
not until 1640, is a mere reprint and no other appeared until 
Twiss' in the late 19th C - succinctly dismissed by Maitland 
as 6 volumes of rubbish. A more scholarly version was 
published by the Selden Society in parts between 1968 and 
1977. 

STC 3475. Lowndes I 250 “the best of the judicial 
classics”. “A model for legal literature until the 
present day.” Barnes, cit. Printing and the Mind of 
Man 89. 

L739a 
 

PRINTING AND THE MIND OF MAN 
 
8. BRACTON, Henry. De legibus et consuetudinibus 
Angliae. 
 
London, Richard Tottell, 1569. 

£7,750 
 
FIRST EDITION, folio., ff (xvi) 444. Roman letter, 
index in italic, very large historiated initial repeated, 
others white on black. Uniform age yellowing, 
autograph of C O'Dunne at head of t-p (remounted 
at gutter as a little short), C19 bibl. notes along inner 
margin, on fly and versos and last. Armorial 
bookplates of O'Dunne and John Foster of Lincoln's 
Inn (C18) on pastedown and Ralph Barnes on fly. A 
good copy in full modern calf antique, central 
arabesques to covers. 
 
Divided into five books, each subdivided into chapters with 
subheadings whose contents are listed in detail in the extensive 
index in order of appearance, Bracton's 'De Legibus', 
completed in the 1250s, occupies a unique position in the 
history of the common law. It is the first attempt to treat the 
whole extent of English law in a manner both systematic and 
practical, it constitutes the first modern English law book and 
it is the outstanding legal work of any English writer of the 
Middle Ages. Bracton's encyclopaedic work was essentially 
practical, designed for judges and lawyers dealing with the 
cases which arose on a daily basis throughout the kingdom – 
he cites some four hundred and fifty of them in support of the 
principles which he enunciates in the clearest and most reliable 
manner. An ecclesiastic as well as for a quarter of a century 
one of the first professional judges, he has sometimes been 
accused of Romanising English law but more accurately he 
systematised the results which a series of clerical judges, 
familiar with both the civil and common law codes, had 
already achieved in supplementing the inadequacies of the 
common law. Bracton restricted himself to the strictly practical 
purpose of describing the law he applied, he does not indulge 
in theoretic speculation. The superior quality of his work over 
all others made its influence both immediate and enduring. 
Coke had a high respect for it and cited Bracton freely, both 
in his judgements and commentary on Littleton, Bradshaw 
relied on it in his judgement of Charles I and Milton in his 
'Defence of the People of England. It constitutes one of the 
single greatest influences in moulding the common law of 
England of which it is “a statement so detailed and accurate 
that there is nothing to match it in the whole of the literature 
of the Middle Ages” Vinogradoff. 
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Remarkably this first edition was not superseded. The next, 
not until 1640, is a mere reprint and no other appeared until 
Twiss' in the late 19th C - succinctly dismissed by Maitland 
as 6 volumes of rubbish. A more scholarly version was 
published by the Selden Society in parts between 1968 and 
1977. 
 
STC 3475. Lowndes I 250 “the best of the judicial 
classics”. “A model for legal literature until the 
present day.” Barnes, cit. Printing and the Mind of 
Man 89, "the classical exposition of the common law", 
D M Stenton (ibid). 

L947 
 
9. BRETON, John le. Britton. 
 
London, In Flete strete by me Robert Redman 
dwellyng in saynt Dunstones parysshe at the signe of 
the George, [1533?]. 

£9,500 
 

FIRST EDITION. 8vo. ff. [vi], lxiiii, lxvi-Clxxv, 
Clxxv-CCxxxvii [i.e. CCxxxviii], CCxl-CCxlix, 
CCxlv-CClxxxvii, [i]. [Maltese cross]6, A-X8, 2A-
2P8, 2Q4. Black letter. Woodcut royal arms on t-p, 
Redman’s white on black woodcut device on verso of 
last, white on black tail-piece, small woodcut initials, 
engraved armorial bookplate of the English 
mathematician and astronomer Richard Towneley 
(1629-1707), dated 1702, on verso of title, ms shelf 
mark on t-p. Light mostly marginal age yellowing, 
edges of first leaves a little chipped, rare marginal mark 
or spot, library blind stamp to lower edges. A very 
good copy with good margins in modern calf antique. 
 

 
 
First edition of this important summary of English law, the 
oldest English book in Law-French, probably ordered by 
Edward I in his desire to produce a digest of English law 
similar to Justinian's Institutes. “Britton, the title of the 
earliest summary of the law of England in the French tongue, 
which purports to have been written by command of King 

Edward I. The origin and authorship of the work have been 
much disputed. It has been attributed to John le Breton, 
bishop of Hereford, on the authority of a passage found in 
some MSS. of the history of Matthew of Westminster; there 
are difficulties, however, involved in this theory, inasmuch as 
the bishop of Hereford died in 1275, whereas allusions are 
made in Britton to several statutes passed after that time, and 
more particularly to the well-known statute Quia emptores 
terrarum, which was passed in 1290. It was the opinion of 
Selden that the book derived its title from Henry de Bracton, 
the last of the chief justiciaries, whose name is sometimes 
spelled in the fine Rolls “Bratton” and “Bretton”, and that 
it was a royal abridgment of Bracton’s great work on the 
customs and laws of England, with the addition of certain 
subsequent statutes. The arrangement, however, of the two 
works is different, and but a small proportion of Bracton’s 
work is incorporated in Britton. The work is entitled in an 
early MS. of the 14th century, which was once in the 
possession of Selden, and is now in the Cambridge university 
library, Summa de legibus Anglie que vocatur Bretone; and 
it is described as “a book called Bretoun” in the will of 
Andrew Horn, the learned chamberlain of the city of London, 
who bequeathed it to the chamber of the Guildhall in 1329, 
together with another book called Mirroir des Justices. Britton 
was first printed in London by Robert Redman, without a 
date, probably about the year 1530.” Hugh Chisolm. The 
work provides a very good overall view of British medieval 
law. 
Robert Redman (d.1540) was based in London from around 
1525, when he printed an edition of ‘Magna Carta’. He 
aroused the resentment of Henry VIII’s printer, Richard 
Pynson, by breaking Pynson’s near monopoly on the 
production of law books, eventually becoming the dominant 
printer in that speciality. In his edition of Littleton’s 
‘Tenures’, which Redman had also printed, Pynson made an 
ad hominem attack on his ‘unscrupulous rival’: ‘Redman, 
sed verius Rudeman, quia inter mille homines rudiorem haud 
facile invenies’. Redman had his revenge, when, on Pynson’s 
death in 1529, he took over his rival’s Fleet Street offices and 
materials. In the following year, he also began to use Pynson’s 
device. Richard Towneley was an English mathematician 
and astronomer from Towneley near Burnley, Lancashire. 
He was the nephew of Christopher Towneley, who 
corresponded with a group of seventeenth century astronomers 
in the north of England which included Jeremiah Horrocks, 
William Crabtree and William Gascoigne, the pioneer 
astronomers who laid the groundwork for research astronomy 
in the UK. An investigation carried out with the physician 
Henry Power, followed by correspondence with Robert Boyle, 
showed the relationship between the pressure and volume of 
gas in a closed system and led to the formulation of Boyle's 
Law, or as Boyle named it, Mr. Towneley's hypothesis. He 
introduced John Flamsteed to the micrometre and invented the 
deadbeat escapement used in two clocks in the Greenwich 
Observatory. 
 
ESTC S106708. STC 3803.                              L1780 
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10. CARACCIOLO, Marino II, Prince of 
Avellino. Highly decorative and unusually large law degree 
certificate. 
 
Naples, 1627, 8th June. 

£3,750 
 

 
Manuscript in brown ink on fine vellum (56 x 76 cm), 
42 lines including ornamental heading gilt, ornate 
floral decorations in blue, magenta and orange, in a 
legible humanist minuscule, several words in gilt 
capitals, outer and upper margins with wide 
ornamental borders in five colours and gilt, 
incorporating two coats-of arms, two portrait 
medallions in corners and one medallion depicting 
the Virgin consoling Christ on the Cross; small hole 
in lower margin and semi-circular from lower edge 
slightly, affecting ornamental border (perhaps due to 
loss of seal). A very good copy, lightly spotted in 
places; mounted, framed and glazed. 
 
This splendid late humanist document conferring a law degree 
from Naples University to the 21-year old Giovanni Tomaso 
Campora (of the Neapolitan family now known as 
Acampora, or D’Acampora) was issued under the auspices of 

Marino Caracciolo, member of one of the most powerful 
Neapolitan patrician families. Marino II was Lord High 
Chancellor of the kingdom, and as such had the right to grant 
the doctor’s cap or laurea. As Prince of Avellino (1617-30) 
his Southern Italian town grew considerably and developed 
into a regional cultural centre. The court attracted artists and 
writers, such as Giambattista Basile, renowned for one of the  

 
earliest collections of fairy tales in Europe, the Neapolitan  
Cunto delli cunti. Campora passed his degree of canon and 
civil law ‘summo cum honore, maximisque laudibus’ and this 
certificate, intended for display, entitles him to ‘lecture on both 
laws, interpret, comment and practice it’. One of the coat-of-
arms is that of Caracciolo, it contains a depiction of the golden 
fleece of the Imperial order of which he was a knight. The 
other is most likely the Compara family. In the upper corners 
are portraits of Saint Francis Xavier, the co-founder of the 
Society of Jesus, depicted as usual with his hands crossed in 
front of his chest. The other – fictitious – is that of Thomas 
Aquinas, one of the most notable alumni of the University of 
Naples. 
 
Mss of this type are not uncommon but the dimensions, 
richness, and quality of the decoration of this example are 
exceptional. 

CJS3 
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A RENAISSANCE TREASURE STYLE 
BINDING 

 
11. CATHOLIC CHURCH, CURIA. Bullae et 
statuta officii septem sedis apostolicae protonotariorum in 
Curia Romana participandum. 
 
Rome, not before 1556, 1621-1661 and 1825. 
 

£49,500 
 

 
 
Manuscript on Vellum. Large 4to. pages 191/2cm x 
27cm; 4 ruled and blank ll., 69 numbered pages of 
text, further 45 ll ruled and blank. Pp. 1-43 in elegant 
brown C16th cancellaresca formata, headings in red., 
43-56 in C17th humanistic hand with separated 
letters, p. 57-64 in more ornate vernacular variant, last 
in C19 copperplate, on uniform high quality vellum. 
In a stunning unrestored Roman binding, probably 
last quarter of the C16 in purple velvet over wooden 
boards, 8 large rectangular gilt metal cornerpieces 
depicting scenes from the life of Christ, large central 
gilt oval on upper cover depicting a protonotary 
vested formally with quill and book within carved and 
chiselled floral surround, oval with similar border on 
lower ‘VII VIRORUM PROTONOTAR. 
BULLAE AC. STATUTA’ inscribed on central 
ornamental panel. Four richly carved gilt metal clasps, 

one loosening, catches lacking, velvet worn on spine 
and edges. 
An exceptional ms. copy of the papal bulls and statutes setting 
out the duties powers and privileges of the Apostolic 
Protonotaries of the Roman Church from the 1560’s until 
the early C19th. This was the, or an official copy used either 
by the Protonotarial office or by one of their number, perhaps 
the figure depicted in the gilt oval on the upper cover. The 
papal Bulls forming and reforming the office from Callistus to 
Adrian VI occupy the first 21 pages, the relevant statutes pp. 
23-43 and further Bulls of Urban VIII and Alexander VII 
from pp 43-59. Pp. 60-64 comprise the agreement of the 
protonotaries drafted 21st September 1661 concerning the 
division of their emoluments, signed by each of them and 
formally attested by the Curial pro-secretary Giovani 
Manfroni and the final pages the reforms of Gregory XVI. 

 

 
 
The Protonotaries Apostolic were members of the highest 
college of prelates of the Roman Curia, deriving their office 
from the seven regional notaries of Rome in late antiquity, 
and the senior lawyer-administrators of the C16 Catholic 
church charged with the issue of Papal Bulls and other 
legislative or quasi legislative Papal documents. On the 
further development of Papal administration, secular and 
religious, they remained the supreme palace notaries of the 
Papal Chancery and in the middle ages were very high 
ranking officials. Sixtus V increased their number to 12, 
though ‘honories’ were also appointed, Gregory XVI re-
established the college of real protonotaries with seven members 
in 1838. The pronotarial office is of particular interest as at 
the same time the precursor of the modern state bureaucracy 
and a functional link with the ancient world. 
 
This remarkably beautiful almost ‘treasure’ binding is an 
extremely scarce survivor of a binding style typical of de luxe 
presentation copies from the mid C15 to mid C17 centuries. 
Unfortunately plush velvet is not a durable material and gilt 
ornaments tended to part company with their binding at the 
first opportunity. It is of the utmost rarity to find one on the 
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market intact with all its ornaments in place. The eight 
cornerpieces (approximately 4 x 41/2” including frame) 
recount sequentially the events of the Passion from the 
Garden of Gethsemane to Burial in the Tomb. The 
representations are life like, the action vivid and the relief and 
general condition is excellent. They were probably made for 
and are certainly contemporary with the binding. They are 
almost certainly Roman (cf Rossi Placchette 65 -151 and 
may derive from the frescos of Sebastiano del Piombo in the 
church of San Pietro in Montorio in Rome, at least one of 
which according to Vasari is according to designs given him by 
Michelangelo. The four clasps are likely to form part of the 
same set. 
 
The two central ornaments are somewhat lighter in style and 
of sharper execution on finer metal, the work of a gem carver 
or expert goldsmith. The designer was clearly influenced by 
Renaissance Mannerism but the approach of the baroque is 
sensible. The upper cover figure may well be modelled on a 
monumental sculpture of the period whilst the lower suggests 
a copy of a sculptural stemma, perhaps from the wall of the 
Protonotarial office itself. The feeling for the monumental and 
architectural combined with a fineness of detail points towards 
the body of work generally attributed to Guglielmo de la Porta 
1490-1577. There is stylistic similarity too between the 
cornerpieces and certain of De la Porta’s known work eg. the 
silver plaque of the flagellation now in the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art. Interestingly De La Porta also 
worked under the influence of Michelangelo and his workshop 
specialised in the manufacture of bronzes of contemporary art. 
 

L1159 
 
12. CORPUS JURIS CIVILIS. Tomus primus, quo 
continentur institutionum libri quatuor, et digestorum siue 
pandectarum libri quinquaginta. Tomus secundus, quo 
continentur d. Iustiniani codicis, libri 12….. 
 
Amsterdam, apud Ioannem Blaeu Ludov. et Da. 
Elzeuirios et Lugduni Batauorum : apud Franciscum 
Hackium, 1664. 

£950 
 
8vo. Two vols in one. pp. [xxiv], 1037, [iii], 820, [iv]. 
Roman letter, some greek, double column. Fine 
engraved architectural title page with figure of Justice 
above, small woodcut initials, vellum tabs at 
beginning of each chapter, eighteenth century 
engraved bookplate of “Bened. Guil Zahnii” on 
pastedown, autographs of three generations of 
Gurssen family of Gottingen dated 1825, 1869 and 
1905 on fly, occasional underlining and marginal 
notes. Light age yellowing with some light foxing in 
places, minor water staining, a little heavier at end. A 
very good copy in contemporary blind tooled pigskin, 
covers triple blind ruled to a panel design with small 
heads in medallion rolls, blind ruled lozenge at 
centres, spine with blind ruled raised bands, all edges 

blue, edges tabulated in accordance with the book 
numbering of the text for fast and easy reference. 

 

 
 
First Elzevir edition of this finely printed “Corpus Juris 
Civilis” with the text alone and no commentary, much 
sought after for the beauty and elegance of the printing and the 
correctness of the text, especially the incredibly small and fine 
Roman and Greek type. “Ces deux volumes sont imprimés 
avec une grande perfection et fort recherchés. Ils ne sont pas 
dus aux presses des Elzèvirs, puisqu’on lit a la fin du second 
volume, ex typographie Joannis Blaeu; cependant on a 
l’habitude de les leur attribuer, et ces habiles imprimeurs ont 
concouru a leur publications, du moins comme associes.” 
Simon Bérard, ‘Essai bibliographique sur les éditions des 
Elzevirs.’ The Corpus Juris Civilis is the most 
comprehensive code of Roman law and the basic document of 
all modern civil law. Compiled by order of Byzantine 
Emperor Justinian I, the first three parts appeared between 
529 and 535 and were the work of a commission of 17 jurists 
presided over by the eminent jurist Tribonian. The Corpus 
Juris was an attempt to systematise Roman law, to reduce it 
to order after over 1,000 years of development. The resulting 
work was more comprehensive, systematic, and thorough than 
any previous work of that nature, including the Theodosian 
Code. The four parts of the Corpus Juris are the Institutes, a 
general introduction to the work and a general survey of the 
whole field of Roman law; the Digest or Pandects, by far the 
most important part, intended for practitioners and judges and 
containing the law in concrete form plus selections from 39 
noted classical jurists such as Gaius, Paulus, Ulpian, 
Modestinus, and Papinian; the Codex or Code, a collection 
of imperial legislation since the time of Hadrian; and the 
Novels or Novellae, compilations of later imperial legislation 
issued between 535 and 565 but never officially collected. 
Copies of this written body of Roman law survived the 
collapse of the Roman empire and avoided the fate of earlier 
legal texts—notably those of the great Roman jurist Gaius. 
With the revival of interest in Roman law (especially at 
Bologna) in the 11th cent., the Corpus Juris was studied and 
commented on exhaustively by many scholars. Jurists and 
scholars trained in this Roman law played a leading role in 
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the creation of national legal systems throughout Europe, and 
the Corpus Juris Civilis thus became the ultimate model and 
inspiration for the legal system of virtually every continental 
European nation. The name Corpus Juris Civilis was first 
applied to the collection by the 16th-century jurist Denys 
Godefroi. 
 
Willems 1323. “Edition recherchée a cause de sa belle 
execution typographique”. 

CJS1 
 

THE BALUZE – DE ROTHESAY – SCHIFF 
COPY 

 
13. CORVINUS, Johannes Arnold. Postumus 
Pacianus seu Definitiones.. 
 
Amsterdam, Louis Elzevir, 1643. 

£1,950 
 
FIRST EDITION. 12mo, pp. [12], 499, [81]. 
Roman letter, little Italic and Greek; printer’s device 
on title, floriated initials; pin hole at blank head of 
title, tiny rustspot to outer lower margin of p. 193, 
tiny splash to (a)10 in final index; A very good copy 
in early nineteenth-century straight-grained dark 
blue morocco, by Simier, gilt border with palmette 
and flowers, central coat of arms of Lord Stuart de 
Rothesay (1779-1845); spine elaborately gilt with 
floral decoration and title, a. e. g., marbled 
pastedowns and endpapers; corners and head of spine 
very lightly rubbed; ex libris label of the American 
banker Mortimer Loeb Schiff (1877-1931) on front 
pastedown, late seventeenth-century inscription 
‘Stephanus Baluzius Tutelensis’ lightly faint at foot of 
title. 

 
 

Elegantly bound first edition of a legal university textbook 
published by the Elzevir press in the distinctive portable 
format. Johannes Arnold Corvinus (c.1582-1650) was a 
Dutch jurist, Arminian minister and practitioner in 
Amsterdam. A follower of Hugo Grotius, he authored several 
pamphlets and essays as well as a few influential textbooks on 
Roman law for higher education. Postumus Pacianus is 
named after the Italian Calvinist Giulio Pace (1550-1635), 

who taught law and philosophy successfully throughout 
Europe and published a long-lasting edition of Aristotle’s 
Organon. Corvinus dedicated this work to the city council of 
Leiden and to any young student of law eager to learn more. 
 
This copy belonged to Etienne Baluze (1630–1718), a 
prominent French bibliophile, Latin philologist, Church 
historian and professor of canon law at the Collége Royal in 
Paris. Baluze is mostly famous for having served Jean-
Baptiste Colbert as keeper of his legendary library. Baluze’s 
vast personal collection of books and manuscripts, including a 
significant portion of Mazarin’s papers, was sold at auction 
by Martin and Baudot in 1719. Later in the century, the 
book was acquired by Charles, 1st Baron Stuart of Rothesay 
(1779-1845). A major figure of British diplomacy during 
the Napoleonic wars and the Restoration, he was ambassador 
to Portugal, the Netherlands, Spain and, most importantly, 
to the France of Louis XVIII between 1815 and 1824. 
Probably during the later period, Stuart commissioned this 
fine morocco binding to the Parisian family workshop Simier. 
Not in Brunet or Graesse. Willems, 996. 
 

L2208 
 

IN A FINE CONTEMPORARY OXFORD 
BINDING 

 
14. [COSIN, Richard]. An apologie for sundrie 
proceedings by iurisdiction ecclesiastical, of late times by some 
challenged, and also diversely by them impuned. 
 
London, Deputies of Christopher Barker, 1593. 
 

£2,750 
 

4to. 3 parts in 1. pp. [xxx] 130 [x] 140 [ii] [iv] 255 [i]. 
Roman letter, woodcut initials and ornaments. A 
little occasional marginal age discolouration, a few 
small creases. A very good, clean copy in a particularly 
fine contemporary Oxford binding, possibly by 
Dominique Pinart, of blindtooled calf, covers with 
Renaissance-motif roll tooled borders [Oldham 
MW.a (1) and FP.g (9)], flyleaves from a black letter 
Latin dictionary. A few textual wormholes to lower 
cover, upper joint a little cracked at head, lacking ties. 
Extensive contemporary notes on flys and blank 
portions of first title in two or possibly three hands, 
occasional marginalia, 19th-c armorial bookplate of 
the Earls of Macclesfield inside upper cover, their 
armorial blindstamp to title and next two leaves. 
 
The second - greatly expanded - edition of Cosin's "learned 
and excellent work" (Lowndes), the first (1591) having been 
printed in only 40 copies. Cosin (c. 1549 - 1597), was an 
ecclesiastical lawyer on the Court of High Commission, and 
Vicar General of the Province of Canterbury. Here, he 
defends the authority of the ecclesiastical courts, explains and 
justifies their procedures and refutes attacks on the 'ex officio' 
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oath defendants were required to swear, which was used in the 
repression of Puritanism. This oath required the examinee to 
answer faithfully any question he might be asked. It had been 
widely criticised as being redolent of the methods of the 
Inquisition, and it was in response to the leading Puritan 
lawyer, James Morice's, attack on its lawfulness in his 'Brief 
treatise of Oathes' that Cosin wrote the present reply. Cosin 
was an important figure in discrediting the Puritan 
movement, which had gained strength under the lenient 
tenure of Edmund Grindal as Archbishop of Canterbury and 
which his successor, John Whitgift, tried to suppress. The 
work closes with Lancelot Andrews' tour de force oration on 
oaths given at the Divinity School in Cambridge in July 
1591, in an erudite mixture of Latin, Hebrew and Greek. 
 

 
 
Dominique Pinart was a French binder working in Oxford 
from the early 1580s (see Mirjam Foot's The Decorated 
Bindings in the Marsh's Library, p. 23). The present 
binding is not only attractive and well-preserved, it is also 
unsophisticated and carries strong, clear and largely still sharp 
impressions of its Renaissance tooling. 
 
STC 5821; Lowndes II, p. 529; Milward, Religious 
Controversies of the Elizabethan Age, 381. 

L547 
 

15. [COUTUMES DE PROVENCE]. Arrest par 
lequel est p[ro]hibe et defendu a tous Prelatz/ 
Chapitres/Prieurs/Vicaires/ et administrateurs des Eglises de 
ne faire aucune exactions…donne par la court de Parlement 
de Provence le dixneuviesme de Febvrier Mil cinq cens 
quarante troys... 
 
[Avignon], Np., no printer [Bernard de Channey?], 
not before 19th February 1543. 

£1,950 
4to. ff. [iv]. Lettre Batârde, varied woodcut initials 
(some with little portraits, others with foliate 

decoration), woodcut arms of the Duchy of Provence 
on the verso of final leaf. A few very light dampstains, 
an attractive well-margined copy with occasional 
contemporary marginalia, in modern boards by 
Laurenchet, spine gilt. 
 
A rare and early collection of five Provencal arrests, a searing 
condemnation of corruption in Aix. The first two are 
indictments of the financial and moral corruption of the clergy 
of Aix, and its convents, which, instead of administering 'le 
service divin…se livre a des actes de paillardise non 
convenables a la devotion chretienne'. The next denounces the 
corruption of the merchants of Aix, whose monopolies led to 
the exploitation of the populace ('les grands officiers et majeurs 
mangent de la bonne chair et la populaire est mal servi'), with 
particular emphasis on the town's butcher (who sold dirty and 
diseased meat), and goes on to attack the general corruption 
and bribery in the region and the bureaucratic indifference 
which has allowed the corruption to continue ('le lieutenant 
general qui a la superintendence n'en tient compte et faict 
l'endormy'). The arret concludes 'il faut tout changer' and 
threatens heavy fines for future malefactors. The last two 
attack corruption among notaries and the resale of mortgages 
in the town. Unlike most legal works the engaging text is of 
a Rabelasian humour and directness, e.g. "l'avocat et 
procureur du Roy au siege sont esturdis d'une teste de veau". 
 
While a complete work in itself, this arrest may well 
originally have been bound up with other related works of 
coutumes, or legal customs of the various towns and regions of 
France, and indeed Fairfax Murray's copy was in just such a 
sammelband. Fairfax- Murray tentatively ascribes the work 
to Jean de Channey in Lyon, on the basis that in his copy, 
the present work was bound with that printer's 1536-1540 
'Ordonnances'. This however, seems inadequate. De 
Channey was a printer of long standing in Avignon, but 
Baudrier, puts his date of death between 1536-8. It is 
therefore possible that his son, Bernard, who is known to have 
printed the title pages for the 'Ordonnances' in 1540 in order 
to sell them (cf. Betz, Répertoire bibliographique des livres 
imprimés en France, vol. 6), may have printed the present 
'Arrest', often bound with the previous work. Fairfax-
Murray 411 (pt 2); Brunet II, 388; cf. Baudrier X, 291; 
not in Graesse; one recorded copy only in France, at 
Grenoble. 

L467 
 
16. CZECH LAWS, RENEWED LAND 
ORDER OF 1627. Obnovené právo a Zrízení zemské 
dedicného království Ceského. 
 
[Prague], 1627. 

£13,500 
 
Folio. [iii] 238 [v] ll. unsigned and unpaginated. 
Binding 22 x 30.3cm, text block 13 x 24cm, approx. 
32 lines per page. Black ink in a cursive Czech hand, 
sidenotes in Gothic and addenda in a German Gothic 
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hand. contemp ms. herbal remedies on ffeps. larger 
headings, sidenotes, and an index, title with elaborate 
ink flourishes. Some age yellowing, a very good, clean 
copy, all edges black. In black calf over wooden 
boards, spine with raised bands, lacking clasps. 
Ownership inscription of Jana Vacsl. Rozumasky, 
1884, on fly. 
 

 
 
A very rare, elegantly written manuscript in Czech of the 
entire legal resettlement of Bohemia carried out by Holy 
Roman Emperor Ferdinand II (1578-1637). After his 
victory at the Battle of White Mountain (1620) over 
Frederick V, Elector Palatine, Ferdinand determined to 
eliminate any Protestant threat to his power and consolidate 
Hapsburg control over Bohemia. The ordinances contained 
here overturn Rudolph II's 1609 Letter of Majesty that 
codified religious tolerance, and forbid all confessions except 
Catholicism and Judaism. They abolish the elective 
monarchy, destroying the balance of power between estates 
and consolidating all power in the Emperor, while restoring 
the once disenfranchised Catholic clergy to the first estate. 
Legislative power is confined entirely to Ferdinand, and his 
role in hearing appeals from the courts equally strengthened. 
The oath of allegiance is revised; once sworn to the 
commonwealth, it is now to the king alone and the continuing 
possession of public office, position, and estates dependend on 
this oath being taken. In addition, patents to the nobility 
become entirely at the discretion of the King, who in turn 
sidestepped the tradition of appointing only Bohemian natives 

and moved the court from Prague to Vienna. The changes 
introduced here resulted in the reassignment of over one-half 
of all estates in Bohemia, much of the primarily Protestant 
nobility was effectively dispossessed, fled as rebels or faced 
execution. 
 
Consistent with this policy of 'Hapsburgisation' these 
ordinances also elevated the German language to the same 
official status as Czech, although by 1627 it was already the 
language spoken at Court. A German edition of these 
ordinances was printed in 1627 as Verneuerte 
Landesordnung des Erbkönigreichs Böhaimb, with an 
incomplete Czech edition including only articles up to F.1 
(about 1/3 of the book). No Czech edition was printed until 
1888, in Leipzig, edited by the legal historian Hermenegild 
Jire_k. This complete contemporary Czech translation, 
matching the German even to the "Index or Ordering of the 
Titles of the Renewed Land Order" after the text, is a rare 
and vitally important work in the legal and constitutional 
history of the Czech people. 
 
The Strahov Monastery owns the only other complete copy 
we have found, although without the additional 6 1/2 pages 
in German Gothic hand included here, after the index. These 
pages contain a transcription of a letter dated 11 September 
1654 that summarises the contents of the Land Order, 
addressed to Primate Graf Jaroslav von Bubna, quite possibly 
for whose use the ms was written. The quality of production 
indicates a commission for a client of importance. Despite the 
predominance of German at the highest levels of government, 
accurate and complete Czech translations would have been 
necessary to ensure enforcement and consistency between both 
essential. 
 
Sayer, "The Coasts of Bohemia", 45. Evans, "Making 
of the Hapsburg Monarchy", 198-200. 

L1005 
 
17. DAMHOUDERE, Josse de. Practycke in 
criminele saecken ... Nut en proffytelyck, voor alle 
souvereins, baillius borgemeesters ende schepenen ... Item hier 
is noch by ghevoecht d'Ordinantie op t'stuck van de criminele 
justitie in dese Nederlanden. 
 
Rotterdam, Jan van Waesberghe de Jonge, 1628. 
 

£1,950 
 
8vo. two works in one. [xviii], 366 (ii) 102. Gothic 
letter, some Roman and Italic. First title within fine 
engraved border, Justice above and scenes of 
execution and torture within roundels at side and 
below, second title with woodcut printer’s device; 
woodcut initials and typographical ornaments, 53 half 
page woodcuts (recut from the first illustrated edition 
attributed to Gerard de Jode). Light age yellowing, 
some browning in places, occasional marginal 
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waterstain and spot. A good copy in contemporary 
polished vellum over boards, slightly soiled. 
 

 
 
Rare Dutch translation of this important and beautifully 
illustrated manual of criminal law, of inestimable value for 
the history of legal customs and social conditions in the 16th 
century. Josse de Damhouder (1507–1581), lawyer and 
paymaster-general to the Spanish forces in the Low Countries 
under Charles V and Philip II, was a leading crusader against 
the moral deterioration of his time and the widespread abuses 
in judicial procedure. Obtaining his doctorate in 1533, he 
practiced as an advocate in Bruges. In 1537, he was 
appointed legal advisor to the city, and in 1550 clerk of its 
criminal court. In 1552, he was made a member of the Dutch 
Council of Finance by Mary of Hapsburg, governor of the 
Netherlands, and held that office until 1575. His Praxis 
Rerum Criminalium is considered to be the first complete 
system of criminal law to be published in northern Europe. 
“The first treatise on criminal law published outside of Italy 
was written by a Belgian practitioner, Jodocus Damhouder. 
His Praxis rerum criminalium, the most important part of 
which is devoted to procedure, served as a guide for a long time 
to the practice of the tribunals in the Netherlands and in 
Germany." A. Esmein, ‘A History of Continental 
Criminal Procedure’. 
 
It was first published in Latin, in 1567 but widely used and 
immensely popular was quickly translated into French and 
German. Its popularity was based on the adaptation of 
Roman Law to local practice and to the customs and traditions 
of Northern Europe. Later research has shown it to have been 
plagiarised from an unpublished text by Filips Wielan and 
others. The present edition is beautifully produced and 
illustrated with fine, vivid woodcuts, based on the cuts of the 
first edition e.g. a lawyer's office, a court-room, a prisoner 
escaping, torture, various kinds of homicide, patricide and 
suicide, robbery and burglary, forgery, arson, etc., scenes 
illustrating, adultery and incest, a scribe at work taking and 
writing statements, pimps, rape, and gambling. The work 
was to have a lasting influence on European civil law. The 
Praxis dedicated a lengthy 64 paragraphs to witchcraft, copied 

in large part from Paulus Grillandus's Tractatus de sortilegiis. 
According to the Praxis, witchcraft was a heinous crime that 
went unpunished too often because of the ignorance of 
magistrates, and which also covered love charms, fortune-
telling, astrology and other superstitious practices. De 
Damhouder expanded on this by providing detailed practical 
advice (backed up by examples from his own court practice) on 
how to conduct interrogations of suspected witches under 
torture. He asserts that a single indication of guilt is sufficient 
for torture to be applied to achieve a confession, though he does 
recognise that too much torture can produce false confessions. 
A good copy of this important and richly illustrated work. 
 
Brunet II 479 other editions. Caillet 2769 (earlier 
editions) Not in Graesse. 

L1978 
 

IRISH MILITARY CONDUCT, A GUIDE 
 

18. [DEVEREUX, Robert]. Lawes and orders of 
warre, established for the good conduct of the seruice in 
Ireland. 
 
[London, Printed by the deputies of Christopher 
Barker?, 1599?]. 

£3,950 
 

FIRST EDITION. 4to. pp. 10. [lacking last blank] 
Roman letter. A large historiated woodcut initial and 
woodcut headpiece. Recto of A1 and last leaf dusty, 
the odd marginal spot or mark, minor repair to upper 
outer corner of first and last leaf. a good copy in 
modern three-quarter calf over marbled paper boards, 
spine with gilt title. 
 
Extremely rare and most interesting pamphlet published By 
Robert Devereux second Earl of Essex on the eve of his 
campaign in Ireland in 1599 the largest expeditionary force 
ever sent to Ireland with over 16000 troops. Essex had orders 
to put an end to the Irish rebellion and departed London to the 
cheers of crowds, and it was expected the rebellion would be 
crushed instantly. Essex had declared to the Privy Council 
that he would confront O'Neill in Ulster. Instead, he led his 
army into southern Ireland, where he fought a series of 
inconclusive engagements, wasted his funds, and dispersed his 
army into garrisons, while the Irish won two important battles 
in other parts of the country. Rather than face O'Neill in 
battle, Essex entered a truce that some considered humiliating 
to the Crown and to the detriment of English authority. The 
Queen herself told Essex that if she had wished to abandon 
Ireland it would scarcely have been necessary to send him 
there. 
 
The thirtyseven orders given in this pamphlet are of great 
interest for military historians and are designed specifically for 
troops in Ireland. Essex prefaces the work with a short 
introduction stating ‘And military discipline cannot bee kept 
where the rules or chiefe partes thereof bee not certainly set 
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downe and generally knowen.’. The first orders include 
directions requiring troops to attend sermons, morning and 
evening prayer, to respect the ‘holy and blessed Trinitie’. 
Many of the orders have a specific Irish connection and reflect 
the difficulties facing an invading force that needs both to 
maintain good relations with and simultaneously to 
discourage sympathy or collusion with the local population. 
“No Souldier of the Armie shall do violence to the person, or 
steale, or violently take, or wilfully spoyle the goods of any 
Irish good subject, upon paine of death.” and “No man 
wether hee be souldier or other, English or Irish, shal have 
conference or intelligence with any enemy or Rebell, that is in 
open action against her Maiestie.” Many of the orders are of 
great social interest and concern such things as drunkenness 
and adultery; “No man shall ravish or force any woman, 
upon paine of death. And adulteries or fornications shal be 
punished by imprisonment’, or “No Souldier serving on 
Foote, shall carrie any Boy, nor no Woman shall bee suffered 
to follow the Armie”. 
 
This work is particularly rare. ESTC lists only one copy held 
in libraries in the USA, at the Huntington Library and 
ABPC records no copy at auction. 
 
ESTC S107432. STC 14131. USTC 513940. Not in 
Cockle. 

 
L2065 

 
19. DURET, Jean. Aduertissemens sur l'edict d'Henry 
roy de France et de Pologne, faisant droict aux Remonstrances 
proposees par les Estats du Royaume assemblez par son 
commandement en la ville de Bloys l'an 1576. 
 
Lyon, par Benoist Rigaud, (imprimè par Pierre 
Roussin), 1587. 

£1,350 
 
8vo. ff. [iv] 434, [xxxiv]. �4, A-2Z8, 22A-2L8, 
2M4, N4, *4 [�2-4 misbound after N4, an 
additional quire containing the Verification of the 
Edict by the Parlement of Bretagne]. Roman letter, 
some Italic. Title with large woodcut ornament with 
French royal arms at centre, another similar on last 
page of text, white on black and floriated woodcut 
initials, typographical ornaments, ‘ex lib. P. Henin’ in 
later hand on t-p repeated at end, ms note on the t-p 
concerning the addition of the ‘Arrest de 
Verification’. Light age yellowing. A very good copy 
in C19th half calf over paper boards, vellum corners, 
by Canape, spine richly gilt, brown morocco title 
label, all edges gilt. 
 
Interesting and rare commentary on the Edict of Blois by Jean 
Duret, bound with the very rare ‘Verification of the Edict by 
the Parlement of Bretagne’ of great social and legal interest. 
The States-General of Blois in 1576 declared itself against 
the Edict of Beaulieu, which had given Huguenots the right 

of public worship for their religion, throughout France, except 
at Paris and at Court, and thus began the Sixth War of 
Religion. The edicts are printed in full in a large Roman type 
and then followed by Duret’s commentary in smaller Roman 
in which he comments on the intentions and meaning of each 
article. The edicts that resulted from the States-General of 
Blois are of great social interest as they deal with re-imposition 
of laws that clamped down on protestant practices which were 
reflected throughout society. They deal with such things as 
regulation of the universities, hospitals, prostitution, taverns, 
bookselling, banks, astrologers etc. There are many articles 
that treat with marriage, particularly clamping down on 
clandestine marriages, and inter-marriage between Catholics 
and Protestants. “Along with the Catholic and reformed 
churches’ rules, royal edicts decreed by the French crown 
during the sixteenth century constituted a third set of laws 
concerning marriage. The Edict of Blois, issued by Henry III 
in 1579, echoed some of the council of Trent’s provisions: 
couples were required to marry publicly, after the proclamation 
of banns and in the presence of four witnesses. According to 
the edict, however, the officiating priest was responsible for 
assuring that spouses had obtained their parents’ or guardians’ 
consent - something that was not required by canon law. The 
edict also forbade notaries to authorize any exchange of vows 
that took place without public ceremony or parental consent, 
on pain of bodily punishment. Royal clerks were ordered to 
collect the parish records or marriages, births, and deaths 
annually, to swear the truth of their contents, and to provide 
information from those records on request.” Diane Claire 
Margolf. Religion and Royal Justice in Early Modern 
France. An excellent copy of this rare and interesting legal 
commentary. 
 
BM STC Fr. C16th p. 147. Not in Brunet. 

 
L2285 

 
20. [ENGLAND]. Modus tenendi unum Hundredum 
sive Curiam de Recordo. 
 
London, William Myddleton, 1547. 
 

£3,250 
 
8vo. 14 unnumbered ll. A8 B6 lacking final blanks. 
Black letter, attractive title with Royal arms between 
white on black woodcut borders; upper foliage with 
Puck (?); lower foliage with man fighting a dragon, 
another similar to upper on verso of last, large white 
on black initial. C.19 library stamp on blank verso of 
title and blank outer margin of last, a very good crisp 
copy in C19 panelled calf by Harley of London, a.e.r. 
 
In the middle ages the hundred was a subdivision of a county 
chiefly important for its local court of justice. It had 
jurisdiction for trespass, covenant and debt if less than forty 
shillings and in these civil cases the freeholders of the hundred 
acted as judges. At the twice yearly full court where the 
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criminal business was transacted the Sheriff or Lord of the 
hundred was sole judge. These arrangements are credited to 
Alfred by William of Malmesbury but may well have existed 
earlier. Certainly, from Alfred’s time until the C.16 the 
hundred court was the most important place of redress for the 
common people. However, the monetary value of its 
jurisdiction was not enlarged and due to the rampant inflation 
caused by overspending Tudor governments its practical 
importance declined rapidly in the later C16, though it 
lingered on until the legal reforms of the Victorians. It is 
significant that this is the last edition of the standard and 
probably only work on hundred Court procedure; its 
obsolescence precluded reprinting. The text is in Norman-
French notwithstanding the Latin title. Although it ran 
through a number of editions from the 1520’s onwards, all 
are now rare, many known only by a single copy. Myddleton 
succeeded Redman in his house by St. Dunstan’s after his 
widow’s remarriage and like Redman produced a significant 
number of legal texts - of which this is one of the rarest. 
 

 
 
STC 7734a (2 copies in Britain; Harvard, Library of 
Congress and University of Minnesota in the US). 
Beale T 216. Ames III 1689. 
 

SN2618 
 
21. [ENGLAND]. Orders and directions, together with a 
commission for the better administration of iustice... 
 
London, By Robert Barker, printer to the Kings most 
excellent Maiestie: and by the assignes of Iohn Bill, 
1630 [i.e. 1631]. 
 

£2,750 
 
FIRST EDITION, third issue. 4to. pp. [iv], 33, [xxi] 
17 [i]. A-I4, K2. first ll. blank but for signature. 
Roman and Italic letter. Full page woodcut arms of 
Charles I on verso of t-p, large historiated woodcut 
initials, historiated and grotesque woodcut head and 

tail-pieces. Light age yellowing, verso of last 
fractionally dusty. A very good copy, crisp and clean 
in excellent speckled calf c. 1900 by Riviere, covers 
bordered with a triple gilt rule, spine with raised 
bands, richly gilt in compartments red morocco label, 
inner dentelles and edges gilt, a.e.r. 

 
Important third issue of the first edition of Charles I landmark 
“Book of Orders” concerning the treatment of the poor, 
vagabonds, drunkards, unmarried families, poverty, corn 
hoarding, famine and pestilence, of tremendous social, 
political and historic interest: this issue has been partially reset 
and re-imposed from the first two editions and it adds a list of 
Privy Councilors and Justices allotted to each circuit not 
previously printed. As described in its introduction, the 
purpose of The Book was to ensure "better administration of 
justice ... relief of the poor and ... reformation of disorders", 
greatly increasing the control of Charles' government over 
what had until then been largely local affairs handled by the 
local gentry. The book directed the Justices of the peace in 
measures for the control and relief of the poor, and dealt with 
issues such as vagrancy, alehouses, the binding out or 
apprenticing of pauper children and houses of correction. To 
guarantee the due implementation of these orders Justices of 
the Peace were to hold monthly divisional meetings and to 
provide the sheriff with quarterly reports. A royal commission 
or privy counsellors was established to oversee the whole 
operation. “Poor laws were instituted by many sixteenth-
century European governments: Catholic and Protestant, 
urban provincial and national. The legislation had two main 
focuses: first, regulating the supply of relief by reforms of 
medieval hospitals and almshouses, and by statutory 
provision for the “worthy” poor.. second controlling demand 
for relief by punitive measures against the “unworthy”, 
especially the able bodied who begged, who were defined as 
vagabonds... The English legislation included several 
components, including settlement acts and vagrancy 
regulations, as well as poor relief provisions. There is 
considerable evidence of the enforcement of the poor laws under 
the early Stuarts. The ‘Book of Orders’ of 1630 was the most 
comprehensive attempt to date to enforce the legislation. Large 
numbers of vagrants were arrested - about 25,000 between 
1631 and 1639, according to reports by county officials to the 
privy council. There is also considerable evidence of of the 
implementation of poor relief in the 1630s. Of course the 
orders of 1630 were not unprecedented. Similar action was 
taken after four poor harvests between 1594 and 1597 and 
following Elizabethan legislation in 1598 and 1601.. It was 
in the 1620’s that widespread enforcement began, which 
suggests that the orders of 1630 were building on established 
foundations”. Ronald H. Fritze “Historical Dictionary of 
Stuart England, 1603-1689”. Charles I’s ‘Book of Orders’ 
did more to establish a national system of “Poor Relief” than 
any previous edict. A very good copy of an important work. 
 
STC 9252.4 ESTC S4250 
 

L1648 
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22. FITZHERBERT, Sir Anthony. La Nouvelle 
Natura Brevium. 
 
London, Richard Tottell, 1553 (1560). 

£1,850 
 
8vo. ff. (xxiv) 271 (i). Black letter, title within lovely 
woodcut border comprising compartment with mask 
and cornucopiae at head, female figures and vases at 
sides, half goats below (Mckerrow and Ferguson 82). 
Small hole to upper outer corner of border, contemp. 
ms notes (prob. acquisition note and price) at fore 
edge, on verso three lines in very neat secretary hand 
at foot, C18th autograph of Laurence Holker along 
outer margin, extensive contemp. annotations in two 
distinct hands covering last leaf (blank except for small 
imprint on verso); very light age browning else clean 
and good. In contemp. calf rebacked, renewed e.p.s., 
a.e.r., Holker’s autograph 1746 on fly, ‘Shadgrove’ 
(Wadgrove?) also C18th, beneath. 
 

 
 
Fitzherbert (1470-1538) of Gray’s Inn, justice of the Court 
of Common Please, was one of the most notable legal writers 
of the C16th, producing many of the most authoritative and 
enduring English law books for practitioners and students 
alike. The present work was more or less continuously in print 
between its first appearance in 1534 and 1794 and his Boke 
of Justice of the Peace enjoyed a similar life. Fitzherbert’s 
knowledge of the law was profound, he had a strong logical 
faculty and the rarest of legal writers’ gifts, the power of clear 
and lucid exposition. His explanations and directions were 
comprehensible even to those with the most basic knowledge 
of the law. The Nouvelle Natura Brevium is basically a 
manual of procedure in which are set out the forms of writ for 
all the different varieties of action. No less an authority than 
Coke called it “an exact work exquisitely penned”. Getting 
the right writ, and getting the writ right were the basic 
essentials of Elizabethan litigation. If either were wrong the 

litigant was going nowhere - except back to the start to try 
again. A valuable volume for students and practitioners alike. 
“The Natura Brevium is esteemed an exact work, excellently 
well penned and had been much admired by the noted men in 
the Common law” Ant. à Wood. 
 
STC. 10960. 

SN2616 
 
23. [FRANCE]. Calendrier des iours & autres temps que 
lon n'a accoustume de tenir les Plaits ordinaires au siege 
d'Yssouldun. 
 
Poiters, a l'enseigne du Pelican pour Julien Trouve 
libraire demourant a Yssouldun, pres l'Eglise Sainct 
Sire., mid 16th century. 

£4,750 
 

FIRST EDITION. 8vo. ff. (viii), a8. Roman letter. 
Title and text in red and black, text in four columns, 
contemporary autograph ‘Claude Delachastre Pr’ on 
title, repeated twice, crossed out on verso of last, the 
occasional annotation adding saints days and fair days 
to the calendar. Title page slightly dusty, the odd ink 
spot and marginal thumb mark, uniform age 
yellowing. A very good copy in modern limp vellum 
antique. 
 

 
 
Exceptionally rare and most probably unique surviving copy 
of this most ephemeral of Calendars showing the days in 
which pleas or “Plaits ordinaires” could be heard in the courts 
of the small but ancient town of Issoudun in the “Berry” 
region of France, of tremendous social and legal interest. This 
work is not recorded in the Bibliotheque National de France 
or in any French regional library, neither is it recorded in the 
‘Répertoire bibliographique des livres Imprimes en France au 
seizième siècle’, and apparently any other library. Nor does 
the ‘Repertoire’ or worldcat mention any other calendar of this 
kind, specifically related to the courts. The only comparable 
we have found is another undated printing also concerning the 
town of Issoudun, but printed at Paris in gothic, known in a 
single copy at the BNF, published with or a part of a local 
‘Coustumier.’ 



SOKOL BOOKS LTD  Civil, Canon, and Common Law 

	 19 

This calendar would have been invaluable to the small group 
of lawyers, judges and clerks who practised in the market town 
of Issoudun, in the second half of the sixteenth century. The 
copy was still in use in 1589 when the calendar was 
annotated “l’obeissance du roi 1589”, a reference either to the 
death of King Henri III, who was murdered on the second of 
August that year, (close to the time of this entry in the 
Calendar) and who was contentiously succeeded by Henri IV, 
or perhaps it refers to the town’s siding with the King (and 
not the League) at the beginning of the then civil war. It is 
possible that the Delachastre of the title page, obviously a 
lawyer, was a ‘procureur’ in the town from the ‘pr’ added after 
his autograph. The calendar is printed in columns, divided by 
the months, with the days of the weeks indicated 
alphabetically A-G (‘A’ printed in red) and “feast days” and 
“fair days” printed in red, the days of the month numbered 
on the right, with a further column of numbers printed in 
roman numerals (from i-xix) on the left. This column 
perhaps indicates that the calendar was to be used over a 
nineteen-years period. However, if this were the case pleas 
could be heard rarely, at most twice a month during the year 
which seems unlikely. The last page gives a list of the days, 
citing their saints name and days of religious festivals, on 
which the court did not sit; this includes holidays and 
‘vendanges’ or harvests, fair days, days in which any 
‘procureur’, lawyer or their wives had died, or days in which 
a lawyer or any of their children were getting married. The 
survival of such an extremely ephemeral piece of printing, that 
would have been of use to very few in the first place, printed 
in such restricted numbers, and discarded, is highly 
improbable. It provides a fascinating and extremely rare 
glimpse into the day to day workings of the legal world of a 
small market town in C16th France, an insight not revealed 
in much grander legal impressions. 
 
Not in the ‘Répertoire bibliographique des livres 
Imprimes en France au seizième siècle’ and otherwise 
unrecorded. 

L1232 
 

ROYAL CONTROL OF PROVENCE 
 

24. FRANCOIS I [with] ARENA, Antoine. 
Ordonnances du (...) Francois premier en ce pays de 
Provence, Forcalquier et terres adjacentes. (with) Les Taux, 
moderations, emoluments des greffiers (...) avocats du pays de 
Provence. 
 
Avignon (and) Lyon, Jean de Channey (with) 
Thibault Paen, 1540. 

£10,500 
 

Folio. Two volumes in one. ff 105 (xiii). A-T6 V4: ff. 
(xviii). A-D4 E2. Lettre Bâtard. Both titles within 
ornate woodcut architectural borders with putti, 
second with woodcut printer’s device incorporating 
the royal arms, fine large floriated gothic woodcut 
initials, with smaller white on black criblé in several 

series, engraved bookplate of Albert Pascal on 
pastedown. Uniform light age yellowing. Very good, 
clean copies in C19th olive morocco, spine with 
raised bands, inner dentelles richly gilt, by Allô. a.e.g. 
 
A rare, handsome and important compilation of laws relating 
to the administration of justice in the south of France under 
Francois I, with reforming edicts for particular places, such as 
Marseille. They cover all aspects of practice and procedure, the 
initiation of proceedings, appeals, vacations, relative 
jurisdictions, rights and duties of all sorts of officers and counsel 
and the exercise of Royal authority. There is a particular 
abundance of material on those perennial legal topics of costs, 
charges and fees. 

 
 
The court of the Parlement of Aix was established by Louis 
II of Provence in 1415, but after the union of Provence with 
the crown in 1498, Louis XII decided to reform its 
administration of justice, using the Parlement of Paris as 
model. At first, the Count of Provence’s administration 
remained essentially in place, and the new Parlement 
remained subject to the Governor of Provence. This 
intermediary situation provoked some unrest and anxious to 
better ensure his authority, Francis I introduced these edicts in 
1534 (first published in 1535), restricting the powers of the 
Governor, and bringing the Parlement directly under Royal 
control, which lasted until the Revolution. 
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These edicts cover administration of the Parliament at every 
level, the election of officials (from the President down), 
raising and organizing the ‘Gendarmerie’, the organization 
of the ‘Legions’, and the fining and punishment of criminals. 
The work finishes with an interesting edict on the running of 
the justice system in the town of Marseille with its special 
privileges and exemptions. 
 
For some reason the Ordonnances are quite often found bound 
with one or more other works, including Arena's, which lists 
the remuneration and privileges of lawyers and judges at the 
Parlement of Aix. A list of the names of all the towns subject 
to the jurisdiction of the Parlement d’Aix is given at the end, 
introduced in Provençal. A very good copy of a rare work. 
Fairfax Murray Fr. Vol II 411. Brunet II 388. Not in 
BM STC Fr. 

L1262 
 
SHAKESPEARE AND THE LAW OF NATIONS 
 
25. FULBECKE, William. A Parallel or Confrence of 
the Civil Law, the Canon Law, and the Common Law. 
London, the Company of Sationers, 1618 [with] The 
Second part of the Parallele [and] the Padectes of the Law of 
Nations. 
 
London, Thomas Wright, 1602. 

£3,750 
 

 
 
FIRST EDITIONS of the second and third titles, 
second of the first. 4to ff (xii) 104 (viii), (viii) 74 (viii), 
(iv) 90. Three works in one, separate t.p. to each. 
Roman letter, woodcut initials and ornaments, 
contemporary ms statutory references at head of 1st 
t.p., fly with early case mark (that and next blank 
loose), Earl's C19 armorial bookplate on pastedown. 

A few margins slightly dusty in places; good, crisp, 
clean copies in contemporary calf, ruled and paneled 
in blind, joints cracked, upper cover loosening but 
sound, some wear to spine at head. 
 
Fulbecke (1560-1616), dramatist, lawyer, legal writer and 
historian was educated at Oxford and then Grays Inn where 
he practised. His legal writings have long been highly regarded 
but he has been attracting renewed interest as the author of 
Shakespeare sourcebooks. It is likely that Fulbecke and 
Shakespeare were acquainted through one of the Inns of Court 
plays, masques or revels, in which it is believed both were 
involved and there is evidence that Shakespeare was 
acquainted with at least two of Fulbecke's works; an 
acquaintance discernible particularly in King Lear. 
 
That apart, Fulbecke was one of the first pioneers in the field 
of comparative and international law, especially the first 
English writer to deal with them in English. Most previous 
works on those topics, from wherever, had been written in 
Latin, indeed even on the common law which until Fulbecke's 
influential comparative work had remained sturdily 
impervious to the influence of other legal systems. But the 
most significant text here is the 'Pandectes', the earliest 
substantive original contribution in English to the law of 
nations, now more commonly known as 'public international 
law'. 
 
"What Fulbecke appeared to be doing in his introduction of 
these controversial issues was suggesting a need for 
compromise. No doubt he realized the issue of authority was 
a critical problem that would probably escalate further upon 
the death of the Queen. His arguments were an idealistic 
attempt to please the various groups concerned. He took 
political ideas from men of such opposing views as Sir John 
Fortescue and Jean Bodin and developed them into a theory of 
authority. He attempted to check the power of the monarch 
further, not by emphasising parliament's role, but rather by 
giving the common law an independent status and associated 
it with the law of reason. Finally, he resolved the debate over 
the origins of the common law by offering a moderate opinion. 
Overwhelmingly, the mood of compromise created in the 
introduction was carried over into the dialogues". Terrill "The 
Application of the Comparative Method by English 
Civilians", Journal of Legal History 1981 II p 177. 
 
STC 11416, 11415(a) (issue with errata) and 11414 
(issue without errata). Lowndes II 845. 

L1500 
 

26. GREGORY IX. Decretales Epistolae. 
 
Paris, Claudium Cheuallonium, 1537. 

£3,750 
 
8vo. ff. [20] 332. Mainly Roman letter, some Italic, 
woodcut printer's device to t-p, small floriated 
woodcut initials, two larger at start, depicting Gregory 
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enthroned with a book of the decretals. Light age 
yellowing, infrequent slight foxing, small ink stain 
with some corrosion to upper foreedge of final quires, 
faint mostly marginal dampstain to a few leaves at end. 
A good copy in contemp. double blind-ruled and 
thick gilt interlacing ropework panel-stamped 
goatskin, slightly arabesque central gilt ornament 
composed of smaller tools, and matching corner 
pieces. Spine blindtooled in criss-cross pattern. 3 
corners, upper edge of lower board and part of spine 
carefully repaired. 3 pages of early Latin mss at start: 
extract from Titulus VI of the Decretal (p. 24v) on 
front pastedown, name 'ASONA' below; collection of 
legal maxims in two near-contemporary hands to fep, 
e.g. “Ignorance of the law is no excuse,” “Wrong 
demands no vengeance but justice.” A few leaves 
annotated with explanatory gloss in very small hand. 
On t-p, autograph at head '… sorbonnis', 'Ad usum 
Alexandri Bandini…' crossed through, 'Collegii 
Solesani' of the Abbey at Solesmes below, 'Angiolo 
Bidarii' crossed through at foot. On t-p verso 'Ex libris 
universitis Scrivistica?'. Latin line from 2 Timothy 2 
on rear fep r: “No man, being a soldier to God, 
entangleth himself with secular businesses,” pen and 
ink drawing, of the end of a lawyer's bench?, to verso. 
Aeg, richly gauffered, matching interlacing of cover 
panels, lacking ties. 
 

 
 
Prepared originally by Raymundus de Pennaforte and 
promulgated in 1234, the Decretals of Gregory IX remained 
the basis of canon law at least until 1918. Decretals are Papal 
edicts that formulate decisions in ecclesiastical law. These 
make up most of the 'Corpus Juris'. They cover such topics as 
usury, the treatment of heretics and schismatics, the rights and 
restrictions applying to Muslims and Jews, testamentary 
succession, sexual offences and divorce and a wide range of 
what would now be classed as general civil and criminal law. 
The (all-around) glosses are those originally compiled by 
Bernardo Bottoni (d. 1266), with later accretions by 
Giovanni d'Andrea and others. 

The attractive binding is from Northern Italy (probably 
Venetian) and is contemporary with the book. The outer 
border and panel somewhat resemble Henry Davis Gift Vol. 
3, 241; the luxurious combination of high-grade goatskin 
and gilding, and ornately gauffered edges suggest a wealthy 
law student or practitioner. Solesmes Abbey is a French 
Benedictine monastery, founded in 1010. We have not been 
able to identify Asona, or Alessandro Bandini (though there 
was a Florentine architect of that name in the 1780s.) 
 
Not in BM STC Fr., Adams, Brunet or Graesse. 
 

L901 
 

27. GREGORY IX. Compendium textuale 
compilationis decretalium Gregorii noni sine qua (ut est 
vulgaris prudentium sententia) omnis ceca practica est.. 
 
Paris (Rouen), in vico sancti Jacobi apud Franciscum 
regnault sub intersignio diui Claudii., (Impressum 
Rothomagi opera magistri Petri Olivier, impensis.) 
Feb. 16, 1519., 1519. 
 

£3,500 
 

 
 
8vo. ff. [ii], ccxlviij, in two columns. Lettre Bâtard. 
Title in red and black with Regnault’s small woodcut 
elephant device, repeated on verso of last, text in red 
and black with small white on black criblé initials, 
“Rothomagni opera magistri Petri Olivier 1519” in 
early hand at foot of title, remains of of wax seal in 
blank margin above, book plate ‘Bachem’ on 
pastedown. Title fractionally dusty, general light age 
yellowing and light marginal spotting. A very good 
copy, crisp and clean, in contemporary red morocco, 
covers blind and gilt ruled to a panel design, small 
fleurons to outer corners, silver fleuron at centres, ‘M. 
Ant. Sangavic’ gilt lettered on covers, spine with 
alternate small and large raised bands, title gilt lettered 
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vertically, all edges gilt and gauffered, head and tail of 
spine restored, corners slightly worn. 
 
A beautifully printed edition of Gregory IX’s decretals, in a 
fine miniscule Lettre Bâtard, with glosses by the lawyer 
Johannes Faber in a very charming contemporary French 
morocco binding. Unfortunately, we have not been able to 
identify the first owner “Ant. Sangavic” whose name is gilt 
on the covers. Prepared originally by Raymundus de 
Pennaforte and promulgated in 1234, the Decretals of 
Gregory IX remained the basis of canon law at least until 
1918. Decretals are Papal edicts that formulate decisions in 
ecclesiastical law. These make up most of the 'Corpus Juris'. 
They cover such topics as usury, the treatment of heretics and 
schismatics, the rights and restrictions applying to Muslims 
and Jews, testamentary succession, sexual offences and divorce 
and a wide range of what would now be classed as general civil 
and criminal law. The Decretals, also known as the Liber 
extra, a compilation of 1971 papal letters, constitutions and 
conciliar canons drawn principally from the century prior to its 
issue, has long been understood as a key text for the study of 
the medieval papacy, the rise of scholasticism within the 
universities, and the extension of the Church’s jurisdiction 
into almost every area of medieval life. This edition is glossed 
by Johannes Faber (died 1340) who was a Judge in the town 
of La Rochefoucauld, and who became, according to several 
biographers, Chancellor of France (though this is 
questionable). He had profound knowledge of Roman law 
and also glossed the Institutiones Justiniani amongst other 
works. We have not been able to find any earlier edition of 
the Decretals with his gloss, and they are certainly much rarer 
than those by Bernard Bottoni with the additions of Joannes 
Andreae. A very good copy. 
 
BM STC Fr. C16th p. 382. Adams, G1215. 

 
L1180 

 
28. GUIDO PAPA. Libertates per illustrissimus 
principes Delphinos Viennenses... 
 
Grenoble, Franciscus Pichatus and Bartolomeus 
Bartoletus [but ?Valence, Jean Belon], [c. 1508]. 
 

£4,250 
 
4to. ff. [iv] lxxxii [i] xxxvii [iii]. Double column, 
letter Batarde. Title printed in red and black, with 
large woodcut arms of the Dauphin supported by two 
angels. Lacking two blanks, otherwise complete. First 
and last few quires slightly dampstained at upper outer 
corner, mostly marginal but sometimes touching text, 
a little light foxing to some margins, one or two 
inksplashes. A good, unsophisticated, and well-
margined copy on thick paper, in modern calf 
preserving contemporary blindtooled boards, with 
rosette stamps and tie holes (worn). Contemporary 
marginalia, deleted contemporary ms. ex libris in 

lower blank margin of title and verso of final leaf, 
another contemporary ms. Fr. ex-libris pasted on a 
slip at foot of verso of t.p., and similar pasted over ms. 
ex-libris in lower blank margin of next leaf, of B. 
Hermod (with his lengthy and partially illegible 
motto), 20thC ex libris of Paul Arbaud and Edme 
Hermitte inside upper cover. 
 
First edition of a rare and early collection of the statutes of the 
Dauphinate compiled by Guidon de la Pape. The work opens 
with a detailed table of contents to the first part, followed by a 
section on Royal ordinances, prescripts, articles and replies to 
petions and requests, particularly those made at the assembly 
of the Estates held at Tours in 1483. At the end is a two-
leaf letter of Louis XIII (often missing) on the addition of the 
Comte d'Asti to the jurisdiction of the parliament of 
Grenoble. The text alternates between French and Latin 
throughout but in the second half French predominates. 
 

 
 
La Pape was a distinguished jurist who died in 1475. He 
practised as an advocate in Lyon and then Grenoble before 
being appointed by the Dauphin Louis to take care of his 
important business in the Dauphinate. Ultimately appointed 
to the parlement of Grenoble he retired from public life to 
compose his various legal treatises which acquired a well-
deserved reputation. This seems to be the rarest of his works. 
Initially this printing was ascribed to Barthélemy Bertolet and 
Francois Pichat, booksellers at Grenoble (Voy, Brunet and 
BM. STC. Fr.) and there is no doubt it was printed for 
them, as stated on the title page; doubtless, in the modern 
sense, they published it. However, both Maignien in his 
bibliography of Grenoble presses and Mueller in the Bibl. 
Aureliana give the printer as Jean Belon - a more probable 
hypothesis as he was an established printer by 1508 whilst 
this volume would have constituted Bertholet and Pichard's 
entire output. 
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This copy is from the collection of Paul Arbaud, bibliophile 
and founder of the Musée Arbaud in Aix-en-Provence. 
 
BM. STC.Fr. p129; Brunet II 1812 “Ce volume, non 
moins précieux que les précédents”; Graesse III, p. 
180; Muller, Bibliotheca Aureliana CXLVIII (adding 
3 copies only); Maignien 4. Not in Adams. 
 

L531 
 

FRANCOIS HOTMAN & HENRI IV 
 
29. HENRY PAR LA GRACE DE DIEU ROY 
DE FRANCE ET DE NAVARRE. . 
 
Paris, Cinqieme jour de Octobre, 1594. 
 

£3,750 
 
Single vellum leaf, [ cm. x cm.] folded in two. Ten 
lines of manuscript, in a fine C16th French secretarial 
hand, autograph of Henry IV below, another illegible 
beneath, title of document on outer fold, with 
autograph ‘Marssl.’ beneath, for whom the debt was 
paid. Original paper flaw, sewn up in upper blank 
margin, small stain across manuscript not affecting 
script, light yellowing in places. Very good. 
 
Most interesting document signed by Henri IV of France, the 
year of his coronation and legitimisation as King of France, 
in which he settles the debt, of 70,254 sols or sous, of his 
former councillor, the celebrated jurist and author, the 
protestant Francois Hotman. Francois Hotman was one of 
the most important Jurists of his age, and some have described 
him as an early revolutionary, for his legal treatises which 
proposed curtailing the power of the monarchy, and 
introducing greater democracy to court. In 1580 he was 
appointed councillor of state to Henry, as King of Navarre 
and was admitted to the Privy Council of King Henry (of 
France) in December 1585. In 1589 he retired to Basel, 
where he died, leaving two sons and four daughters; he was 
buried in the cathedral. His most important work, the 
Franco-Gallia (1573), found favour neither with Catholics 
nor with Huguenots in its day (except when it suited their 
purposes); yet its vogue has been compared to that obtained 
later by Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s, Contrat Social. It 
presented an ideal of Protestant statesmanship, pleading for a 
representative government and an elective monarchy. It served 
the purpose of the Jesuits in their pamphlet war against 
Henry. He intervened directly in support of Henry IV in his 
writings on many occasions such as when Pope, Sixtus V, 
appalled that France was going to fall into Protestant hands, 
wrote the Declaratio, freeing all Frenchmen from obedience to 
his authority in the event of Henri's becoming King. Hotman 
was incensed at this intervention in France's internal affairs 
and responded with a polemical and scholarly attack on the 
Declaratio, the temporal authority and political pretensions of 
the Papacy. 

In October 1594 when this document was created, Henri had 
been crowned and legitimised as King of France, only seven 
months earlier, suggesting it was given some priority. It is 
witnessed by Philippe Hurault, comte de Cheverny (1528 – 
1599) the leading minister and lawyer who was Chancellor 
of France from 1583 to 1588 and again reinstated by Henri 
IV in 1590. During his term as chancellor under Henry III 
he was considered de facto head of government. 
 
This document does not state why this sum of money was 
being paid four years after Hotman’s death; it may have been 
a royal acknowledgement of Hotman’s long term and 
invaluable defence of Henri’s right to the French throne, now 
finally achieved. 
 

L2294 
 

BEAUTIFULLY PRINTED SECOND EDITION 
 
30. HOTOMANUS, Franciscus. Iuris consulti 
commentarius in quatuor libros institutionum iuris civilis. . 
 
Lyon, Antonium Gryphium for Theobald Paganum, 
1567. 
 

£2,250 
 

 
 
Folio, pp. [vi] 575 [xvii]. Roman and Italic letter, 
some Greek. Gryphius’ large woodcut printer's device 
of a griffin and motto "Virtute Duco, Comite fortuna", 
fine large woodcut historiated initials, grotesque 
woodcut headpieces. Light age yellowing, minor 



SOKOL BOOKS LTD  Civil, Canon, and Common Law 

	 24 

waterstain in upper margin of last few ll. A fine copy, 
clean and well margined, in contemporary limp 
vellum, yapp edges, "ICKH" stamped on upper cover, 
'Hotomanni ad Instituta" ms. on spine, vellum stubs. 
 
Beautifully printed second edition, corrected by the author, of 
this important commentary on the Corpus juris civilis; the 
first edition was published in 1560 at Basle. This work is of 
particular interest and importance as it shows the evolution of 
Hotman’s thought leading to the publication of his most 
radical work the ‘Anti-Triboniem’, thought to have been 
written in the same year as this publication, but not printed 
until 1603. “At least twelve works on Roman Law and 
Roman history appeared under Hotman’s name in the years 
1556-60 including a short life of Justinian, commentaries on 
the Institutes and the Digest, studies in Ancient Roman 
political and legal usage, and the systematic reclassification of 
Roman Law principles... In his sketch of Justinian Hotman 
was severely critical of the methods used to produce the Corpus 
juris civilis. This work was reprinted with Hotman’s 
commentaries on the Institutes, which contained a prefatory 
letter also condemning Tribonian’s labours. Even at this stage 
in the development of Hotman’s ideas, there appeared the 
contrapuntal suggestion that the primitive customs of the 
Germanic peoples could be favourably compared 
with more sophisticated legislation (Roman law)” Ralph E. 
Giesey ‘Francogallia By François Hotman.’. Hotman 
taught Roman law in Paris, Lyon, Geneva, Lausanne, 
Strasbourg, Valence, and Bourges. He converted from 
Catholicism to Calvinism in 1547 and took an active part 
in disseminating the teachings of Calvin. In 1572, after the 
Massacre of St. Bartholomew, he left France and lived first in 
Geneva and then in Basel. His religious beliefs had a deep 
influence on his thinking on the law“Yet, for various reasons 
besides his general contrariness, Hotman became increasingly 
suspicious of the study of Roman law. During the religious 
wars he came to attribute many of the ills of French society to 
the reception of Roman law, and in much the same tone as 
Rabelais he derided those pettifoggers (chicanourrois) who 
came out of the schools of law and swarmed over the courts, 
both lay and ecclesiastical... More and more Hotman came to 
associate the study of Roman law with the corruptions of 
Italian society; and like many French jurists he believed in a 
golden age of French law, before the coming of “written law” 
when judgements were simple, morals were pure and litigation 
was at a minimum. This was a myth similar in function to 
that of the “primitive church” and, for Hotman, part of the 
same program of reform.” Donald R. Kelley. ‘Foundations 
of Modern Historical Scholarship: Language, Law, and 
History in the French Renaissance.’ A very good copy of this 
important work. 
 
Adams H1063 J 643. Baudrier VIII p. 350. Not in 
Gultlingen or BM STC Fr. C16th. 
 

L1165 
 
 

31. INTRATIONUM LIBER. 
 
London, Richard Pynson, 1510, 28th February. 
 

£25,000 
 
FIRST EDITION, folio, ff. 185 (i). Black letter, 
xylographic title in red and black with delightful 
grotesque woodcut initial, contemp. autograph ‘W 
Crofton’ at head, full page woodcut of Royal arms 
supported by angels on verso, later C16 Italic 
autograph of Edmund Stradling above, attractive 
initials and typographical ornaments. Printer’s very 
fine white on black device (McKerrow 9) within 
ornate border of figures, birds and foliage on verso of 
last. Two-line acquisition note beneath in handsome 
Tudor hand of William Crofton recording his 
purchase of the volume from the London bookseller 
and printer Robert Redman on 15 February 1539 for 
the very substantial sum of ten shillings. First and last 
ll. a bit foxed, mostly marginal, light water stain to 
some edges, a good clean well-margined copy in early 
C19 Russia, large panels with lozenge shaped 
hatching incorporating Tudor roses, old repair to 
lower joint and upper compartment of spine. 
 

 
 
First edition of a major English post-incunable incorporating 
an important legal text. The Intrationum liber or ‘Book of 
Entries’ was one of the essential practitioner’s books of early 
legal printing. It comprises the precedents for most forms of 
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legal proceedings then in use, in real, personal and mixed 
actions, civil and criminal, as well as valuable information on 
the preparation of writs and execution. The anonymous 
author drew his material from the unpublished plea rolls (the 
name refers to the entries made on them by the court clerks), 
a fundamental source for English legal history. The difficulties 
and technicalities of the common law were met by what 
became known as special pleading, an art of the utmost nicety 
depending on a complex system of rules of the greatest 
importance. If one’s pleadings were incorrectly framed or 
particularised, then however strong one’s case at law it was 
bound to fail and one had to start over again. This was the 
Tudor pleader’s best and most extensive source of reference. 
Sir John Baker notes the ‘old entries are the least used of all 
early law books, but they are replete with learning which, 
though difficult to extract, the historian ignores at his cost’, 
Introduction to English Legal History, pp. 160-161. 
Indeed, they reveal much about the substantive law of the c16 
that cannot be found elsewhere. 
 
Pynson was one of the greatest early English printers. The 
worthiest of Caxton’s successors, he printed works of the 
highest standard and finest execution. This is a handsome 
example. Interestingly, when Pynson died, Redman, his 
main competitor in the production of law books, moved his 
premises to Pynson’s old shop, where William Crofton 
purchased this volume. 
 
STC 14116, Beale T283, Ames II p. 441 “this very 
rare book”, citing Herbert some 200 years ago. 
Maxwell I p. 182, Lowndes 1163. 
 

L1782 
 

32. IRELAND [Laws]. At the Parliament begun and 
holden at Dublin, the foureteenth day of Iuly, in the tenth 
yeere of the raigne of our most gracious soveraigne lord, 
Charles... And there continued untill the 18. day of Aprill. 
1635. 
 
Dublin [i.e. London], Imprinted by the Society of 
Stationers, printers to the Kings most excellent 
Maiesty [i.e. Felix Kingston? and R. Young], 1636. 
 

£2,750 
 

FIRST EDITION. Folio. ff [vii], 101. A-S6. Black 
letter, some Roman. Title within fine architectural 
border, woodcut arms of Charles I of verso of first leaf, 
those of Stafford on A3, large woodcut initials and 
grotesque head and tail-pieces, slightly later autograph 
of “Wm, Conyngham” at head of title with price 
mark. Minor oil stain to very outer margin of title, 
rare marginal spot or very minor stain. A very good 
copy, crisp and clean with good margins in 
contemporary English or Irish calf, covers bordered 
with a double-blind rule, later red morocco label gilt, 
all edges red. 

 
 

A very good copy of the first edition of these very rare Irish 
statutes printed during Thomas Wentworth, 1st Earl of 
Strafford’s tenure as Lord Deputy of Ireland with his and 
Charles I arms, in London under a false imprint of Dublin. 
These statutes covering civil, criminal, and administrative 
law were passed during the Irish Parliament called in 1634-
5. “The Parliament called in Ireland in 1634 is an event 
that has been surprisingly little discussed by English 
historians, despite its obvious value as a guide to government 
thinking on parliaments during the years of Personal Rule. 
In fact, it was the years of the so called personal rule that 
witnessed the only successful parliaments of Charles reign - 
the ‘Coronation Parliament’ of 1633 in Scotland and the 
Irish parliament of 1634-5. Indeed, Wentworth stated 
frankly in a letter to his cousin George Butler that the 1634 
parliament had been ‘the only ripe Parliament that hath been 
gathered in my Time, and all the rest have been a green Fruit 
broken from the Bow, which, as you know, are never so 
kindly or pleasant. The Irish parliament of 1634 was very 
much Wentworth’s creation... [He] needed the parliament in 
order to grant sufficient supplies as to enable him to keep his 
army in a state of readiness - it was the army that, as 
Wentworth explained to the King, was the ultimate 
foundation of his Irish government.” J. F. Merritt. The 
Political World of Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, 
1621-1641. A most important and interesting set of statutes 
concerning Ireland at a seminal moment in Irish history. 
 
The William, Marquis Conyngham copy, exhibited in the 
National Gallery of Ireland in 1997, at the exhibition: 
“Five hundred years of the art of the book in Ireland - 1500 
to the present”. Conyngham was a longtime Member of 
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Parliament in the Irish House of Commons for Ennis. From 
1793, he was one of the Commissioners of the Treasury for 
Ireland. Conyngham is most famous today for having 
presented the Trinity College Harp to Trinity College 
Dublin; from 1922, the harp was used as the model for the 
insignia of the Irish Free State and the Republic of Ireland. 
 
STC 14137. ESTC S477968 
 

L2069 
 
33. JESUITS. Decreta Congregationum generalium 
Societatis Iesu (with) Canones Congregationum generalium 
Societatis Iesu (with) Formulae congregationum in quartâ 
generali congregatione confectae et approbatae in sextâ & 
septimâ recognitae et auctae. 
 
Antwerp, Apud Ioannem Meursium, 1635. 
 

£1,950 
 

 
 

8vo. pp. 474, [xxx] : 80 [xvi] :136, [viii] three works 
in one. Roman letter, prefaces and indexes in Italic, 
woodcut initials, woodcut Jesuit device with motto 
"Ad maiorem Dei gloriam" on all three titles, 'Domus 
probationis Soctis Jesu Trevini' in cont. hand on title 
with 'Societatis Jesu 1648' beneath in another, light 
age yellowing. A good copy in contemporary vellum 
over boards, lacking clasps, slightly soiled. 
 
Second edition of the decrees of the seventh General 
Congregation of the Jesuits, bound with the canons of the 
Society including those added from the seventh congregation, 
and the 'Formulae', the rules, powers and procedures of the 
General congregation. Policy for the whole Society was set by 
General Congregations, the Jesuit equivalent of the General 
chapters of the Mendicant orders; they met rarely, either upon 
the death of the General, to elect his successor, or for especially 

serious matters. Muzio Vitelleschi, general from (1615 to 
1645), was elected by and presided over this congregation. 
The congregation again took note of the problem of the 
confessors of kings and of “political Jesuits” and sternly again 
forbade any involvement in politics. This was a vain hope 
when Jesuits were confessors at the major courts of Catholic 
Europe, with opposing personalities, viewpoints and 
loyalties, especially during the Thirty-Years War. Vitelleschi 
himself, as general, wrote more than one thousand letters to 
William Lamormaini, the confessor of the emperor in 
Vienna, on every facet of the war. The seventh congregation 
also had to deal with the problem of exiled English Jesuits 
driven out of England by persecution. They lived and studied 
in Jesuit provinces abroad, often in Spain. They and their 
Spanish Jesuit confreres faced the problem of trying to live in 
sometimes difficult-to-achieve harmony, especially when it 
was not clear who in the policy of the Society was in charge, 
the English mission superior or the Spanish provincials. 
Aquaviva, Vitelleschi's predecessor had sided with the 
English regularly. Vitelleschi had to deal with a postulatum 
successfully proposed by the province of Castile, accepted by 
the congregation, that effectively hobbled the English superior. 
If implemented it would have been a disaster for the English 
mission. The general effectively caused the problem to 
evanesce by raising the English mission to the status of a vice 
province. The increasing international nature of the Jesuit 
movement, especially with its missions in Asia, Africa, and 
South America meant the congregation had to deal with such 
disparate and diverse subjects as the Jesuits role after the 
Council of Trent, the teaching of Philosophy in Jesuit 
Schools, and the apparel worn on Chinese missions. A 
fascinating insight into the Jesuit movement at a seminal 
moment in its history. 
 
See De Backer-Som. V 95ff. Otherwise apparently 
unrecorded. 
 

L910 
 
 

POPE VERSUS VENICE 
 

34. JULIUS II, Pope. Papal bull in manuscript on 
vellum with seal. 
 
Rome, 1506, 5th May. 
 

£5,950 
 

Oblong folio (23.5 x 39.5 cm), 15 long lines in Papal 
chancery script, decorated opening initial, ascenders 
on letters of the first line, light waterstains and 
abrasures, holes at folds without loss of text, oxidation 
holes in initial ‘J’, stitching holes in outer margins, 
Papal pendant lead seal fixed with hemp cord through 
slits in the folded lower portion. 
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Originating from a humble background, Giovanni della 
Rovere (1443-1513) rose through the ranks of the Roman 
clergy and was Pope for the last nine years and two months of 
his life. After having secured his power by making it 
impossible for the Borgias to regain influence in the Papal 
state he embarked on a successful military campaign in 1506. 
In full armour he led an assault on Perugia and Bologna 
(celebrated by Macchiavelli as an attempt at purging the earth 
of tyrants), and recaptured much of the Emilia Romagna 
from the arch-rival Venice. Julius II is renowned as the patron 
of Michelangelo, Raphael and Bramante (the Pope laid the 
foundation stone of the new Saint Peter on April 18, 1506); 
however, as a man more than 60 years old he was one of the 
outstanding military leaders of Italy. This Papal bull is 
addressed to the ‘Venerabilis fratri Patriarche Venetiarum’ 
and the Pope intervenes in a legal dispute involving the 
Paduan cleric Nicolò Lazara, member of a local noble family, 
and the tabellarius (notary, court scribe) Augustinus a 
Curtino. The Pope denounces the government (potestas) of 
Padua for falsely accusing Lazara for being involved in the 
death of the tabellarius, a laicus Paduanus. This Papal 
instrument or bull has to be seen in the context of Julius’ desire 
to weaken Venice, which remained in control of Padua until 
1509, when the League of Cambray, forged by Julius, 
managed to get hold of the city for a short period. To address 
the religious authority of the Serenissima, Archbishop 
(Patriarch in Venice) Antonio Soriano, must have been the 
only way for open diplomatic correspondence between the two 
powers at war. 
 
The folded lower margin (docket) bears the contemporary 
name S. Portius with calligraphic initials; the verso of the bull 
with the contemporary name ‘N. Lipomanus protonotarius’ 
in upper left corner. The Biblioteca Ambrosiana holds a bull 
issued by Pope Julius II with the same inscription, however 
without seal, and in the Stiftsarchiv of Lilienfeld in Austria 
is a Papal bull of 1490 with the same inscription in the same 
place. The inscription stands most likely for Nicolò 
Lippomano, member of an ancient Venetian family, who was 
made bishop of Bergamo by Pope Julius II in 1512. The seal, 
which is in rather good condition, shows on the recto the usual 

portraits of the Saints Peter and Paul and the Pope’s name in 
Roman capitals on the verso. The hemp cord indicates a 
juridical and disciplinary character of the bull, whereas seals 
suspended with coloured silk (usually yellow and red) signify 
that the bull is an amicable ‘letter of grace’, granting a favour. 
 

L748 
 

NO RECORDED COPY IN USA 
 

35. JUSTINIAN. Institutiones. 
 
Rome, Ulrich Han and Simon Chandella de Lucca, 
10th April 1473. 
 

£59,500 
 

 
 
Large folio. 174 ll. unnumbered and unsigned [a-h10 
i66 k-r10 s8], final blank precedes the register. Double 
column, Gothic letter, surrounded by commentary in 
Roman (typically 58 lines per page), text to first leaf 
in red and black, initial letters in red ink throughout 
most of text. Very minor wormholes to some lower 
margins, little water stain to a few edges, a very good, 
clean, virtually uncut copy on thick paper, 16th 
century ms ex dono of Francisco Contareni of Santa 
Marina, Venice, at foot of first leaf, 19th century 
bookplates of Sir Edward Sullivan and William 
O’Brien on pastedown, Sunderland shelf mark on 
ffep. In a very handsome and typical ‘Sunderland’ 
binding c.1700 of red morocco, ornate outer border 
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gilt of alternating fleur de lys and flowers, edges and 
inner border gilt to floral design, spine gilt in eight 
compartments decorated with leaves and tendrils, 
morocco labels, small case mark on paper at foot. 
Upper joint cracked, one corner worn, very grand in 
the English aristocratic taste. 
 

 
 
A very early edition (probably the 5th) of the single most 
important law book of the western world. The first edition 
was published by Schoeffer in Mainz in 1468 and is 
conspicuously rare. This and the present edition share the 
Glossa Ordinaria of Accursius.  
 
“No single authority has had greater influence in shaping the 
existing legal codes of all nations than the Roman Law; 
obvious in those which, like the Code Napoleon, sought to 
impose a theoretic standpoint, it may be felt even in 
fundamentally empiric bodies of law like the English 
Common Law. The credit for the survival of this authority 
can be ascribed in a very large degree to work undertaken by 
Justinian I, Roman Emperor of the East from 527 to 565.” 
PMM p.3 
 
Soon after his accession, Justinian ordered the codification of 
the entire chaotic body of existing law, which was completed 
in 533. 
 
“…the Emperor directed Tribonian to prepare an 
introduction to the main work, and the elementary treatise 

thus produced, the ‘Institutes of Justinian’, has been for 
students ever since the introduction to the Roman law. … 
When people speak of the Roman law today, what they mean 
is Justinian.” PMM p.3 
A very distinguished provenance. The ms ex dono (second 
quarter of C16th) records the gift of the volume by Francisco 
Contareni to the Church of St Peter Martyr in Venice. 
Contareni is a variant of ‘Contarini’, one of the greatest 
families of Venice, producer of senators, admirals, Patriarchs, 
and even Doges. Francisco describes himself as ‘of Santa 
Marina’, where the family had a palace, and an inscription 
is recorded of him in the Church of Santa Marina, now 
destroyed, (Delle Inscrizioni Venezione I. p.339) which also 
received half his estate under his will; Francisco died in 1545. 
 
“The great library of Charles Spencer, Third Earl of 
Sunderland (1674-1722) contained only a few manuscripts 
and some 20,000 printed books; it was particularly strong in 
incunabula (many being printed on vellum)”. Seymour de 
Ricci p.38. Sunderland purchased extensively through an 
agent, James Gibson, who travelled all over Italy, buying 
speculatively, especially from monastic collections, but always 
giving Sunderland first choice. The Sunderland Library, 
described in 1703 as the finest in Europe, was sold by the 
Duke of Marlborough in 1882 for over £56,500, a princely 
sum. This volume, lot 6619 “A Rare and Finely Printed 
Edition’ fetched £6-10s. 
 
ISTC ij00509300, IGI 5490; BMC IV 23 (imperfect); 
HCR 9493ˣ; GKW 7584; Not in Goff. Only five 
other copies recorded; 1 in England, 3 in Italy, and 1 
in Switzerland. Printing and the Mind of Man 4 (1st 
end). See Katherine Swift, Bibliotheca Sunderlandiana. 
Bibliophily, 1986, 2, pages 63-90. 

 
K114 

 
36. LA ROCHE-FLAVIN, Bernard de. Treze 
livres des parlemens de France. Esquels est amplement traicté 
de leur origine et institution et des présidens conseilliers, gens 
du roy, greffiers, secrétaires juissiers & autres officiers. 
 
Bordeaux, Simon Millanges imprimeur ordinaire du 
Roy, 1617. 
 

£3,750 
 

FIRST EDITION. Folio. pp. [xxxxiv], 927, [i]. 
Roman letter, some Italic. Title in red and black with 
Millange’s large woodcut device on title, large 
historiated and floriated initials, fine grotesque head 
and tail pieces. Light age yellowing, occasional light 
browning, minor spotting in places, the odd marginal 
thumb mark. A good, crisp copy, with good margins 
in excellent contemporary French red morocco, 
covers bordered with triple gilt rule, spine with gilt 
rules raised bands, triple gilt ruled in compartments 
with central gilt fleurons of vase and flowers, dentelle 
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roll gilt at head and tail, small hole at head of spine, 
covers a little rubbed. 

 
 

 
 
A lovely copy of the first edition of this important and 
revealing work on the procedures and duties of the Magistrates 
and officers of the Parlements of France, beautifully printed 
by Simon Millanges, Montaigne’s printer, a work which lead 
to the authors immediate ruin, as he wrote directly and openly 
of the failings, shortcomings, and corruptions of his colleagues 
who immediately sued him for libel. La Roche Flavin, 
studied at Rodez, at one of the first colleges founded in France 
by the Jesuits, then at Toulouse, where he became a lawyer 
at the Parlement, then Magistrate in the Parlement of Paris 
and President of the “Chambre de Requets’ at Toulouse. His 
long and honorable career of over over fifty years as a 
Magistrate came to and abrupt end with the publication of this 
work. Its deliberate and systematic revelation of the hidden 
workings of the judicial system is a precious resource for the 
historian. In around 550 chapters he details with all the 
knowledge required for the Magistrate of the ancient and 
modern parlements of France. The fruit of a life times labour, 
it is not simply a users manuel for the Magistrate, full of the 
details of the period, it contains all of La Roche Flavin’s 50 
years experience at a time when the Magistrature was rapidly 
changing. Written from 1614-17 but containing material 
gathered from the 1580’s, it includes the debates which shook 
the parlements since the civil wars. “The question of the 
paulette (and judicial corruption more generally) made 
parlement magistrates sensitive to questions of Propriety 
during the first half of the seventeenth century. Toulouse 
magistrate Bernard de la Roche Flavin’s treatise about 

parlements procedure, ‘Thirteen books of the Parlements of 
France’, first published in 1617, was an important 
contribution to this debate about the professional role of 
magistrates and their social status. As a magistrate who had 
served at the Paris Parlement and more recently at the 
Parlement of Toulouse, La Roche Flavin urges his colleagues 
to prove their critics wrong. Much to the dismay of his 
colleagues, La Roche Flavin airs the dirty laundry of the 
Judiciary in an effort to reform current practice, acknowledging 
the faults of his colleagues in the hopes of holding them to 
higher standards in an age when venality threatens to 
undermine the authority of the Profession. La Roche Flavin, 
for whom the magistrates integrity is the very cornerstone of 
the French judicial system urges that court procedure be 
regularized and that magistrates maintain their public dignity 
at all times.” Sara Beam. ‘Laughing matters: farce and the 
making of absolutism in France’. A very good copy of this 
important work in excellent contemporary morocco. 
 
Not in BM STC F. C17th. Brunet III 843 “Ouvrage 
recherché, mais peu commun” Graesse. IV 107. 
 

L1554 
 
37. LAMBARD, William. Eirenarcha, or the Office of 
the Justices of peace [with] The Duties of Constables, 
Borsholders, Tythingmen, and such other Lowe and Lay 
Ministers of the Peace. 
 
London, Companie of Stationers, 1610. 

£1,500 
 

 
 

8vo., pp.(ii) 634 (lxxxii). pp. 94 (ii). Two parts in one 
separate title to each. Mainly Black letter. Title within 
woodcut border of delicate scrolls, slightly soiled in 
lower margin. Woodcut initials and ornaments. Fly 
taken from a printed vol. of Latin verse laments on the 
death of Bodley. Printing flaw to page 128, some very 
slight age yellowing. A very good copy in 
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contemporary calf with four raised bands, covers and 
spine ruled in blind. Sympathetically rebacked 
preserving original spine. 
 
This enlarged edition of Lambard's “Eirenarcha”, first 
published in 1581, is published here with his “Duties of 
Constables..”. “Written in a clear and unaffected style this 
manual remained for a long time the standard authority; 
Judge Blackstone speaks favourably of this work, and 
recommends it to the perusal of students.” (DNB). The first 
Book contains a “theorique (or insight) of the office of the 
Justices”; the second sets out he jurisdiction of and the practice 
and procedure before the justices of the peace, the third of the 
justices with the quarter sessions, the fourth of the quarter 
sessions alone. It is followed by a table containing (“very 
neerly all”) the printed statutes and a selection of precedents. 
The Duties of Constables, first published in 1582 and 
enlarged in this edition, is in itself very useful, published 
separately but often bound with the Eirenarcha. A good 
edition of one of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries best 
handbooks for practitioners in the courts of common law. All 
good criminal law books tell the reader a great deal not just 
about the law but about the society that made them. Here 
there are detailed indictments i.a. for killing a man by 
witchcraft, bewitching a horse, for the rape of a child or maid 
(the age distinction was ten) and for keeping a bowling alley, 
hearing mass and for usury. 
 
STC 15172, 15158. Lowndes IV 1301. 

SN2619 
 

38. LONDON. The Order of My Lord Mayor, The 
Aldermen and the Sheriffes, for their meetings. 
 
London, R. Young, Printer to the Hon: City, 1629. 
 

£4,500 
 

 
 

Sm. 8vo. pp. (iv) 32 (ii) without first blank. Mostly 
large black letter, small woodcut arms of the City of 

London at head of t.p., couple of decorative 
headpieces. Light age browning or yellowing, upper 
margin cut a bit short, generally a good copy in 
modern vellum. 
 
An extremely rare publication of the orders and regulations 
governing meetings of the high officers of the City of the 
London on special, public and ceremonial occasions. Most of 
these were annual events fixed by the liturgical calendar 
though some, such as a coronation, occurred only very 
occasionally. The orders do not regulate the conduction of 
business, or the administration of the meetings, so much as to 
provide who shall be where and when, fulfilling what role and 
especially wearing what. It is a sort of secular ‘ceremonialum’ 
for what was rapidly becoming the grandest and richest 
corporate government in the world and which often provided a 
splendid show for the local populace. This was not a mere 
matter of ‘panem et circenses’ however but had a serious 
underlying social and political purpose. It is easy to forget 
today just how significant the symbolism of clothes and 
gestures was in the C17th (viz Malvolio) and how vitally 
important were the rules of precedence and procedure. This 
little work seems to have been designed principally for 
participants in these ceremonies, by the study of which deeply 
embarrassing (and perhaps worse) solecisms could be avoided. 
It opens with a paginated table of the principal ceremonies and 
closes with a list of the City corporations. Copies would have 
been discarded when the office holder retired or the regulations 
changed, and were doubtless few to begin with, almost none 
now survive. The earliest recorded edition of this sort was 
printed in 1568 and is known by a single copy at the 
Huntington; the Guildhall Library has the only recorded 
copy of an edition of 1604 and the Bodleian the unique 1610 
as well as the only surviving quire of “c.1625?”. Then 
follows this title of which two copies are now known (apart 
from the present), at the BL. and Guildhall respectively; a 
different issue, partly reset, survives uniquely at Harvard. 
 
STC 16730. 

L20 
 

39. LOREDANO, Bernadino [or SIGONIO, 
Carlo]. In M. Tullii Ciceronis orationes de lege agraria 
contra P. Seruilium Rullum Tribunum pl. commentarius. 
 
Venice, apud Paulum Manutium, Aldi f, 1558 mense 
iunio. 
 

£1,950 
 
4to. pp. 297, [iii]. A-2O4, 2P2. Roman letter, some 
Greek. Woodcut Aldine device on title, capitals 
spaces with guide letters, bookplate of Baron Landau 
on pastedown. A very good copy, crisp clean and wide 
margined in contemporary limp vellum, later but old 
endpapers. 
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First Edition of this interesting commentary on Cicero’s 
orations on land reform spoken against the tribune of the plebs 
P. Servilius Rullus, beautifully printed by the Aldine press. 
Cicero opposed Rullus’ bill, which proposed to use money 
from foreign conquests to purchase land in Italy for the 
establishment of colonies of the poor, as he was instinctively 
opposed to what he saw as calculated bribery of the Roman 
electorate, and politically he was a supporter of Pompey who 
also opposed this bill. Cicero delivered 4 speeches, of which 3 
are still extant, although the first is mutilated. The second is 
the most important; nothing is known of the fourth. Very 
little enthusiasm was shown towards the bill by the Roman 
people, who preferred the distribution of doles in the city to the 
prospect of distant allotments. The work had important 
resonance in renaissance Italy and Europe especially when it 
came to redistribution of land and wealth, particularly in what 
was public land or private land. 
 
“The most forceful Roman opponent of the agrarian 
movement was, however, Marcus Tullius Cicero... In short, 
Cicero characterizes the agrarian movement as seditious, 
dangerous, and violently unjust. For what is an agrarian law, 
he asks in De officiis, but an initiative “to rob one man of 
what belongs to him and to give to another man what does not 
belong to him?”. For Cicero, as for so many other Roman 
writers, agrarian laws driven by plebeian envy had disrupted 
the concordia of the Roman republic, given rise to factions, 
and ultimately dismembered the body politic. This conviction 
had profound consequences for the shape of early modern 
political theory. The influence of the Roman sources (and of 
Cicero in particular) was so pervasive among civic humanists 
that the rejection of agrarian laws (or “levelling,” as the 
English had it) became a powerful republican orthodoxy.” 
Eric Nelson “‘For the land is Mine’:The Hebrew 
Commonwealth and the Rise of Redistribution.”. Sigonio 
(1524-1585), Italian historian and classicist, was the author 
of numerous scholarly works held in high esteem by his 

contemporaries. He was born at Modena and held 
professorships at Venice, Padua, and Bologna. "he was 
unquestionably one of the first classical antiquaries of his time, 
and a man of great judgement as well as learning, very correct 
and deep in researches, and of most unwearied diligence.” 
Chalmers. Sigonius's reputation chiefly rests upon his 
publications on Greek and Roman antiquities, which may 
even now be consulted with advantage. A very good copy with 
an excellent provenance. Baron Landau was a C19 collector 
of early books of impeccable taste. 
 
BM STC It. C16th p. 180 (Cicero) and p. 372 
(Lauredanus ie Carolus Sigonius). Renouard. 174:8. 

 
L1722 

 
THE KINGS OF JERUSALEM 

 
40. LUSIGNAN, Estienne. Les genealogies de soixante 
et sept tres-nobles [with] Les droicts, autoritez et prerogatiues 
que pretendent au royaume de Hierusalem, les princes & 
seigneurs spirituels & temporels cy apres nommez. 
 
Paris, chez Guillaume le Noir, ruë S. Iacques, à 
l'enseigne de la Rose blanche couronnee, 1586. 

 
£2,750 

 

 
 
FIRST EDITION of the second work. Two works 
in one. 4to. 1) ff. (iv), 128. 2) (viii), 40. Roman letter, 
some Italic. Woodcut printer’s device on both titles, 
full page woodcut of Melusine holding the arms of 
Luxembourg and Lusignan on â4 verso of first vol., 
floriated woodcut initials, grotesque headpieces, early 
inscription (illegible) on fly, autograph Pf Van 
Meldert de Deveal in C19th hand on verso, modern 
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armorial bookplate on pastedown, C19th label above, 
'Ad usum don[?]' in contemp. hand on fly. Light age 
yellowing, tiny worm trail at gutter well away from 
text. Very good copies, crisp and clean, in 
contemporary limp vellum, remains of ties. 
 
Second edition of this important and early genealogy, bound 
with the first edition of the second work “Les Droicts, 
Autoritez et perogatives que pretendent au Royaume de 
Hierusalem.”. Estienne de Lusignan, was born at Nicosia, 
capital of Cyprus, and chose an ecclesiastical career under the 
guidance of the Armenian Bishop, Julian. After the fall of 
Cyprus he escaped to Italy and spent his fortune on buying 
his enslaved parents back from Turkey. He moved to Paris in 
1577 and was nominated as Bishop of Limasso in Cyprus. 
“The work of Veccerius … became an important source for 
the Généalogies of Estienne de Chypre de Lusignan (1537 - 
1590). As his name suggests, Estienne was a descendant of 
the Lusignan kings of Cyprus and Bishop of Limassol. He 
wrote his Genealogies for Francois de Luxembourg-Piney, in 
which he presented the genealogies of sixty-seven noble 
dynasties that can all be traced back to the Merovingians... In 
this book, Melusine and the search for her true historic 
identity are a recurrent theme. This may be unsurprising, 
since it is that very figure that enabled the author’s own 
glorious dynastic roots to be connected with those of his patron, 
or, as he wrote, ‘The house of Luxembourg, according to our 
opinion and that of many others, derived from the House of 
Lusignan’. He also sees Melusine on the crest worn by “all 
members” of the house of Luxembourg and Lusignan as clear 
proof of his hypothesis.” Pit Péporté. ‘Constructing the 
Middle Ages:’ The second work is the first edition of 
Lusignans interesting treatise as to the various claims of the 
main European noble houses, including the Papacy and the 
Patriarchy, over the Kingdom of Jerusalem. The first chapter 
concerns the rights over the kingdom exercised by his own 
family. He then discusses the rights of each of the royal 
families of Europe and their connection to the Kingdom, 
including the English royal Family through the exploits of 
Richard the Lionheart. Very good crisp copies of these two 
works. 

L1917 
 

41. LYNDWOOD, William, Bishop of St. 
David's [with] ACTON, John. Provinciale seu 
constitutions Anglie…[with] Constitutiones legitime seu 
legatine regionis Anglicane... 
 
Antwerp, Christophor Sale in London by Francis 
Brickman er [Ruremond], 1525 [with] [Paris, 
Wolfgang Hopyl and Hans de Coblenz, 13 September 
1504]. 
 

£4,850 
 

2 works in one volume. Folio. ff. cclv, (xxviii); (xvi) 
clv. Black letter in two sizes, extensive red, text in 
double column, notes surrounding. Five woodcut 

illustrations, four almost full-page on titles and part 
titles, two of St George slaying the dragon with 
onlookers, one Hopyl's device (Silvestre 1066) 
incorporating title within ovals flanked by eagles, and 
one of a king enthroned surrounded by members of 
his court, woodcut initials. Clean tears to M8 and A3, 
touching text but without loss, light dampstain to 
outer margin of a few gatherings at beginning of 
second sometimes touching text, small marginal 
dampstains to upper edge at end, final leaf with three 
small holes to blank outer margin, lacking final blank, 
one or two inkspots. A very good, clean, wide copy, 
with attractive woodcuts and two-colour printing, in 
early 17th-century English speckled sheep, a.e.r. 
Joints cracked, and split at head and foot, one corner 
slightly defective, small areas of rubbing on lower 
cover. Richard Rudd's ms. ex-libris dated 1557 in 
blank upper portion of title, partially visible ms. ex 
dono adjoining, early scholarly marginalia in more 
than one 16thC hand intermittently throughout text, 
extensive scholarly notes and on verso of last, 19th-
century armorial bookplate on upper pastedown of 
the Earls of Macclesfield, their blindstamp to title and 
subsequent two leaves. 
 

 
 
"The 'Provinciale' is a digest in five books of the synodal 
constitutions of the province of Canterbury from the time of 
Stephen Langton to that of Henry Chichele, accompanied by 
an explanatory gloss in unusually good Latin, and is the 
principal authority for English canon law" (DNB). 
Lyndwood's work collects the most important ecclesiastical 
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legislation from the province of Canterbury between 1222 up 
to the time of its writing. It is also supplied with Lyndwood's 
extensive marginal gloss and an authoritative index. It was 
completed in 1433, and was first published in Oxford c. 
1470-80; it was also printed at Westminster in 1496 with 
Caxton's cipher and de Worde's colophon. That edition 
marked the first appearance of John Acton's commentary on 
the ecclesiastical 'constitutions' of Otho and Ottobone, the 
papal legates in England in the 14th century, followed by a 
collection of unabridged provincial statutes of Canterbury; the 
second work here, which is frequently (and erroneously) 
attributed to Lyndwood. It is the first major treatise on 
English Canon Law. These works were often bound 
together, and were both edited by Jodocus Badius Ascensius, 
the printer. 
 
STC 17111/17108; (part I) Renouard, Badius 
Ascensius, vol. III, p. 52; (part II) Moreau, Inventaire 
Chronologique des Editions Parisiennes du XVIe 
Siecle, vol I., p. 133; not in Adams, Brunet, Hodnett, 
Ames or Lowndes. First part is rare; two copies only 
on RLG. 

L614 
 
42. MANUZIO, Paolo. Antiquitatum Romanarum 
Pauli Manutii Liber de Legibus... 
 
Paris, Bernard Turrisan, 1557. 

£950 
 
8vo. pp. 288. Roman letter, privilege and index in 
italic. Large Aldine anchor device on title, woodcut 
initials, occasional early marginalia. Lower outer 
corner of t-p a little frayed. Very small, light 
dampstain to outer margin of last two quires, 
touching a few letters of text. A good copy in near-
contemporary vellum, edges speckled red. 2 earlier 
ms. notes to t-p (in Latin in blank portions of title), 
the longer apparently a punning epitaph on one 
‘Ludovicus Flamen’ ‘flamen obiit...caelo vivit.’ the 
hand is North-West European mid to late 16th 
Century; ‘Flamen’ was a surname often used by 
Flemings resident in France at this period. 17th 
Century ms ex-libris on front pastedown, ‘Ex libris 
M. Nic. le Bachelier.’ 
 
The Parisian reprint of the first edition, first issue (appearing 
in the same year) of an interesting work on ancient Roman 
law, intended to inaugurate Manutius’ monumental work on 
the antiquities of Rome. During his lifetime, Manutius 
published this section on law, and after his death appeared 
ones on the Senate (1581), the Comitia (1585), and the 
Roman state and its political institutions. the posthumous 
editions were the work of his son, Aldus Manutius the 
younger (1547-1597). Bernard turrisan was the grandson of 
Andrea Torresani, the father in law of Aldus, and used the 
Aldine device as his trademark on the title pages of his 
publications; he worked in Paris between 1554 and 1571. 

Most of the books published under his imprint were printed 
by Federic Morel. 
 
BM STC Fr. 300; Renouard 279:9; Adams M-475; 
Graesse IV, 375. 

L650 
 

THE PROS AND CONS OF MARRIAGE 
 

43. MARCONVILLE, Jean de. De l'Heur et malheur 
de mariage, ensemble les loix connubiales de Plutarque, 
traduictes en françois, par Jehan de Marconville. 
 
Paris, pour Jean Dallier, 1571. 

£1,950 
 
8vo. ff. (viii) 83 (i). Roman letter, italic side notes. 
Woodcut publishers' device on title-page, floriated 
woodcut initials and head-pieces, book plate of 
Charles V. D. Elst on pastedown. Light age yellowing. 
A very good copy in C19 French crushed red 
morocco ‘Jansenist’, signed Hardy-Menil, spine with 
raised bands, gilt title, edges with double gilt rule, 
inner dentelles richly gilt, a.e.g., joints slightly 
crushed at head. 
 
Rare second edition of this curious work on the pros and cons 
of marriage, first published in Paris in 1564, concurrently 
with another work examining the good and evil of Women; 
both are mentioned in the privilege given to Jean Dallier at 
the end of this book and were probably complementary. 
Marconville published many works which presented 
arguments, for and against, in a tradition derived from 
Erasmus, and prefiguring Montaigne’s Essais. The present 
work addresses such things as adultery, marriage ceremonies 
both Christian and pagan, degrees of consanguinity, how to 
punish a wife, jealousy and the unhappiness caused by being 
married to a “Mauvais Femme”. 
 
“Some French Catholics who began cautiously endorsing 
marriage were Jean Bouchet, Jean de Marconville and 
Francois de Billon. Jean de Marconville was a Catholic who 
sought the unity of the Church, but objected to the use of force 
against the Protestants. He addressed the issue of marriage in 
his ‘De l'Heur et malheur de mariage’, published in 1564. 
The stated premise was that men and women were meant to 
be married. He advocated marriage as security ‘... against the 
disordered affections of the flesh and against the vices of 
incontinence and sensuality.’” Yvonne Petry. ‘Gender, 
Kabbalah, and the Reformation.’ This was taken in part and 
reworked from a French translation of Mexia’s ‘Diverses 
Lecons’ by Claude Gruget. “Marconville conceals Mexia as 
a source, juggles the order of Mexia’s three linked chapters on 
marriage and leaves his reader with a false impression of his 
source material. Marconville borrowed and compiled from 
Mexia’s ‘Diverses Lecons’, but more importantly he changed 
the meaning and context of the examples. Marconville 
transformed Mexia’s writings on variety and diversity into an 
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argument for monogamous Christian marriage. .. 
Marconville’s work .. echoes Mexia and copies his phrases, 
but alters them slightly to emphasise the more formal 
requirements of the public ceremonies required for a legitimate 
marriage. For Mexia, the consent alone (seul consentment) of 
the couple suffices, helped along by ceremonies. For 
Marconville a more public (solonnel) arrangement is required 
to demonstrate this consent that he emphasises as ‘mutual’. 
Lyndan Warner ‘The Ideas of Man and Woman in 
Renaissance France: Print, Rhetoric, and Law’. 
 
Very little is known of Marconville's life. A country 
gentleman born about 1540, he was a fairly prolific writer in 
the popular philosophical vein and a friend of a number of 
better known literary contemporaries such as Thevet and 
Belleforest. Hofer (NBG) describes his works on women as 
"recherchés pour leur singularité". 
 
This Edn. not in BM STC Fr.. Adams M-551. Brunet 
III 1408. “Traités assez recherchés”. Cioranescu 
14017 (1st ed.). Gay II 470. “Livre rare et tres 
curieux.” Not in Tchermerzine or Hull 'Chaste, 
silent & obedient'. 

L1752 
 

LAWS OF THE EARLY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

 
44. [MEXICAN CHURCH]. Sanctum Provinciale 
Concilium Mexici. 
 
México, Juan Ruiz, 1622. 

£9,500 
 
FIRST EDITION. Fol., ff. [6], 102, [1], 38, [1], 
missing final blank. Neat Roman letter; title with full-
page engraved architectural border (outer edges 
frayed), secondary title within large woodcut frame, 
large decorated initials and elaborate hand- and tail-
pieces in Spanish colonial style; light mostly marginal 
foxing to few leaves, light damp stain to lower gutter 
and foot of last gathering. A very good copy in 
contemporary limp vellum; a bit stained, reglued long 
since, spine holed; early shelf mark to front cover; 
unusual early monogram ‘AE LC OC’ branded on 
upper and lower edges; small "MM" ink stamps on 
verso of title and f. 52r; eighteenth-century 
handwritten monogram [RHPB?] at foot of first five 
leaves, the same hand annotating in Spanish in 
margins of gathering Hh and Kk; earlier extensive 
marginal annotations in Latin on first two leaves. 
 
Extremely rare first edition of the decrees issued by the third 
Mexican Council of 1585 and approved by the papacy four 
years later. Gathered by the Viceroy and Archbishop Pedro 
Moya de Contreras, this highly influential assembly brought 
the decrees of the Council of Trent into the religious and social 
life of the New World, drawing up a legislation amazingly 

in use until the early twentieth century. Bishops attending 
the council focused mainly on doctrine, the internal 
organization of the Mexican province, missionary activities 
and rights of local people. Their decisions were first recorded in 
Spanish and later translated into Latin, so as to be confirmed 
by the pope. Yet, the Roman cardinals’ committee in charge 
of approval rewrote large part of the decrees, strictly sticking to 
those of the Tridentine Council. As a result, the final official 
text came out only in 1622. The printed marginalia of the 
volume refers constantly to the sources of the Mexican decrees. 
Along with canon law and papal bulls, they comprise 
especially the deliberations of the Council of Trent, of the five 
Synods held in Milan under Carlo Borromeo as well as 
assemblies of the American and Spanish Church in Lima, 
Quiroga, Guadix and Granada. The final part of the book, 
and perhaps the most important, is devoted to the statutes of 
the recently-established Mexican Church. 
 

 
 
The beautiful engraving of the title shows the personification 
of the Faith and Church in a classical architectural frame. It 
is signed at the bottom by the Dutch artist Samuel Stadanus. 
Stradanus worked in New Spain from about 1604. His most 
prominent patron was the promoter of this belated first edition, 
Archbishop Juan Pérez de la Serna (1573-1627), whose 
arms appear at the head of title. 
Graesse, II, 245; Medina, México 343; Palau, 
293978; Sabin, 48373. Not in JFB or Alden. 

 
L1925 
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45. MONTAGU, Richard. Diatribe upon the first part 
of the late History of Tithes. 
 
London, Felix Kyngston for Matthew Lownes, 1621. 
 

£1,650 
 
FIRST EDITION 4to. pp. (xii) 579 (i). Roman 
letter, some Italic and Greek. Woodcut initials, 
ornaments and headand tail-pieces. C19 armorial 
bookplate of Earls of Macclesfield to front pastedown, 
their armorial blimdstamp to first few leaves. A little 
printer's ink streaking to one page. A very good, clean 
copy in comtemp. limp vellum, ms title to spine, 
remains of leather ties. 
 
First edition of this lengthy and detailed attack on John 
Selden's 1618 History of Tythes, by the sometimes 
controversial cleric and scholar Richard Montague (or 
Montagu, c.1575-1641). Montague, educated at Eton and 
Cambridge, became chaplain to James I (to whom the present 
work is dedicated), Bishop of Chichester in 1628 and of 
Norwich in 1638. He disliked the extremes of both 
Calvinism and Romanism, a position which did little to 
ingratiate him with either group: he became embroiled in a 
bitter rhetorical exchange with the Catholic theologian 
Matthew Kellison (c.1560-1642), and his publication of the 
Immediate Addresse unto God alone (1624) incensed 
Puritans, who appealed to the House of Commons. 
Montague was protected by his connections to the King. 

 

 
 
Selden had attempted to demonstrate, with his usual wealth 
of learning, that tithes were an historical development and not 
established iure divino. Any attempt to counter Selden's 
arguments might have been considered foolhardy, given the 
great jurist's formidable reputation as a scholar and historian, 
but three concerted responses were produced not long after the 
work's publication (as recorded by Wood, Athenae Oxon. II, 
303). Montague and Richard Tillesley dealt with the legal 
side, and Stephen Nettles with the Rabbinical or Judaical. 
Of these, Montague's is the most scholarly, and the most 
virulent. Although frequently lauding Selden's learning, his 
tone is often sarcastic and scathing, whether goading ("the 
world was much ammused at the birth of your late History of 
Tythes"), feigning conciliation ("did you ever reade of any 
Master-piece of those excellent Artisans of old, published to 
view without much discourse?"), or offering his advice ("men 
of your complexion seldome are so disposed to take good 
counsell being given").  
 
135 pages of an introductory letter, addressed directly to 
Selden, precede Chapter 1, which discusses the Biblical 
origins of the Christian practice of paying tithes, and its 
history through Classical antiquity. Chapter 2 addresses the 
practice among the Jews, who, Montague reminds his readers, 
are as scrupulous payers of tithes as Christians. He further 
reinforces his point that the paying of tithes is a natural 
practice, not ordained by particular social or legal constraints, 
by concentrating in Chapter 3 on those outside the Judaeo-
Christian fold, whether ancient pagans or modern tribes of the 
New World. The work ends, characteristically, with a further 
rebuke to Selden and a quotation from a Greek poet: 
"Remember, M. Selden, what I thinke you have reade in the 
same Theocritus to the purpose, and make use of it". Selden's 
response is not recorded. 
STC 18037; Lowndes IV, 1588. Not in Alden. Kress 
381. Goldsmiths 504. 

L556 
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46. MUGELLANO, Dino. Commentarius mirabilis 
super titulo de regulis iuris. 
 
Venice, Ottaviano Scoto, 1536. 

£950 
 

 
 

8vo, pp. 134, [16]. Gothic letter, a little Roman. Text 
in single column, smaller printed notes surrounding. 
Title in black and red, printer’s woodcut device on t-
p and colophon, subtitles in red on ff. 3 and 7, 
floriated initials. Light age yellowing, marginal water 
stain and minor spots to t-p and a few ll., little paper 
flaw on f. 50. A good, crisp copy in contemporary 
limp vellum, yapp fore-edges, front cover with 
author’s forename in contemporary hand, title to 
spine rubbed, remains of ties. Recased, occasional ms. 
notes. 
 
A rare edition of this most famous treatise on civil law by the 
Italian jurist Dino de Rossoni (or Mugellanus) - died after 
1298 – who taught in Pistoia and Bologna. In 1298 he was 
commissioned to write “De regulis iuris”, the last title of the 
Liber Sextus Decretalium, a canonical collection in five books 
compiled under Pope Boniface VIII and inspired by the 
Decretals of Gregory IX. Mugellanus also wrote other works 
published later, such as a commentary on the Digest (1513), 
two treatises entitled “De actionibus”, and some 
monographs, called “consilia”. 
 
This detailed commentary on the “De regulis iuris”, based 
on the Roman tradition and the body of Civil Law collected 
by Justinian I, rethought the standard methodology of the 
Accursian gloss. It was first published in Rome in 1472 and 
represented an authority for many fifteenth and sixteenth 
century scholars, such as Filippo Decio (1454-1535). Like 
other contemporary scholars from the Bologna school of law, 
Mugellanus considered the civil law as a discipline embracing 
all aspects of human life and including elements from moral 
theology. 

After two dedicatory letters by the French jurist Nicolás de 
Bohier (1469-1539) to Guillaume, bishop of Bourges in 
Aquitaine and Desconsu Celse-Hugues (1480-1540) from 
Bourgogne, who had edited other works by Mugellanus, there 
follows a preface explaining the purpose of the work – 
summarising Canon Law in rules which explain 
fundamental legal concepts not clearly expressed elsewhere. 
The text is then divided into sections containing 88 rules and 
consilia (ff. 132-133). It stresses the concepts of conscience 
and will, good and bad-faith, amongst others, but especially 
focuses on behaviour, maintaining that punishment doesn’t 
relate to the qualities of individuals but to their particular 
actions. The work shows some of the typical features of 
medieval treatises, influenced by Aristotle and the Scholastic 
tradition. However, its modernity and attention to concrete 
cases makes it a fundamental source for the history of legal 
studies, as rules 23 (p. 66v), “sine culpa nisi subsit causa not 
est aliquis puniendus”, on the possibility of penalty without 
fault, and 63 (p. 93r), “qui tacet consentire”, on the 
importance of consent, demonstrate. 
 
No copies of this edition recorded. BM STC It. 
Adams and Brunet list only previous editions. 

 
L2321 

 
47. NERI, Philip, Saint. Instituta Congregationis 
Oratorii S. Mariæ in Vallicella de Urbe A.S. Philippo 
Nerio Fundatæ. . 
 
Rome, Typis Mascardi, 1641. 

£2,250 
 
8vo. pp. 62, [ii]. (last blank). Roman letter. Engraved 
portrait vignette of St Philip Neri by Giacomo Lauro 
on title, woodcut floriated initials and ornaments. 
Light age yellowing, original paper flaw at blank lower 
margin of A7, one quire lightly browned. A very 
good, clean copy in early C19th marbled paper 
boards, all edges blue, preserved in a green quarter 
morocco case. 
 
Rare second edition of the regulations of the Congregation of 
the Oratory founded in Rome by St. Philip Neri at the 
church of S. Maria in Vallicella, 1575, an exact copy of the 
first edition printed in 1630. The rule, not officially 
constituted till 17 years after Saint Philip's death, was 
approved by Pope Paul V in 1612. St Philip Neri was a 
holy man, charismatic by nature, who wished to return to the 
spirit of the early church and to concentrate his life on 
developing a community which prayed together, preached the 
gospel, and looked after the sick and needy. He found himself 
surrounded by a group of disciples who wished to live with him 
in community. He felt that vows might hold men against their 
wishes, and he wanted his community to be united only by 
love. Certain rules were made, simply for the efficient day to 
day running of the house and to help his fellow priests and lay 
brothers to live in charity. He was a practical man and realised 
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that men who live together also need a degree of privacy. An 
Oratorian's room or "nest", as St Philip called it, was the 
centre of his temporal and spiritual life. 
 

 
 
“The rules or the Constitutions of the Oratory are - still 
today- something of a curiosity in the Church, so much so 
that the Roman Curia has found it difficult to put the 
Oratory of St. Philip Neri into any of its usual categories. 
The Oratorians are undoubtedly secular priests, in that they 
have no vows, yet formerly they came under the direction of 
the Congregation for Religious, like the religious orders... 
When we study how the Constitutions developed, we can 
detect once again the character of Philip and his early and later 
disciples. The Rule was, so to speak, written from life. The 
life of the community - its usages and traditions - this is what 
is important. The first draft of the Constitutions already said 
so explicitly: ‘The Congregation of the Oratory is guided 
more by customs than bound with laws’. Nevertheless one 
notes that whenever an essential point of the Rule - autonomy 
or freedom from vows – were threatened, interest in the rule 
revived and the special characteristics of the Oratory were 
defended. .. The formulation of the Rule turned out to be far 
from simple. After all, the Congregation was a totally new 
kind of community in the Church. .. In the end the task was 
not completed until 1612.”. Paul Türks, ‘Philip Neri: The 
Fire Of Joy’. Uncommon outside Italian libraries. 
 
The first Oratory in England was founded at Birmingham 
by Cardinal Newman in 1848. There are now Oratories 
throughout Europe and in North and South America and 
Africa, with the Congregation very well respected in the 
English-speaking world. They have a very strong liturgical 
and musical tradition -indeed the ‘oratorio’ originated with 
them. 
 
Not in BM STC It. C17th. 

L1590 
 

48. NORMANDIE. Le Grand coustumier du pays et 
duché de Normendie ... avec plusieurs additions... 
 
Rouen, Nicolas Le Roux pour Francoys Regnault 
pour Girard Anger, 1539. 

£4,750 
 

FIRST EDITION thus. ff. [vi], clx [i.e. clii], [vi], 
lxxxii. [�]6, a-s8, t6, v4, [��]4, A-H8, I4, K8, L6. 
Lettre Bâtard. Text in double column. Title in red 
and black within four part woodcut border, woodcut 
arms of France, Normandie, Dauphiné, Bretagne and 
Rouen above, various scenes from the life of Christ at 
sides, two woodcut tables, the “l’arbre de 
consanguinité” printed in red and black, and the 
“l’arbre des affinités”, numerous large white on black 
criblé, and historiated initials. Occasional marginal 
annotations and underlinings, early C19th armorial 
bookplate of the Right Honourable George Rose on 
pastedown, Helmut N. Friedlaender’s bookplate 
above, C20th armorial bookplate of A Ehrman 
beneath, with his stamp and shelf mark on rear 
pastedown, bookplate of the Broxbourne Library 
('Bibliotheca Broxbourniana J.P.W.E. 17 March 
1949 Ex dono A & R.E') to rear pastedown. Light age 
yellowing, title slightly dusty, light waterstain in 
upper margin. A very good, well margined copy, in 
early speckled calf over boards, rubbed spine 
remounted, a.e.r. 

 

 
 
Important first edition of the customary laws of Normandie 
with the gloss of Guillaume Rouillé, including the latin text. 
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His commentary was so well appreciated at the time that he 
was asked to appear before the Norman Parliament so they 
could congratulate him on his achievement. The principal 
dispositions of this Coustumier remained in use in their 
medieval state right up until the Revolution “There are two 
compilations of the customary law of the duchy of Normandy 
that were written in the thirteenth century. One, known as 
the Très ancien coutumier (the 'very old custumal'), was 
written in Latin about the year 1200 when Normandy was 
still part of the Angevin empire. French and Anglo-Norman 
translations of it are also known. The other, called by its editor 
the Summa de legibus in curia laicali ('summary of laws in 
the lay court'), was composed, also in Latin, sometime 
between the years 1230 and 1250, at a time when 
Normandy was under the direct control of the French crown. 
It was later translated into French in a version that became 
known as the Grand coutumier de Normandie. ... The last 
printed edition of the Grand coutumier de Normandie 
appeared in 1539 in an edition by Guillaume Le Rouillé, 
and that edition included the Latin text as a sort of appendix. 
In 1585, the custom was 'reformed', and after that all the 
printed editions of and commentaries on the custom (and there 
are many) were of the reformed custom.” Charles Donahue, 
Harvard Law School Library. English law has conserved 
large portions of Norman law, including, some procedures and 
its use of language. It is most particularly conserved in the 
Channel islands. The work contains much of incidental 
interest to the social historian, including the privileges and 
laws concerning booksellers and the sale of books. 
 
This copy belonged to the Statesman Sir George 
Rose,Treasurer of the Navy. Rose was a close friend of 
Admiral Lord Nelson. He first met Nelson when the latter 
was a young Captain and had just returned from the West 
Indies. Nelson invited Rose to go on board HMS Victory 
before the ship sailed for the Battle of Trafalgar to tell Rose 
that, if he was killed, he had left Lady Hamilton and their 
daughter Horatia to the Nation. Rose was thus the last man 
in England to see Nelson alive. After Nelson's death Rose 
became Emma Hamilton's executor and Horatia's guardian; 
but Pitt's death diminished Rose's influence and his fellow 
Ministers did not support her. Rose was also a friend of King 
George III and his family who stayed with him a number of 
times at his house "Cuffnells" in Lyndhurst. 
 
BM STC Fr. C16th, p. 326. Goldsmiths' Lib. cat., 27. 
Adams, N339. 

L1416 
 
49. PETIT, Samuel. Leges Atticae Sam. Petitus 
collegit, digessit, et libro commentario illustrauit. Opus iuris, 
literarum, et rei antiquariae studiosis utilissimum, 8. libris 
distinctum. 
 
Paris, sumptibus Caroli Morelli, viâ Iacobaeâ ad 
insigne Fontis, 1635. 
 

£1,750 

 
FIRST EDITION. Folio. pp. xii, 55, (i), 557 (i.e. 
567), (i). Roman and Greek letter, some Italic. Title 
in red and black with fine large engraved printer’s 
device of fountain allegorical figures of the 4 
continents at corners, fine large floriated woodcut 
initials head and tail-pieces. Light age yellowing, 
some quires a little browned with some scattered 
spotting, lower blank corner of t-p with some minor 
soiling. A very good, clean copy in contemporary 
vellum over boards, yapp edges, a.e.r. 
 
First edition of Samuel Petit’s important and beautifully 
printed study of ancient Athenian law, dedicated to Francis 
Auguste de Thou, the son of Jacques. A distinguished French 
orientalist, Protestant minister and principal of the Protestant 
Accademie de Nimes, Petit was a correspondent with the 
leading European men of letters of his day and a friend of 
Selden, Gessendi and Vossius. As no systematic collection of 
Greek laws has come down to us Petit gathered statements 
from the speeches of the Attic orators, and with the aid of 
inscriptions to corroborate them, compiled this work, as much 
a social history of the Greeks as of their laws. The work is 
divided into eight books, effectively systemizing the law, the 
first dealing with religion and worship of the Gods, ministers 
or priests and those who officiated in Holy rites, and the laws 
relating to temples and festivals. The second deals with the 
rights of citizens and those of slaves and free men, with laws 
relating to children and parents. The third concerns the Senate 
of the Five Hundred, the popular assembly, the role of 
magistrates, judges and orators, the gifts and honors that they 
can receive and laws relating to honors given to the 
Gymnasia, Physicians, and Philosophers. It also deals with 
lawsuits, judgments, witnesses and punishments. The fourth 
to seventh books deal in general civil and criminal law such as 
public revenues or tax, buying and selling, usury, the 
regulation of fields, herds and flocks, marriage, endowments, 
adultery, prostitution, wills and inheritance law, funerals, 
murders, thefts and slander. The eighth and final book 
includes military affairs, including punishments and rewards. 
A hugely scholarly work, it won Petit the admiration of many 
including an invitation by the Pope, through the auspices of 
Cardinal Bagni, to Rome, despite his Protestantism. It was 
reprinted until 1742. A very good copy. 
 
Not in BM STC Fr. C17th. Brunet IV 529. Graesse 
V 220. 
 

L1301 
A SPLENDID COPY 

 
50. PONTANO, Ludovico. Singularia. 
 
Venice, Johann von Köln und Johann Manthen, 
1475. 
 

£11,500 
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Folio. ff. [lxvi]. a–b10, c10–1, d8, e10. Quire C ll. 
misplaced [c9, c1-4, c8, c5-7] without first and last 
blanks. Roman letter, double column. Capital space 
on a2 supplied in blue, paragraphs rubricated in red 
and blue on first leaf and then in red throughout, 
contemporary manuscript annotations (untrimmed). 
a2 very slightly dusty at margins, minor, very pale, 
water stain to very upper and outer blank margin of 
last few leaves, very minor light spotting on last few 
leaves. An internally fine copy, very fresh and clean 
,with original large margins, (contemporary 
annotations un-cropped) in grey-blue card wraps 
circa 1800. 
 
Beautifully printed early edition of this tremendously popular 
and influential legal Singularia by the celebrated jurist 
Lodovico Pontano, the first edition of which was printed at 
Venice, by de Spira, 1471. The “Singularia” are a collection 
of brief expositions of specific legal issues, immensely useful to 
the practitioner; they give opinions on various points of law 
which occur in daily practice in the courts, both ecclesiastical 
and civil, with the questions or cases, and sometimes the 
decisions of the courts on those cases. Pontano was not the first 
collector of Singularia, but continued a tradition that was 
particularly lively in Perugia, where he taught. Pontano’s 
Singularia iuris was the most popular of his works. It had 
appeared in seventeen editions by 1500 and was included in 
fourteen compilations in the 16th century, the last in 1578. 
Pontano’s short career led from the universities of Bologna, 
Florence, Rome and Siena, the Roman curia and the court of 
Alfonso V of Aragón to the Council of Basel where he became 
rapidly one of the major conciliarist leaders and died at the age 
of only 30 years of the plague. 
 
“Ludovico Pontano … was born in Spoleto or its vicinity in 
1409. He was taken to and brought up in Rome, which later 
gave him one of his names, Ludovico Romanus. As for his 
education, it is known that he first entered the University of 
Perugia and that he studied at the University of Bologna. In 
his legal studies at Bologna, Lodovico was very much 
influenced by John de Imola (d. 1436) … By 1433 he was 
professor of Law as the University of Sienna. It is regrettable 
that not much is known about his activities as law professor. 
But his output  as a legal scholar was very impressive. It 
included the often-reissued Deliberations and pleadings 
(Consilia.) Notable remarks on Criminal cases (Singularia) 
… After serving briefly as advocate in Florence, Lodovico was 
then made apostolic protonotary by Pope Eugenius IV. After 
the council of Basel was convened in 1431, King Alfonso V 
of Aragon decided to Press his claims to the Council. Two of 
the most renowned lawyers of the time, Panormitanus 
(Nicholas de Tudeschis) and Ludovico Pontano, were among 
his legal delegation to the council. Lodovico seems to have 
arrived himself in 1438. Very quickly he became one of the 
most important voices at the council”. Morimichi Watanabe. 
‘Nicholas of Cusa – A Companion to his Life and his 
Times.’ 
 

 
 
A beautiful copy of a finely printed book, the quality of the 
typography, paper and printing of this edition is wonderful; it 
is a very well preserved copy with very good large margins, 
and interesting contemporary annotation. 
 
BMC V, 231. GW M34988. ISTC ip00928000. Goff 
P 928. Hain13270. 
 

L2508 
 
51. RASTELL, John. An exposition of certaine difficult 
and obscure words, and termes of the lawes of this realme. 
Newly amended and augmented, both in French and 
English, for the helpe of such young students as are desirous 
to attaine to the knowledge of the same. 
 
London, Printed [by Adam Islip] for the Company of 
Stationers, 1615. 
 

£2,250 
 
8vo. ff. [iv], 196, double column. English in Black 
letter, French in Roman letter. Small typographical 
ornament on tp, engraved bookplate of Edward 
Jackson Baron, on pastedown. Light age yellowing, 
small closed tear at gutter of title, title and verso of last 
a bit dusty. A very good copy, crisp and clean, in 
contemporary limp vellum, remains of ties. 
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A finely printed and well preserved copy of John Rastell’s 
immensely popular and useful legal dictionary; both the first 
English dictionary and first English law dictionary. 
 
“John Rastell (1470?-1536), a printer and barrister of 
Lincoln’s Inn, wrote and then published the first edition of 
this book in 1527. Originally, it was in Law Latin and Law 
French. In the second edition of 1530, a parallel English 
translation was added - perhaps by Rastell’s son William 
(1508 - 1565), who had been studying law at Oxford and 
would soon become a barrister himself. This [present] edition 
reflects the joint efforts of father and son. A reviser named 
Paget (a barrister of the Middle Temple may also have 
contributed to the work … . The Rastells' work is notable in 
several ways. First, it is a lexicographic landmark because it 
antedates by 11 years the first general English dictionary, 
written by Sir Thomas Elyot. Second, for the its time it was 
a sophisticated piece of lexicography that would provide 
definitions for legal terms in other dictionaries for generations 
to come. (..John Bullokar (1616), Thomas Blount (1656), 
Edward Phillips (1658) and Henry Cockeram (1670) 
borrowed heavily from Rastell – and through the 18th 
century still other writers borrowed from them). Third, the 
side by side translations marked a typographic innovation for 
dictionary-makers; apart from the typefaces, the columns look 
surprisingly modern more than 400 years later. Fourth, the 
dictionary had an extraordinary life through 29 editions that 
spanned a period of 292 years (the final American edition 
having appeared in 1819) - a longevity that few if any other 
lawbook can rival.” Bryan A. Garner. ‘Garner on 
Language and Writing.’ 
 
As Marvin observes, it remains a useful dictionary because it 
"reflects the common law at the close of the year-book period 
with much fidelity.” A very good copy. 
 
STC, 20715. ESTC S115775 
 

L1784 
 

52. SCALA, Pace. De consilio sapientis. 
 
Venice, [Paolo Manuzio], 1560. 

£2,750 
 
FIRST EDITION. Small 4to, ff. 125, (11). Aldine 
device to title page, one woodcut historiated initial. 
Light age yellowing and some light browning, the odd 
minor stain and marginal tear. A very good, crisp, well 
margined copy in mottled calf over boards C1700, gilt 
title on red morocco label to spine, raised bands gilt in 
compartments, fleurons gilt in each, edges sprinkled 
red, rubbed. Later inscription to front pastedown. 
First very rare edition of this treatise on Roman law, civil 
procedure, contracts and wills by the jurist from Padua Pace 
Scala, a close friend of Paolo Manuzio, and an example of 
Paolo’s very rare legal printing. 
 
The “consilia” were expert opinions requested by the judge to 
interpret the law regarding a specific topic. From the C12th 
they became essential in the lawsuit, in both forms, oral and 
written. The judge was often not the presiding official of a 
court and the right decision came from the educated “doctor 
consulens” whom the judge (nor always trained in the law) 
or the parties put in charge for guidance, rendered in the form 
of an impartial consilium. The consilia mainly concerned civil 
law but, as Pace observed, the opinions given by Ippolito 
Marsili and others showed that princes and magistrates often 
needed help from expert jurists even in penal cases. The work 
focuses on the system of the consilium and the role played by 
the expert in the legal cases. The subject matter is divided into 
4 books, each articulated in several chapters. The first 
encompasses the origin and general nature of the consilium, 
the profile of the expert and classification of their opinions. In 
the second chapter Scala states that the consilium has been 
used since the Roman age and that definitions were already 
provided in Marco Mantua and Tiberius Decianus’ writings. 
For instance, Acilius was considered to be the first expert on 
civil law, according to Cicero’s “De amicitia”. The second 
book deals with the development of the discipline during 
Augustus’ empire and explains which disputes require the 
consilium, not only regarding the general civil law but also 
marriage, estates, trade and administration (Cicero’s “De 
oratore”). The book 3 and 4 focus on the definition of expert 
jurist and the approval of his consilium which determined the 
judge’s sentence. The book 4 also describes the qualities of the 
expert (the “wise” man), such as nobility, as a combination 
of wisdom, deeds and ancestry. Admission from lower classes 
was taken into consideration but people who had broken the 
law, as well as Jews, were excluded. The treatise ends with a 
section on contracts and wills which relate to consilia 
commissioned by individual litigants. 
Scala reports on the use of the consilium in the Venetian 
society and presents a legal system based on knowledge and 
merit rather than on wealth and ancestry. Numerous are the 
quotations from classical authors as well as from medieval, 
such as Bartolo of Sassoferrato (d. 1357) and his pupil Baldo 
degli Ubaldi from Perugia (1327-1400), famous for his 
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consilia on all fields of civil and private law. Amongst the 
texts analysed, are the Digest and Codex in Justinian’s 
“Corpus Juris Civilis” and the Corpus Juris Canonici. 
 
Only the Harry Ransom Humanities Research 
Center (Austin) copy recorded in the US. Not in 
Brunet or Graesse. Adams, S 549; BM STC It., p. 
616; Renouard, 179:1 (“rare”). 

L2598 
 

53. SCAPPUS, Antonius. De birreto rubeo dando 
Cardinalibus regularibus responsa. 
 
Rome, apud Georgium Ferrarium, 1592. 

£1,750 
 
FIRST EDITION 4to pp (viii) 90 (xxii). Roman 
letter, title in red and black with woodcut vignette of 
Saints Peter and Paul, woodcut initials and 
headpieces, four woodcut portraits of cardinals 
wearing the scarlet biretta with their arms, 
appropriately coloured in red, early underlining and 
marginal pen marks. T.p. foxed (a few small holds on 
blank), age browning to a few ll, light marginal foxing, 
small oil splash to blank fore edge of a final ll. Still an 
attractive copy in C17 vellum over boards, Autograph 
of J. T. Coleridge, Torrington Square, 1830' on fly. 
 

 
 
First and only early edition of this curious work of the 
Bolognese jurist Antonius Scappus, advocate of the Roman 
curia, dedicated to Pope Gregory XIV. It consists of nine 
questions and extensive answers, concerning the order and 
regulations relating to the wearing of the red biretta by 
cardinals of the Roman Church, giving copious references to 
Canon Law and historical sources. It appears to be a 
compilation of works on the somewhat esoteric subject as 
Responsi 1 - 2 and 4 -7 are described as of uncertain 
authorship, 3 is by Georgius Diedus, 8 by the fellow advocate 

Nicholas Angelius and 9 by Scappus himself. The work 
concludes with an extensive index. The biretta has been justly 
described as the second least practical form of male headgear, 
after the academic square or mortar board (which probably 
share a common ancestor) but it has been worn by clerics from 
cardinals downwards (generally black other than for cardinals 
- red, and bishops - violet) since late medieval times and its 
use is prescribed in detail in the liturgical rubrics both at mass 
and for other solemn ecclesiastical functions. Its form is subject 
to similar detailed regulations e.g. the absence of tassels. It is 
thought to be the originals of the black cap which, until 
relatively recently, English judges donned at the moment of 
pronouncing the death sentence. The red biretta however has 
always been the exclusive preserve of the College of 
Cardinals. 
 
Sir John Taylor Coleridge (1790-1876) was a grandson of 
Rev. John Coleridge, father of the great poet. He led a 
distinguished legal and judicial career with a considerable 
knowledge of ecclesiastical law. He was also a distinguished 
classicist and author (Life of Keble 1869, contributor to 
Stanley's life of Arnold) and friend of Wordsworth, Arnold, 
Pusey, and Newman. 
 
BM STC It. p. 617. Adams S 609 (1 copy only, 
lacking the woodcuts). 

L1160 
 
54. SEGUSIO da Susa [or Hostiensis, Enrico]. 
Summa super titulis Decretalium. 
 
Venice, De Blavis, 1490. 

£12,500 
 
Large folio, 356 leaves, a-z8, 7-&-48, A-R8, S-T6. 
Gothic letter, double column; a few leaves slightly age 
yellowed; light marginal water stain to f. kviii, two 
small (wine?) splashes to f. yvii, clean nick to lower 
margin of yviii. A good, unwashed copy with wide 
outer and lower margins in seventeenth-century red 
morocco, richly gilt with decorative border and large 
central crowned coat of arms; a. e. mottled; on front 
pastedown, modern bookplate of the Portuguese 
collector, Count Hercules de Silva; occasional 
contemporary marking, notabilia and one manicula; 
seventeenth-century foliation throughout and 
collation on verso of last. 
 
Early uncommon edition of a very successful and extremely 
detailed legal commentary on the Decretals, updated for 
‘modern’ use and first printed in Rome in 1473. It is divided 
by subject matter into sections, which are identified both by 
sub-headings and running titles. Enrico Segusio (c. 1200-
1271) was named after his hometown close to Turin, Susa. 
Also known as Hostiensis, he was the 
most prominent jurist of his time. He taught in Bologna and 
Paris, served Henry VIII of England as ambassador to the 
pope and was appointed archbishop of Embrun. At the end of 
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his brilliant career, he was made Cardinal of Ostia and 
Velletri. He is mentioned by Dante in his Comedia 
(Paradise, XII, 82-85). This work on Roman and canon 
law was so successful that it was often referred to as Summa 
aurea, remaining for centuries an invaluable legal tool. 
 

 
 
The splendid armorial binding of this copy suggests the 
property of a wealthy seventeenth-century marquis (from the 
crown) almost certainly a member of the Spanish nobility, 
which included at the time also Southern Italian families. 
The work would have been particularly important to a public 
figure with administrative and judicial responsibilities, such 
as a viceroy. The armorial bindings, neither halved nor 
quartered, suggest such an appointment. A fine copy of a 
handsome and very substantial book. 
 
Uncommon. Only three copies recorded in the US 
(Columbia, Huntington and Baltimore). ISTC 
ih00047000; BMC STC, V, 319; GW, 12236; Goff, 
H-47; Hain, 8965. 

L2040 
 

55. SELDEN, John. Mare clausum seu de dominio maris 
libri duo... 
 
London, W. Stansby for R. Meighen, 1635. 

£3,950 
 

FIRST EDITION. Folio, pp. [xxviii] 304 [xvi]. 
Mostly Roman letter, some Greek, a little Arabic and 
Hebrew. Title in red and black, two large engraved 
maps and woodcut illustrations to text, woodcut 

initials and headpieces. A few leaves lightly browned, 
a very good, clean, and well-margined copy in early 
18th-century panelled calf, covers with blindstamped 
corner fleurons, joints and corners rubbed. 
Contemporary autograph 'I. Hope' in outer blank 
portion of title, autograph of R. Rigby of 
Christchurch, Oxford, '1673' in upper blank portion, 
18th-century autograph of W. Bayntun of Grays Inn's 
below, early 19th-century autograph of 'Lord 
Macclesfield' on verso of initial blank, 19th-century 
armorial bookplate of the Earls of Macclesfield inside 
upper cover and their armorial blindstamp to title. 
 

 
 
First edition of Selden's seminal work on the law of the sea - 
one of the foundation stones of modern maritime law. Selden 
(1584-1654) was a celebrated jurist and politician, educated 
at Oxford, and a member of the Inner Temple. Called to the 
Bar in 1612, he was the friend of Ben Jonson and William 
Camden. After a successful political career, he retired to legal 
scholarship at the time of the Civil War. The present work 
was written for the occasion of an Anglo-Dutch conference on 
maritime law held in 1618 after disputes over fishing rights 
in the context of long-standing Anglo-Dutch rivalry. Selden 
prepared the present text to answer the Dutch party's, which 
was led by Hugo Grotius - and who as early as 1609 had 
advocated in his Mare Clausum the opinion that the high seas 
were open to all. Selden here emphatically argues the opposite 
point, insisting that the oceans are just as much subject to the 
principle of private property as the land, and claiming for the 
Crown of Great Britain permanent and indivisible 
sovereignty over the surrounding seas, a view that as well as 
popular with time became modified into the doctrine of 
territorial waters albeit of varying extent. Selden's claim was 
very pleasing to Charles I; the second edition was issued the 
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following year. Selden makes passing references to the 
colonisation of Newfoundland by Sir Humphrey Gilbert in 
1583 and to the earlier explorations in that region made by 
'Sebastian' Cabot - i.e. his father John - in 1497-98. 
 
STC 22175; Lowndes VI 2237; Sabin 78971; Alden 
635/114; JFB S238 "a classic in maritime law"; not in 
Goldsmiths. 

L558 
 
56. SENS. Coustumes du Bailliage de Sens ancies ressorts 
d'iceluy, Redigées, arestées au mois de Novembre, l'An Mil 
cinq cents cinquante cinq, par Ordonnance du Roy. 
 
Sens, De l'Imprimerie de Gilles Richeboys, 1556. 
 

£3,250 
 

 
 

FIRST EDITION. 4to. 3 parts in 1 vol. pp. (xii) 95 
(i) pp. 174 (ii) 70 (ii). Roman and Italic letter. Large 
woodcut printer’s device on t-p, and verso of last leaf 
of first part, fine large historiated woodcut initials and 
headpieces, early acquisition note in blank outer 
margin of title “Cet present livre est a moy fait a 
bourbonne le 14 Septembre 1586, Claude Lebon?, 
Bourbonne”, another “A Lennot Le jeune a 
Fouqueure, pralicier 1717 cl du Roy, et la Mairie du 
fouqueure 1725” on pastedown. Light age yellowing 
and water-staining in places, minor marginal spotting 
in places, tiny single worm hole in first few leaves, 
occasional marginal thumb mark. A well margined, 
entirely unsophisticated copy, in contemporary limp 
vellum, remains of ties. 
 
Rare first edition of the reformed “Coutumes” of the ancient 
town of Sens and its region, edited by Christophe de Thou, 
Christophe Harlay and Barthelemy Faye by order of the 
King; the third book printed in Sens and the first by this 

printer. It is particularly rare ‘The Repertoire bibliographique 
des livres imprimes en France au Seizieme Siecle” locates two 
complete copies only, one printed on vellum at the British 
library and the other at the Bibliotheque Municipal of Sens. 
(another is now at Berkeley). The work is of great interest for 
the modernizing and systematizing of the medieval feudal 
“Coustumes” of Sens. It is divided into three parts; the first 
the final revision of the “Coutumes” created by the three 
magistrates. The second is the “Proces Verbal” a detailed, 
authenticated account of the proceedings in the exercise of the 
revision of the Coutumes, including a list of all the “Prelats, 
Abbes, Chapitres, Colleges &Persones Ecclesiastiques, 
Ducs, Comtes, Barons, Chastelains & Seigneurs Iusticers, 
Les Officiers du Roy, Advocats, Procureurs, Bourgeois” 
whom the work would concern, providing a form of census. 
The third is a printing of the ancient unrevised Coustumes. 
It is most interesting not only in revealing the changes it 
makes to the quasi feudal ‘Coustumes’, but for providing a 
detailed account of why and how those changes were made. 
Christophe de Thou (1508–1582) was an eminent French 
advocate, and the First President of the Parliament of Paris 
in 1554. He served as chancellor to the Duke of Anjou and 
was an advisor successively to Henry II, Charles IX, and 
Henry III. His son, Jacques Auguste de Thou was the noted 
French historian and book collector. An entirely original copy 
of this rare and attractively printed work. 
 
BM STC Fr. C16th p. 399. Répertoire 
bibliographique des livres imprimes en France au 
Seizième Siècle. Vol 6 p. 73. Van Praet II 163. Brunet 
II 163. 

L1573 
 
57. STATUTES OF SALZBURG. Statuta 
Provincialia.. 
 
Augsburg, Augsburg: Erhardt Ratdolt, 1491, 5 April. 
 

£4,750 
 

FIRST EDITION thus. Folio. 17 unnumbered 
leaves. a-b6, c5, as usual lacking final blank. Gothic 
letter. Numerous white on black fine, large foliated 
initials. A very little spotting and browning, not really 
affecting text. A few small round wormholes, some 
repaired, touching a few letters, two restored on final 
leaf. A very good, clean (possibly expertly washed) 
copy in modern vellum. 
 
First bilingual Latin-German edition of the Statutes for the 
Province of Salzburg, with new, expanded German text, the 
first having appeared in 1490. The Statuta were drawn up 
under Friedich V von Schaunberg (or von Schallenburg), 
Archbishop of Salzburg from 1489-1494, a position which 
traditionally enjoyed a great deal of autonomy from Rome, 
and considerable secular legislative powers. Friedrich was 
educated at the University of Vienna from 1459, becoming 
Domherr ('canon') in Salzburg in 1469, and proceeding 



SOKOL BOOKS LTD  Civil, Canon, and Common Law 

	 44 

steadily up the hierarchy until he was appointed Archbishop 
in 1489. He was renowned for being outspoken, but 
diplomatic. 
 

 
 
The Statuta provide rulings on various aspects of ecclestiastical 
administration and law, and the duties and behaviour of 
clergy and laypeople. They also lay down the wider legal 
framework of the region's relationship to papal authority. 
Among their provisions are sections specifying appropriate 
clerical behaviour ('De vita et honestate clericorum'; 'De 
continentia clericorum'): it is stressed in several places that 
clerics should be literate and guard against letting their 
congregations fall into ignorant ways, and that they should 
reside in and receive their incomes from one parish alone. 
Further sections provide rulings on penitence and absolution, 
admission to communion and the observation of the sabbath. 
A large number of other, wide-ranging issues are dealt with 
in the simple, concise style which characterises the Statuta as 
a whole: they include usury, the quarantine of lepers and 
baptism, inter alia. Sources cited include Eusebius, St. 
Benedict and Pope Innocent III. The work concludes with 
Pope Martin V's 'confirmatio' with the Holy Roman 
Empire, in Latin and in German, a document which laid the 
basis for subsequent papal relations with the German lands, 
and, on a more regional level, for Salzburg's own ecclesiastical 
autonomy and freedom to create its own local legislation. 
 
BMC Ger. II, 385; Goff S-753; Hain IV, 15043. 
Rare: no copies sold at auction since 1985. 

L529 

COLLETET’S COPY 
 

58. THEODOSIUS II et alii. Imperatorum Theodosii, 
Valentiniani, Maiorani, Anthemii novella constitutiones 
xlii. 
 
Paris, Robert Estienne, 1571. 

£2,250 
 
4to, ff. [4], 47, [1]. Predominantly Roman letter, little 
Italic; printer’s device on title, foliated initials; tiny 
wormtrails to lower blank gutter of initial gatherings; 
very light dampstain to outer upper corner and fore-
edge in first half. A good copy in early vellum, 
recased; remains of ties; bookplate of the LA Law 
Library on front pastedown; midseventeenth-century 
ms ex libris, autograph and motto of ‘G. Colletet’ at 
head and foot of title. 
 

 
 
Comprehensive and accurate edition of the Codex 
Theodosianus, the ground-breaking collection of Roman laws 
setting the ground for the Justinian Codex and first published 
in Basel in 1528. Theodosius II was the second Roman 
emperor of the East, ruling after his father Arcadius from 408 
to 450 AD. A pious Christian, he founded the university of 
Constantinople and undertook a vast reform to gather and 
revise the laws issued over a hundred years since 
Constantine’s reign. Finally, in 438 Theodosius and the 
emperor of the West, his distant cousin Valentinian III 
(419-455), jointly promulgated the new codex. This edition 
includes the few adjustments introduced by the Western 
emperor Majorian (420-461) and Anthemius (420-472). 
The editor, Pierre Pithou (1539-1596), was a prominent 
French lawyer and scholar, in the service of the later Henry 
IV during the wars of religion. Along with his activity as a 
Calvinist pamphleteer, he published a considerable number of 
sources for the history of Roman and French law. This book 
is dedicated to the greatest of the French legal humanists, 
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Jacques Cujas (1522-1590), who taught, i. a., Joseph 
Scaliger and Jacques-Auguste de Thou and had edited the 
Codex Theodosianus in 1566. 
 
This copy belonged to Guillaume Colletet (1598-1659), 
French poet, founding member of the Académie française and 
bibliophile. Before devoting himself to poetry, he acted as 
lawyer in the Parisian parliament – hence, his interest in 
Roman law. Colletet wrote extensively in verse and prose, 
including an unpublished collection of biographies of French 
poets. In inscribing this book of his he used the same Latin 
motto (‘Quo me fata [vocant]’: to any place destiny calls me) 
as Philip Sidney (e.g., CELM *SiP 224: Österreichische 
Nationalbibliothek, Vienna, Cod. 9689, f. 102r). The 
sentence had also been employed by Rabelais in the second 
book of Gargantua and Pantagruel, when the polyglot 
Panurge makes his entrance. 
 
Not in BM STC Fr., Brunet or Graesse. Adams, T 
545; Renouard, 172:1; Schreiber, 241. 

L2092 
 

59. TILLESLEY, Richard. Animadversions upon M. 
Seldens History of Tithes, and his review thereof: before 
which is premised a catalogue of seventy two authors, before 
the yeere 1215. 
 
London, John Bill, 1619. 

£1,650 
 
FIRST EDITION Small 4to. pp. (xliv) 236. Italic and 
Roman letter. Large woodcut royal arms to verso of 
t-p, woodcut ornament to first blank, woodcut initials 
and head- and tail-pieces. Contemp. ms 
bibliographical notes to prelims, autograph 'Francis 
Thompson 1690' to front pastedown, C19 armorial 
bookplate of Earls of Macclesfield to front pastedown, 
their armorial blindstamp to first few leaves. Printer's 
ink splash to one page. Else a very good, clean copy in 
contemp. limp vellum, ms title to spine, lacking ties. 
 
First edition of Richard Tillesley's (1582-1621) response to 
John Selden's 1618 History of Tythes. Tillesley, after 
studying at Oxford, received two rectories in Kent, and was 
installed as archdeacon of Rochester. As a good clergyman, 
Tillesley believed that tithes were the church's by divine right; 
Selden, on the contrary, had set out to demonstrate that tithes 
were an historical development, and not established iure 
divino. Any attempt to counter Selden's arguments might 
have been considered foolhardy, given the great jurist's 
formidable reputation as a scholar and historian, but three 
concerted responses were produced not long after the work's 
publication (as recorded by Wood, Athenae Oxon. II, 303). 
Tillesley and Richard Montague dealt with the legal side, and 
Stephen Nettles with the Rabbinical or Judaical. 
 

 
 
Tillesley's treatise is dedicated to James I (who had forced 
Selden to apologise for his work) and represents an "aggressive 
attack" (DNB), which triggered a rapid exchange of apologiai 
between the two scholars. Selden was sufficiently provoked by 
Tillesley's Animadversions to issue a privately-circulated 
response. The text of Selden's pamphlet is reproduced, with a 
further counter-attack, in Tillesley's updated second edition of 
the present work, published in 1621. 
 
Tillesley treats the historical aspect of the tithes controversy in 
minute detail, quoting liberally from the relevant Classical, 
ecclesiastical and historical authorities. Seventy-two authors, 
from AD 180 to 1215, are listed in a preface to the main 
argument, with brief summaries of their position on the 
question of tithes. Tillesley endeavours to demonstrate that 
tithes had been continuously and universally enjoined by 
divine law. Particular attention is paid to the English church, 
where Tillesley makes use of documentary sources, such as the 
foundation documents and ledgers of various churches. Lest 
the question be reduced to a sectarian matter, he urges that no-
one "be persuaded that the originall of exacting Tythes, was 
from the insolencie of the Pope". Scholarly though Tillesley's 
work is, there are points where he fails to appreciate the 
subtlety of Selden's arguments, such as in his attempts to 
confute his adversary's distinction between 'divine natural law' 
and 'ecclesiastical or positive law'. 
 
Francis Thompson is possibly the Yorkshire MP of the same 
name, fl. 1670, who sat on many committees, including one 
to reform the bankruptcy law. He married, aged 14, Arabella 
Alleyn, an orphanned heiress whom his father had kidnapped 
as a suitable spouse. 
 
STC 24073; Lowndes VII, 2684.        

                 L557 
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POCKET CONFESSION MANUAL IN FINE 
CONTEMPORARY BINDING 

 
60. TRAVAMALA DE SALIS, Battista. Summa 
casuum conscientiae. 
 
Venice, Paganino Paganini, 1499. 

£7,500 
 

 
 
8vo., ff. (14), 479 (i.e. 476), (+)2, a12, aa-zz12, aa-
zz16, &&16, 7716, 4416, AA-CC16, DD12. Gothic 
letter, double column, 49 lines; edges a bit dust-
soiled, occasional small light damp stain to gutter, 
clean tiny tear to outer lower corner of 17 and 479 
(i.e. 476), loosening title. An extremely good copy, 
unwashed and well-margined, in contemporary 
Rhineland German brown calf over wooden boards, 
blind-tooled with diaper panel with stamps of rose, 
lily and monogram ‘Ihs’ as well as smaller decorative 
floral medallions, resembling the style of a workshop 
based in Mu ̈nster (Einbanddatenbank, w001463); 
spine in four compartments, original bronze clasps; 
slightly scuffed, loss to joints and spine; contemporary 
red and blue rubrication with touch of yellow, red 
underlining and manicula throughout; contemporary 
small vellum labels attached on fore-edge margins 
marking alphabetical progression; contemporary 
German purchase note on title and two early 
sixteenth-century [French?] ex libris of three priests, 
pastedowns and endpapers from folded manuscript on 
vellum with Litany of Saints from mid-thirteenth-
century Breviary, possibly Flemish, elegantly and 
neatly rubricated in red and blue, additional later 

vellum leaf attached after front pastedown with 
contemporary manuscript annotation in Germanic 
hand, including initials ‘NKFS’; front pastedown 
detached from board with minor loss; ex libris 1712 
of the library of the Premonstratensian Abbey of 
Saint-Josse de Dommartin (Pas-de-Calais) on verso of 
additional vellum leaf, front endpaper verso and final 
verso. 
 
Early and second octavo edition of this famous manual for 
confessors, first published in Novi Ligure in 1484 and 
expanded by the author four years later. Battista Travamala, 
died 1496, was a Franciscan friar from Salo, in Liguria, from 
which he took the alternative name de Salis. His most 
influential work was this Summa casuum, also known as 
Summa Baptistiana, Rosella casuum or Summa Rosella, 
completed in 1483 in the convent of Levanto. It encountered 
immediate success. 
 
Following the deliberations of the Fourth Lateran Council in 
1215, a large number of manuals on penance appeared, to 
enhance priests’ intellectual preparation and instruct them on 
how to be prudent confessors. These handbooks discuss in 
detail the foundation of moral theology, presenting as 
questions (casus) numerous examples of correct application of 
canon law. This Summa adopted the alphabetical order of 
topics, in line with Bartholomeus de San Concordio, author 
of an earlier Summa. Relying on this and previous literature, 
Trovamala independently developed some important legal 
principles, such as those regarding invalidity of marriage in 
the case of false premises by one of the spouses. 
 
This edition also provides a rare early example of pocket-size 
octavo pertaining neither to devotion or (as developed by Aldus 
two years later) classic literature. As the three owners’ 
inscriptions on title point out, this genre of books was meant 
to be used by clerics at any time in their daily work and thus 
needed to be easily transportable. One of the priests using this 
desirable copy even marked the beginning of alphabetical 
sections to recover information more quickly. 
ISTC, is00050000; BMC, V, 460; GW, 3326 (+ 
Accurti, II, 70); Goff, S-50; Hain, 14186; Graesse, VI, 
233. 

L2113 
 

61. VARGAS Mejia, Francisco de. Francisci Vargas 
Catholicae maestatis rerum status a consiliis,& eiusdem apud 
Sanctiss. D.N. Pium IIII. oratoris. De episcoporum 
iurisdictione, et pontificis max. auctoritate, responsum. 
 
Rome, apud Paulum Manutium Aldi f. in aedibus 
populi Romani, 1563. 

£2,750 
 
FIRST EDITION. 4to. pp. [xvi], 160. A-Y4. 
Roman letter, some Italic. Capital spaces with guide 
letters. Woodcut Aldine device on title. C19th 
engraved armorial bookplate of a Scottish Earl on 
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pastedown with motto ‘La Virtue est la seule 
Noblesse’, bookplate of the Los Angeles Law library 
on fly, earlier autograph of ‘Joseph Sainpanhy?’ on t-
p. Light age yellowing, some minor spotting in places. 
A good copy in c1800 half calf over marbled boards, 
spine gilt ruled in compartments, rebacked and 
remounted, red morocco label, corners worn, all 
edges sprinkled red. 
 
Uncommon first edition of this interesting work, finely 
printed by Paulus Manutius, in which Vargas discusses at 
length and in great detail the jurisdiction of the Pope’s power 
and that of the Archbishops and Bishops, a subject of capital 
importance in C16th century Europe, riven by religious war, 
and even in the legitimising of the conquests made by 
European nations in the New World. The limits of Papal 
power were being tested across Europe and particularly with 
the rise of Protestantism. Vargas’s work could be considered 
part of the counter-reformation battle to restate in the clearest 
terms the extent and legitimacy of Papal jurisdiction. In his 
work on the legitimacy of the Spanish conquest of the 
Americas, ‘De Indiarum Jure’ “Solorzano also recognized 
that the debate about legitimacy of the conquest was not 
simply an issue involving the Spanish and the inhabitants of 
the Americas. It was also an issue that involved the power of 
the papacy. He cited, to give but two examples, a treatise on 
papal and episcopal jurisdiction by Francisco à Vargas (d. 
1577) and a treatise by Cardinal Bellarmine (1542-1621) 
on Papal authority. These and similar citations emphasized 
that the debate about the right of the Spanish to conquer the 
Americas was ultimately linked to the debate about the 
papacy that was central to he Protestant reformers’ attack on 
the Catholic Church.” James Muldoon. “The Americas in 
the Spanish World Order: The Justification for Conquest in 
the seventeenth century.” 
 
This work was printed by Paulus Manutius’ press in Rome, 
in which he produced mostly religious works for the 
ecclesiastical authorities. This aspect of his printing has often 
been overlooked in the discussion of his genius. “The contrast 
between this committed classicism and the sequence of 
catechisms or conciliar decrees which poured from the Aldine 
press after its move to Rome seems so complete that 
bibliographers have revealed some embarrassment in tracing 
them to the same person. Antoine-Augustin Renouard, on 
whose re- search all subsequent Aldine studies have been 
based, had steeped himself in the secular values of the 
Encyclopedistes during the 1780s and harangued the 
National Assembly on its cultural mission during the 
Revolution. To him, an alliance between humanism and 
priestcraft was inconceivable. Though he had found a draft of 
the terms submitted by Paulus to the papacy, which he 
published along with the relevant correspondence of the papal 
legate Girolamo Seripando in the third edition of his 
Annales, Renouard could only conclude that the move 
compelled Paulus to "break off his studies", and that it was 
forced upon him by his difficult situation in Venice. …Only 
recently has the appearance of new evidence revealed that the 

two aspects of Paulus' career were intimately connected, and 
that only the most tragic accidents or confusions divided 
them.” Martin Lowry “Facing the Responsibility of Paulus 
Manutius”. 
 
Renouard 188:6. Adams II, V 272. Palau XXV, 
p.270. 

L2342 
 

IN CONTEMPORARY GERMAN PIGSKIN 
 

62. VIGLIUS [or AYTTA, Wigle van] [with] 
CLINGUS, Melchior. Viglii Zuichemi Phrysii 
Iureconsulti Clarissimi Commentaria in Decem Titulos 
Institutionum Iuris Civilis (with) Inquatuor institutionum 
iuris civilis.... 
 
Basel (and) Frankfurt), Froben (and) Christianum 
Egenolphum, 1542. 

£2,450 
 

 
Folio. 2 works in 1 vol. pp. [viii] 182 [x]; ll. [x] 199 
[i]. Roman and Italic letter, woodcut initials. T.p. and 
verso of last with printer's device in both works. 
Contemporary ms ex libris "G? Hillingerin?" to t.p, c 
1700 bookplate from Lobris Castle, (Loboradz, 
Lower Silesia); second work heavily annotated in 
places in brown and red ink. Light age yellowing, 
small wormtrail to outer edge of t.p. a good clean well 
margined copy in contemporary German pigskin, 
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panels ruled and roll-stamped in blind with floral 
motif, depictions of the stations of the cross on outer 
panel, and the likenesses of Virgil, Cicero and Ovid 
on inner panel, spine in five compartments with 
raised bands, bronze clasps. 
 
FIRST EDITION of Viglius' commentary on inheritance 
and last wills and testaments, with an dedication to Gerard 
Mulert, counsellor to Emperor Charles V, the book is divided 
into ten chapters covering: ordinary wills, wills made by 
soldiers, those not permitted to make last wills, the process of 
disinheriting children, the order of heirs and inheritors, the 
substitution of heirs and inheritors, reasons last wills are 
invalid, weakened, or irresponsible, and finally the different 
rights of heirs. 
 
The second work is a commentary on Justinian's civil laws 
directed not only to students of law, but "all of the public". 
Book three, on inheritance, is most heavily annotated in a 
contemporary hand to a few sections: on natural succession of 
heirs and inheritance in cases of illegitimacy, "incestuoso et 
nefario", as well as section on extraordinary wealth of 
inheritance, and "the division of political obligation" regarding 
money lending, and finally a section on verbal contracts, 
before abandoning his annotating practice altogether. 
 
A very handsome copy, particularly interesting for its 
annotations and combination of interrelated texts on the laws 
of inheritance. It neatly evidences how in the mid-16th 
century the works of Justinian were still being used as practical 
legal works in combination with the latest legal reference 
books. 
 
Viglius (1507-1577) was a Dutch statesman and jurist, 
professor of jurisprudence at Ingolstadt, later famous for his 
learning among Erasmus and his circle, and favourite of 
Emperor Charles V, with whom he travelled as a scholar of 
imperial rights. Clingus (1504-1571) was a jurist and legal 
scholar who studied at Wittenberg under Melanchthon, where 
he was later appointed Rector. 
 
Adams A 2351, C2231. 

L1472 
 

RICHARD CRAKENTHORP'S COPY 
 

63. WILSON, Thomas. A Discourse upon Usurie. 
 
London, Roger Warde, 1584. 

£5,750 
 
8vo. ff (xvi) 201 (iii) Black letter, two large historiated 
woodcut initials, contemp. autograph Richard 
Crakenthorp on title, faint C19 library stamp of the 
Birmingham Law Society on B1 and O3; general age 
yellowing, mostly light. A good, clean, well margined 
copy in full modern calf antique. 
 

 
 
Second and last contemporary edition of Thomas Wilson's 
classic work on all aspects of usury in the form of a dialogue 
or, more accurately, speeches made between a rich merchant, 
a zealous preacher and a civil lawyer. This is the first 
authoritative work on the then vigorously debated subject by 
an English author and provides considerable insight into the 
economic life of Elizabethan England as well as a history of 
usorial prohibitions. Wilson himself was a doctor of civil law 
and sometime master of the court of Requests, unsurprisingly 
therefore, the lawyer has the best part. Wilson's professional 
background does bear fruit however as no common lawyer of 
the period would have been able to cite so freely the legal 
writers of ancient Rome, of the mediaeval schools and of 
modern European jurisprudence. The tone of the work is more 
practical than academic however, with propositions explained 
and justified by the use of practical and financial examples. 
What is particularly interesting to the modern reader are the 
techniques employed not to contravene the usury laws whilst 
still financing transactions and earning a good return on one's 
money. If these rules did nothing else they gave rise to a wide 
range of very sophisticated commercio-financial arrangements 
which otherwise would not have seen the light of day for 
centuries to come. The autograph on the title is almost 
certainly Richard Crakenthorpe's (1567-1624) Protestant 
divine and author of three published works, all controversial 
and anti Catholic, and "Popish Falsifications" that has 
survived in ms. only. See Milward p. 237. 
 
STC. 25808. Kress I 159. Goldsmiths 227. 

L987 
 

 


